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Abticles of Incorporation 



STATE OF OHIO 

These Articles of lacorporatioii of 

; ■ The Westebn Rebebve Histobical Soctett 

Witnesselh, That we, the undersigued, all of whom are citi- 
sens of the State of Ohio, desiring to form a corporation not for 
profit, under the general corporation laws of said State, do hereby 
certify : 

FmsT. The name of said corporation shall be The Western 
Reserve Historical Society. 

Second. Said corporation shall be located and its principal 
business transacted at the City of Cleveland, in Cuyahoga County, 
Ohio. 

Third. The purpose for which said corporation is formed is 
not pro6t, but is to discover, collect and preserve whatever relates 
to the history, biography, genealogy and antiquities of Ohio and 
the West; and of the people dwelling therein, including the physical 
history and condition of that State; to maintain a museum and 
library, and to extend knowledge upon the subjects mentioned, 'by 
literary meetings, by publication and by other proper means. 



In Witness Whereof, We have hereunto set our hands, 
■eventh day of March, A. D., 1892. 



this 



Henry C. Ranney, 
D. W. Manchester, 
Amos Town send, 
William Bingham, 



Charles C. Baldwin, 
David C. Baldwin, 
Perey W. Rice, 
Jas. D. Cleveland, 
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DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
To THE Board of Trustees and Members of the 

Western Reserve Historical Society: 
Oetiilemen: 

A year has rapidly passed, and we pause on the 
threshold of another, the beginning of a new half 
century in the Society's history, to look back over the 
Work of the year just closed, to profit by our errors, 
and by our successes to get a fresh inspiration for the 
one ahead. 

The year 1916-17 has been one of greatest activity 
and disturbance in our national affairs, caused by the 
turbulent war into which nearly the whole civilized 
world is now participating, the United States being 
one of the last nations to enter. As an historical 
society, devoted to American history we have viewed 
the war hitherto as we would that of any foreign war — 
u outside the field of our work. But now it is fast 
taking on an American aspect in which we must be 
interested. Future generations, in studying American 
history, will call upon us for the causes leading up to, 
Md the participation of the United States in this war. 
Thus we are compelled to gather material pertaining 
to the world's greatest war, just as we have preserved 
the documents and history pertaining to the French 
and Indian wars, the War of Independence, the War 
of 1812, Mexican War, the Civil War, and the Spanish 
American War. A small start has already been made 
in this direction. Will the friends of the Society kindly 
keep this in mind and send to us anything bearing on 
this great struggle? 

Just as this report will show that steady and perhaps 
more rapid increase than ever before has been made 
in our collections, in even a larger degree has been the 
call and demand on the Society and its small force 
15 



16 Dieector's Report 

to attend to the needs of the steadily increasing number 
of users. May we as briefly as possible present to 
you the results of the past year and then point to a 
few needs which seem the most pressing. 

THE MEMBERSHIP 

During the year death has taken a number of our 
members. In the list of patrons: Mrs. Caroline P. 
Baldwin, Mr. C. W. Harkness, Mr. James H. Hoyt 
and Mr. H. A. Sherwin. In the list of life members 
we have lost Judge W. W. Boynton, Gen. G. A. Garret- 
son, Hon. Virgil P. Kline and Mrs. Mary McArthur 
Tuttle. From the list of annual members we have 
lost by death Mr. H. A. Everett, Mr. J. H. Severance, 
Mr. J. H. Sheadle and Mr. Chas. A. Vogt. 



NECROLOGY 

Mrs. Caroline Prentiss Baldwin 

Mrs. Caroline Prentiss Baldwin, a patron of this 
Society, and the widow of its second President, Judge 
Charles Candee Baldwin, passed away November 10th, 
1916. 

Mrs. Baldwin was born, of New England parentage, 
January I8th, 1842. Her earliest paternal ancestor 
in this country was Captain Thomas Prentice, of 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, a freeman of that town ia 
1652, and famous in King Phillip's War. Her great- 
grandfather, Samuel Prentice was a surgeon, and his 
father. Colonel Samuel Prentice, an officer in the 
Revolutionary War. 

In September, 1862, Miss Prentiss married Charles 
Candee Baldwin. Mrs. Baldwin was not a woman who 
delighted in having her philanthropies made public; 
she rather shunned all such publicity. Kind-hearted 
and generous, she was responsive to all worthy calls 
for assistance. 

The deep interest that Judge Baldwin showed in 
this Society during his life time she continued, respond- 
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■ng to our current needs, also contributing generously 
to our endowment plans. 

Besides this Society, she was constantly interesting 
herself in the Infants' Rest, and the Humane Society 
of Cleveland. 

Mrs. Baldwin is survived by one son, Samuel 
Prentiss Baldwin, and a daughter, Mrs. John P. 
Sawj'er, with whom she spent her life after the death 
<^ Judge Baldwin. 

Charles William Hahkness 

Charles WiUiam Harkness, son of Stephen Vander- 
burg and Anna M. (Richardson) Harkness, was born 
in Monroeville, Ohio, December 17th, 1860, and died 
in New York City, where he had passed the later years 
or his life, May 1st, 1916. 

Hb early life was spent in Cleveland, where he was 
prepared for college at the old Brooks School for 
Boys. He entered Yale in 1878 and graduated there- 
from in 1883. After graduation he returned to his 
home in Cleveland. In addition to the management 
of the Harkness estate, with which he had been occupied 
since the death of his father, he had large interests in 
the Standard Oil Company of New York, was a director 
in the Southern Pacific Railway Company, the Chicago, 
Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway, the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad, and the Tilden Iron Mining Company. 
During the summer he spent the most of his time at 
his large country estate near Madison, New Jersey. 

He was married. May 27th, 1896, in Philadelphia, 
Pa. to Mary, daughter of William G. and Sarah Wells 
(Bushnell) Warden, who survives him. His mother 
and a brother, Edward Stephen Harkness are also 
Uving. 

A short time before his death he sent a generous 
sum toward the endowment of this Society, to which 
bis family had for many years shown the most kindly 
interest. 
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He was a skilled and fearless advocate, but as Cleve- 
land's business interests developed the demands of his 
clients became such that he was compelled to devote his 
talents almost exclusively to the work of construction and 
advice. He was never a seeker for public office. In 1895 
he became a candidate for the Republican nomination for 
the office of governor of Ohio, but this was solely due to the 
insistance of many loyal friends throughout the state. 

He had respect for the law as declared by the wisdom of 
the ages. He respected the administration of justice. He 
held courts in high esteem. He was the soul of integrity 
and honor. His client's cause was his cause and to them 
he gave bountifully of all he possessed. 

Mr. Hoyt was a kindly and a sentimental man. He bad 
a genteel instinct. He loved nature; he loved flowers; he 
loved his books, and he drew from them copiously. He was 
always thoughtful and considerate of those who were asso- 
ciated with him in any way. He was more than generous — 
generosity became a passion with him. He prized his 
friends, and delighted in having them with him; he always 
thought he received from them more than he gave, but 
they know better. 

Mr. Hoyt was an emotional man, his emotions did not 
control, but they did soften him. He was spiritual; he was 
religious in the broadest sense; he was poetic. He was as 
tender as a woman. He would not willingly wound the 
feelings of anyone. 

Mr. Hoyt was a staunch citizen of Cleveland. He had 
many and flattering offers which would have taken him 
into Gelds of wider opportunity for himself, but he stead- 
fastly refused to leave the city of his birth. He was inter- 
ested in her institutions and in her public life. Above all, 
be was intensely patriotic; he was always loyal to his 
country; he never hesitated or faltered whenever his 
countiy was threatened from within or without. Had he 
lived, there could be no doubt that he would have served 
his country in whatever capacity he was permitted to serve. 
Shortly before his death, he was presented in the South 
with his country's etnblem, in accepting which he promised 
to wear it until his country should be honorably freed 
from danger. And so, the Stars and Stripes in miniature 
stones rest peacefully today upon the bosom of him who so 
proudly cherished the gift. 

James H. Hoyt measured up to the full standard; he was 
a big man. May a coming generation profit by his illus- 
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Henry Alden Sherwin 

Henry Alden Sherwin, who passed away at hi 
country home "Winden," Willoughby, Ohio, Ju 
26th, 1916, was born at Baltimore, Vermont, Septei 
her 27th, 1842. As a mere lad of thirteen he starte 
in business. Coming to Cleveland in 1860, he entere 
the dry goods business as a clerk, but soon advance 
to the position of head bookkeeper. Six years later h 
left that business to organize the industry now know 
all over the world as "The Sherwin Williams Coi 
pany." For some four years the Company was knoi 
as Dunham & Company, then upon the admission 
Mr. E. P. Williams to the firm, it became Sherwii 
Williams & Company. Mr. Sherwin remained tl 
head of the organization until his health demandi 
a release from the close application that had bee 
given so unstintedly to the up-building of their immense 
business, at which time he relinquished his active 
connection, and became the head of the board of 
directors of the Sherwin Williams Company. Tl 
gave him more time to spare for other things in whi 
he was interested, and he turned to the developmei 
of his beautiful country estate at Willoughby, ovi 
looking the valleys and hills towards the old Mormt 
Temple at Kirtland. Part of his land was former!;, 
owned by the Mormons, and it was on account of this' 
historic connection that he provided The Western 
Reserve Historical Society with a fund to gather 
material pertaining to the history of the Mormons and 
to their settlement at Kirtland. Here on his estate 
he erected his country residence and in it provided a 
magnificent room to house his rare books and manu- 
scripts, the accumulation of years of painstaking 
collecting. A devotee of the piscatory art, the largest 
individual collection in his library was that on Angling. 
Over one hundred different editions of Isaac Walton's, 
"The Complete Angler," from the very rare first 
edition, unpretentious in size and appearance, to 
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work in public service. Judge Boynton was ever a 
fearless opponent of all that was unjust, and immoral. 
He was gifted with wonderful power as a speaker and 
pleader at the Bar. Besides his deep interest at all 
times in legal matters, he had a more than ordinary 
fondness for historical and general literature, and 
wrote at different times several articles, largely on 
local historical matters, and delivered on July 4th, 
1876, an address on the history of Lorain County, 
which was published as Tract No. 83 of our Society's 
publications. 

Judge Boynton married at Ridgeville, Ohio, Decem- 
ber 20th, 1859, Miss Betsej' A. Terrell, who survives 
him. 

General George A. Garretson 

Another revered citizen of Cleveland, and member 
of this Society, who has passed away within the past 
year, is General George Armstrong Garretson, whose 
business life for many years was so closely connected 
with the National Bank of Commerce at West Sixth 
(Water) Street and Superior Avenue. 

Gen. Garretson was born at New Lisbon, Ohio, 
January 30, 1844. His father, Hiram Garretson, 
within a few years thereafter, removed with his family 
to Cleveland, and became engaged in the wholesale 
grocery business in the firm of Hanna, Garretson & 
Company. 

George A. Garretson was barely eighteen when our 
Civil War commenced, but he at once enlisted as 
private in the 84th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and 
served from May 26 to September 20, 1862. He then 
applied for admission to West Point, and was appointed 
cadet in 1863. Upon his graduation in 1867 he received 
appointment as Second Lieutenant in the 4th U. S. 
Artillery, and served in that capacity until his resig- 
nation January 1, 1870. 

At his father's desire, he returned to Cleveland and 
became connected with the wholesale grocery business 
but in 1875 he entered upon a more congenial business 
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career with The Second National Bank. In this bank 
and its successor. The National Bank of Commerce, 
he served as clerk, assistant cashier, cashier, vice- 
president, and, from 1890 to his death, as its president. 
He had kept his interest in military affairs, however, 
and was a member of Troop A, Ohio Cavalry, serving 
as its captain from 1887 to 1892. At the beginning of 
the Spanish-American War, he offered his services to 
President McKinley, and received his appointment as 
Brigadier General of Volunteers, May 27, 1898. He 
served in Cuba and Porto Rico, and received his honor- 
able discharge November 30, the same year. 

General Garretson was an officer in several banking 
and other business organizations of Cleveland, and was 
also interested in many of Cleveland's charitable 
institutions, as the Red Cross, the Fresh Air Camp, 
Lakeside Hospital, etc. 

He was twice married. His first wife, Anna Scowden 
Garretson, whom he married in 1870, died in 1886. 
In 1888 he was married to Emma R. Ely, daughter of 
George H. Ely. His wife, and their three children, 
Margaret Ely, now Mrs. Henry A. Raymond, George Ely, 
and Hiram, survived him, at his death Dec. 8, 1916. 

The Memorial to General Garretson adopted by 
the members of the Veteran Association of Troop A, 
embodies an estimate of his personal character, which 
can be heartily endorsed by all his associates in business 
and social life. We quote the following: 

Words are inadequate either to express our admiration 
for his dauntless courage, his love of country, his nobihty 
of character, or our atTection for his endearing qualities and 
tenderness of heart. There is no member of this Veteran 
Association of Troop A who does not owe him an inex- 
tinguishable debt of honor and of gratitude for the shining 
example he set before us of a fine and fearless soldier, of a 
noble and patriotic citizen, of a courteous and considerate 
gentleman, and of a warm and affectionate friend. 

(It is a coincidence that the chairman of the committee 
which prepared these resolutions from which we have just 
quoted, was James H. Hoyt, who so soon after followed 
General Garretson to the beyond.) 
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Virgil Philip Kline 

Virgil Philip Kline, life member and a constant 
contributor to our work, died Thursday, January 
18th, 1917, at his home, 2733 East Overlook Road, 
Cleveland Heights. 

His entire life was spent in Ohio and on the Western 
Reserve, having been born at Congress, Ohio, Novem- 
ber 3rd, 1844. At the age of six the family moved to 
Conneaut, Ohio. Mr. Kline's college education was 
commenced at Hiram College, Ohio, but finished at 
Williams College, where he graduated in 1866. Soon 
after graduation he entered a law office in Cleveland 
and studied law; later he taught school for two years 
at Cuyahoga Falls. He returned to Cleveland and 
was admitted to the Bar in 1870, and became the 
partner of Albert Slade. Later he was the head of 
the law firm, Kline, Carr, Tolles & Goff, and since 
April, 1913, was the senior member of the firm, 
Kline, Clevenger, Buss & HoUiday. For many years 
he was the personal attorney of Mr. J. D. Rockefeller 
and for the Standard Oil Company of Ohio. 

Mr. Kline is survived by his widow, two daughters, 
Mrs. Dr. Carlisle Pope and Mrs. Charles S. Brooks, 
and his son, Virgil P. Kline, Jr., of Clarksburg, West 
Virginia. 

The following expressive tribute of his worth, 
ability, and character was paid to him by his fellow 
associates on the Board of Directors of The Cleveland 
Trust Company, with which board he had served from 
the first. 

It was a rare privilege to be associated with Mr. Kline. 
He was a lawyerof great ability, possessed of the finest sense 

tof professional honor. He was an eloquent advocate, an 
uncompromising foe of every form of sham and hypocrisy. 
lie hated vice; he was a man of pure life — a lover of justice 
and fair play. He believed in and practiced the highest 
standards of business morality. He was a firm believer in 
democracy; he loved his country, his state and the city in 
which he won his professional success, but above all he loved 
his friends, his family and his fireside. He was a scholarly 
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man, widely read id the best literature of all countries and 

all ages; he was a high-minded, publicspirited citizen, 

possessed of sound judgment and a rare knowledge of men. 

He was a delightful companion, a loyal friend, a courtly, 

honorable, courteous, cultured gentleman. 

Words are all too feeble to express our admiration 

and respect for him and the deep sense of loss we feel at his 

death. 

Mrs. Mart McArthur Tuttle 

Mrs. Mary McArthur Tuttle, a life member and 
highly esteemed friend of the Society, passed away 
at the old family home at Hillsboro, Ohio, September 
4th, 1916. 

Mary McArthur Thompson, born November 5th, 
1849, was the daughter of Eliza Jane Trimble and 
James Henry Thompson. On her father's side she 
was descended from John Burton Thompson, a captain 
in the Revolutionary War; on her mother's side she waa 
tlie granddaughter of Allen Trimble, former Governor 
of Ohio. 

In the early eighteen hundreds her grandfather 
Allen Trimble, moved to Hillsboro, on to lands pur- 
chased by his father, and there erected the home in 
which the family lived so many years, and where Mrs. 
Tuttle was living with her sister Mrs. Rives and her 
brother Henry, at the time of her death. 

On July 6th, 1875, Mary McArthur Thompson 
married Herbert Tuttle, who at the time of his death 
was Professor of International Law at Cornell Univer- 
sity. Their married life was a most happy one; both 
wen- ik'cply interested in literature and history, and 
in addition to this. Mrs. Tuttle had an intense love for 
art. lutvinjt gnuhmted from an art school in Cincinnati. 
I-ikc her mother, who was known all over this 
country as the "Mother of the Crusade," she was 
dwply interested in all things tending to aid in the 
tenijH'rance movement. 

It was through the kind efforts of Mrs. Tuttle and 
thojie i>f her sister and brother that the personal 
paperH and n^nmls of her grandfather. Governor Allen 
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Trimble, were turned over, a few years ago, to The 
Western Reserve Historical Society for permanent 
preservation. 

Thips 

Trips in the interest of the Society, owing to the 
pressure of work in the library, have been confined to 
a very few. 

A trip East was made in order to investigate the 
facilities provided in the various libraries of New York 
City for the care of maps, manuscripts, etc., in connec- 
tion with the equipping of our own manuscript room 
and vault. On this trip several large accessions were 
made to our collections through special funds that 
were provided for this purpose. 

Valuable additions were also obtained through 
exchange with the American Numismatic Society, the 
American Geographical Society of New York, and the 
New York Public Library. 

Later, another trip was made which resulted in 
securing for the Society the papers of General Braxton 
Bragg. 

A few trips have been made to different places on 
the Reserve, bringing in to us quite valuable additions, 
probably the most extensive one being from the home 
of Miss Anne Hitchcock at Burton, Ohio. 

This last month, as chairman of the Ohio College 
Library section, your director attended a meeting of 
the Ohio College Association at Columbus. 

Equipment 

Li our late bulletin we called attention to the fund 
generously provided by Messrs. C.W.Bingham, Ralph 
King, William G. Mather, D. Z. Norton, William P. 
Palmer and J. H. Wade, for furnishing the vault and 
manuscript room with steel cases. I know of no one 
thing we have needed more, than some safe place for 
the proper preservation of our valuable historical 
documents. 

In the equipment of this room we have arranged 
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for cases for our maps, broadsides, atlases, portraits, 
pictures, etc. In the vault will be housed the rarer 
books and manuscripts for further protection from 
fire. In order that the vault may be kept at a medium 
temperature a steel day-gate has been installed, pjer- 
mitting the free circulation of air, at the same time 
giving ample protection. We hope to have the cases 
erected soon after our annual meeting. 

A steel cabinet for holding our coin and medal 
collection has been received through the courtesy of 
Mr. Ambrose Swasey. 

Last May Mr. Ralph King purchased for the 
Society another steel table for reference readers, thus 
enabling us to replace an old wooden table with one 
matching our new equipment. 

Hon. T. E. Burton, on his removal to New York, 
left with the Society his typewriter and desk which will 
be greatly appreciated by our cataloging department. 

Mr. D. Z. Norton has very generously provided 
funds for a new flag and a flag staff, which have been 
placed in front of the building. This is a much appre- 
ciated gift as it covers a need which we have felt for 
a number of years. 

Publications 

During the year Tract No. 96 was published, con- 
sisting of the "Annual Reports of the Society," and 
"The Connecticut Land Company: a study in the 
beginnings of colonization of the Western Reserve," 
by Claude L. Shepard, with accompanying documents, 
edited by Professor Elbert J. Benton. This publica- 
tion, we believe is the best we have as yet issued. In 
March we issued Bulletin No. 2. 

We have been pleased to receive the many words of 
appreciation concerning these publications that have 
come from our members, as well as from the various 
societies and organizations with whom we exchange. 

This year it is our intention to publish a number of 
letters and documents pertaining to the Ohio Land 
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Company's affairs which were among the papers 
acquired by the Society some years ago from descend- 
ants of Col. John May. who came to Ohio in 1788 and 
was the agent for the Ohio Land Company at Marietta. 
We believe these papers bearing so intimately on the 
first settlement in Ohio will be of interest to all our 
members. 

Museum 
The museum seems to be growing in popularity, 
the attendance this year was over 20,000. The visits 
to the museum by schools and other organizations of 
the city show that it is being used more and more as 
I a. means of Instruction. This year we have had visits 
from nearly fifty schools, often embracing large classes; 
the year before the number was twenty-seven. These 
are not mere sight seeing expeditions, but in nearly 
every case the scholars come with memorandum book 
and pencil and take notes, for papers to be written 
later at home, on the particular collection or collec- 
tions which had been assigned to them for investigation. 

Museum Additions 
A large number of interesting items have been 
added to the Museum: 

From Mr. Horace H. Miller, Canton, Ohio, we have 
received some iDclian wampun; an old-fashioned tuning 
fork such as was used in the early days in churches before 
they hitd organs to give the pitch to the singers; also other 
items of interest. 

Ilr. Wm. Ritezel, of Warren, Ohio. A gavel made from 
timber taken from the house in which President McKinley 
was born. 

Miss Baker, of Dawning School. An old-fashioned 
wooden grain shovel. 

Mr. C. W. Rutenbeck. The works of five watches, all 
over 150 years old. 

Miss A. L. Sherwin. Seven stuffed birds, several 
badges, etc 

Mrs. M. S. Askue, Youngstown. A Pike's Peak bottle, 
a specimen of interesting early glassware. 
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Mr. R. W. Williams, Elyria. A valuable collection ft«m 
Nicaragua, coDsisting of the skin of a boa constrictor, 
items of pottery ware, and many items of household 
utensils representing Nicaraguan handicraft. 

Mr. W, C. Talmage. A beautiful scrape from Mexico. 
These scarfs are worn by the high officials of Mexico. 
Also a fly-swatter from Egypt, and an old wooden dash 
chum, made by his grandfather, Mr. Henry Talmage of 
Center, Morrow County. It is very pleasing to receive 
the utensils that were a part of every early pioneer family's 
household outfit. 

Miss Anne Hitchcock of Burton. A foot -warmer, a pair 
of early Colonial shoe-buckles, candlestick, and other house- 
hold utensils of the early days. 

Mrs. L. E. Holden. An extensive collection of Indian 
pottery consisting of some 58 pieces, also five Indian 
skulls from Peru. 

Mrs. J. D.Williamson. A large plaster bust of her great- 
grandfather, Thomas Mills Day, who was at one time 
Secretary of State of Connecticut. 

Mr. H. A. Streator. A barometer that hung for years on 
the porch of the old Streator home which was torn down this 
past winter, 

Mrs. C. K. Halle. A double knife brought from Egypt 
enclosed in a ease elaborately decorated with beads. 

Mr. W. D. Howells, Jr. A rare medallion or bust of 
Abraham Lincoln, in a contemorary frame, a relic of the 
sixties. 

Mr. A. P. Harvey. Three examples of wood carving by 
Herkimer, two being large elk heads with the natural horns 
attached, the third representing a mediaeval king's head. 

Mr. Wm, G. Dietz. A collection of seven old pistols 
including one pair of duelling pistols, also an iron tomahawk. 

Mr. C. W. Fitch. Two walking sticks of Judge James 
Kingsbury which had been presented to Mr. Pitch by Ellen 
A, Parton, grand-daughter of Judge Kingsbury. 

Mrs. J. C. Gerould. An old brass warming-pan. 

Dr. Elroy M. Aveiy. A collection of Civil War en- 
velopes. 

Mr. G. W. F. Blanchfield.— A pair of shoe-buckles worn 
in Colonial tiroes. 

Mrs. Clara J. Craft. Some homespun linen made at 
Chester Cross Roads by Mrs. J. L. Humiston over 70 years 
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Mr. S. P. Baldwin. Ten pieces of Aztec pottery. 

To our snuff-box collection we have added several 
from the O. J. Hodg« collection, also one with the por- 
trait fo William Henry Harrison on the cover. 

POHTRAITS AND PiCTUHES 

A larger addition than usual has been made to this 
important branch of our work- With the installation 
of our steel cases we will be able to get the unframed 
pictures together and listed, and with this Foundation 
work done we can from year to year keep accurate 
record of the additions and the number in this collec- 
tion. 

AmoDg those received this year are several hundred that 
have been added to the Wm. P. Palmer collection on the 
Civil War, consisting of portraits of generals, battle 
scenes, framed rosters, etc., also a large collection of 
portraits of Lincoln, many of which came with the collec- 
tion of Lincoln medals mentioned elsewhere in this report. 
I Mr- George H. Beckwith, of Toledo, a son of the late 

I Dr. David H. Beckwith, of this city, has presented the 
' Society with an oil portrait of hJs father, also a large oil 
painting of the old Lock House on the canal and the 
shipyards across the Cuyahoga River, at the foot of Seneca 
Street Hill, as they appeared some sixty years ago. 

Mrs, F. W. Throssell. A framed picture of President 
I Gar£eld. 

Mr. F. M. Chandler has presented from his father's 
estate a framed group of pictures concerning the Cassie 
L. Chadwick case, which includes the photograph of the 
forged checks, portraits of the participants, etc. 

From the estate of Col. John Gibbons, through the 
kindness of Charles and Frank Giblmns, have been received 
framed pictures of Lincoln and his family, George Washing- 
ton, General Grant and family. General Garfield, Colonel 
Gibbons and others. 

Miss Louise Cladin. A framed picture of William 
Ellery Curtis. 

Mr. H. A. Streator. A collection of nine portraits of 
Civil War generals and two photo groups of Clevelanders. 
Mrs. C. H. Smith. A framed portrait of Gen. J. A, 
Williamson. 
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Mr. and Mrs. S. D. Dodfie. A group picture of the 
"Ivanhoe Boat Club" made about 1S48. 

Mr. E. L. Harris. A frame photo group of the members 
of the Cleveland Board of Education. 

Mr, Clifford Fuller. A painting of the Cleveland harbor 
with the tug Champion. 

From The Bank of Commerce. A large photograph 
album of the Directors of the old Western Reserve National 
Bank, containing portraits of James Pickands, Samuel 
Mather, J. H. Hoyt, Calvary Morris, E. P. Williams, John 

F. Rust, H. H. Brown, C. W. Bingham, S. H. Chishohn, 
J. K. Bole, J. S. Colby. D. Z. Norton, Darius W. Caldwell. 

G. S. Russell, and H. ('. Rouse. 

Mr. P. W. Harvey. Thirteen photographs of lake craft 
that were wrecked or destroyed in the storm on I^ke 
Superior, November, 1905, 

Hon. T. E. Burton. A framed certificate of his ap- 
pointment as senator, a cartoon of himself, and a framed 
photograph of the Kansas commissioners of 1856. 

Mr. Wm. G. Dietz. A framed picture entitled " Reading 
of the Declaration of Independence, Boston, July 18, 
1776." Also, on deposit, a framed picture of a caravan 
of early settlers travehng to Ohio, 

Mrs. Keeler, the widow of Judge Harvey Keeler. A 
large framed portrait of Benjamin F, Wade, Mrs. Keeler's 
father was an intimate friend of Mr. Wade and considered 
this a most excellent likeness. Mrs. Keeler has also sent in 
a framed picture of the justices of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

Mrs. J. C. Gerould, Eight framed pictures of historical 
subjects. 

Mr. Allen D. Severance. Two framed pictures of early 
Cleveland, made in 1830, and several photographs. 

Mr, W, C. Taimage. A collection of enlarged photo- 
graphs illustrative of the life of the beaver, to accompany 
the beaver collection presented by him the year before. 

Numismatic and Medallic Collections 
In no one year of the history of the Society has 
such a large increase been made in these collections 
as during the year just closed. In our last report we 
called attention to our numismatic collections and 
asked those of our members or friends who might have 
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specimens of old paper money, coins or medals, if 
ttey would kindly donate them to us. Through this 
published request we have received a number of 
accessions. 

We have now a nucleus for an extensive collection 
in this line. I do not need to dwell on the importance 
of this, or the appropriateness of our trying to make it 
as complete as possible. 

The usefulness of these collections has been well 
demonstrated this year, as has been shown elsewhere 
in the report under the head of work done in the 
Society by the historical students of Western Reserve 
University. 

The following excerpt from our last Bulletin gives 
a brief account of three of the most valuable additions 
in this line. 

Greek and Roman Cqinb 
Mr. Ambrose Swasey preaeuted to the Society two 
collections of rare coins. The first, some flOO Greek and 
Roman coins, consists of those frona the earliest period of 
the Greek and Roman coinage down to the extinction of the 
Roman Empire. In this collection are included about fifty 
specimens of the coinage of Judaea, embracing a fine selec- 
tion, from the time of Simon Maccabeus, B.C. 141-135. to 
that of the captivity under Domitian, A.D. 85, Another 
group of some thirty specimens consists of the coins of 
Pheidon, King of Argos, 700 B.C., and later Aegian coins. 
^^ These silver coins are among the earliest issued. They were 
^L struck in Aegina and are irregular in form, with a tortoise — 
^H tlie symbol of Astarte, the Phoenician goddess of trade— 
^V on one side and on the other merely an incuse square made 
by the upper of two dies, between which the "flan" or plain 
piece of metal was placed. The coinage consists of the 
obu), the three obol, the six obol or drachma, and the 
double drachma. Tlie drachma originally weighed 93 
grains, but was gradually reduced to 66 grains. 

The second collection, likewise the gift of Mr. Swasey, 
consists of some 1300 

Chinese and Japanese Coins 
The date of the beginning of Chinese coinage is un- 
li certain, but it is claimed to have commenced nearly 1000 
f years B. C. The earhest forms were patterned after various 
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articles that had beea used for barter from prehistoric times, 
such as spades or hoes, knives or swords, rings or amulets, 
nut-graters, shirts, bells, hats, etc. Of these earlier forms 
there are some twenty-five specimens of the knife or razor 
money, ten specimens of shirt money, one of the grater, 
one of the bell, fourteen pieces of bridge money, an extensive 
assortment of open work or amulet coins, two pieces of hat 
money (rare early Korean issues), and a large collection of 
"cash" issued during the various dynasties, from the 
earliest down to the present time. 

To this collection Mr. Swasey has added a fine specimen 
of a note of the Ming dynasty (1368-1399). This large 
Chinese paper note, one of the earliest authentic known 
pieces of printed paper money, is 133-^ x 8^^ inches in size, 
and is printed on mulberry paper of Chinese invention, 
and probably from wooden blocks. This bill was printed 
nearly a century before Gutenberg invented printing in 
Europe. The Chinese, it is claimed, did book printing 
as early as 932 A.D., and used wooden blocks for printing 
pictures a century before that date. 

These valuable collections that Mr. Swasey bas so will- 
ingly purchased for us, add very extensively to those 
already owned by the Society, and have been the basis of 
a number of interesting exhibits and talks to the historical 
students of the Western Reserve University. 

LtNCOLN Medals 

The third collection above mentioned belongs to 
medab, and is the gift of our president. This exceedingly 
unique and rare collection consists of a little over 400 
different Lincoln medals, issued during the life, or in 
commemoration of Abraham Lincoln. It was formed 
through years of careful searching and gathering together 
by a private collector in the East. Upon his death the 
collection was offered by his Executor to the Society, and 
purchased by Mr, Palmer for us. In addition to the above 
number of Lincoln medals, there were about eighty dupli- 
cates, also thirty Lincoln photographic campaign badges, 
and one hundred and eleven other historical medals. 

This at once gives the Society as large a collection 
of Lincoln medals, probably, as there is in any public 
institution in America, excepting the one in the American 
Numismatic Society in New York. 

Other accessions during the year are as follows: 
From Mr. David L. Evans. Nine Roman c 
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The American Numismatic Society. A miscellaneous 
I collection of Colonial and Continental paper money. 

Mr. Wm. E. Cushing. A collection of Continental 
currency. 

The Michigan Historical Commission. A small collec- 
tion of Michigan bank bills. 

Whitehead and Hoag. Seven Lincoln medals. 

Mrs. J. C. Gerould. A small collection of paper money. 

Mrs. Stiles H. Curtiss. A collection consisting of 233 
copper, -ti^ilver. 2 gold, and 2 Roman coins, a Washington 
medal and 56 pieces of paper money. 

Mr. C. W. Bingham. A 12Hc paper bill of the city of 
Cleveland, 1816, also a small collection of Michigan bank . 
bills. 

Rev. Ralph Bailey. A medat of Stonewall Jackson that 
was dug up with some other coins on his father's plantation. 

Miss Valentine VanTassel. A $10 Kirtland (Mormon) 

bill. 

Mrs. Clara J. Craft. A small India copper coin. 

Mr. George H. Ely of Elyria. Five early bank bills. 

Hon. T. E. Burton. A bronze inauguration medal of 
President Taft, a 1916 Republican National Convention 
bronze badge of the Burton delegates; a silver medal issued 
to himself at the "Centenaire de la banque de France," a 
bronze medal of the second Pan-American Scientific Con- 
fess, 1915-16; also a collection of five different issues of 
French five-franc pieces, and a small collection of foreign 
copper coins. 

Adelbert CoUege Library. A large medal of Thos. P. 
Bayard, ambassador at St. James, 1893-97. 

Mr. L. A. Murfey. A set of the bills of the Bank of Ohio 
in the following denominations: $1, $2, 33, $5. and $10. 
Also a framed shield of fractional currency of the United 
SUtes. 

Mr. C- A. Vogt. Three pieces of fractional paper cur- 
rency. 

Also there has been added to the collection : 

Two fifteen pound notes of the State of Massachusetts 
Bay, June 1, 1779, a collection of bills of the Republic of 
Texas in denominations of $1, $2, $3, $5. 820, $50, $100 
and $500, a set of Villa currency in the denominations 
of 25c, 50c, $t, $5 and $10, and ninety pieces of Chinese 
paper money. 
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We have also been endeavoring to complete the in- 
signia of the various patriotic organizations. To this 
collection have been added: 

Through the gift of Col. John P. Nicholson, 19 badges 
and insignias, including a few of the G.A.R. 

From Mrs. Perry L. Hobbs we have received the insignia 
of the "Military (Mier of the Ix)yal Legion," and also one 
of the "Dames of the Loyal Legion." 

The Library 

The general work of the library varies very littl( 
from year to year, the new items that come in by gift 
are looked up, and if duplicates, or undesirable, are 
sent to the duplicate room; if needed for the library 
they are sent up to the cataloger where they are put 
through the various necessary steps to make them 
part of our permanent collection. This is the regular 
routine work, and the amount that can be accomplished 
must depend on the number of helpers we employ 

In the reference library, the work is getting heavier 
from year to year, owing to the increasing number that 
make use of our collections. 

The genealogical collections have always been 
used to a large extent, but this year the most noted 
increase has been in the use of our newspaper files.. 
The people of Cleveland are gradually learning that 
our library is practically the only one where the; 
files, to any extent, can be consulted. 

The work with the students of the Western Reserve 
University has been most interesting and we believe 
profitable to them. Under the direction of Dr. BentoQ. 
a number of interesting exercises have been assigned 
to the students, requiring them to make their own 
examination of source material, then to place in writing; 
the results of their observations and conclusions. It 
has been our pleasure to look over a number of these 
papers and we have been afforded great satisfaction^ 
in reading what they have written, and noting thein 
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words of appreciation for the opportunity of having 
our collections to work in. 

May I briefly call attention to a few subjects 



First. The development of our national currency. 
This was divided into several exercises: 

(a) A preliminary exercise leading up to the be- 
ginning of all coinage, starting with the transition from 
means of barter, then to the crude coins of the ancients. 
This was illustrated to the students by exhibits of the 
earliest coinage of the world, such as the Chinese and 
the Aegina coins, the Chinese earliest coinage having 
taken the form of items or utensils used formerly in 
barter. Further exhibits were made of the wampun 
of the American Indians, which to a large extent 
formed their medium of exchange. The beaver skin, 
which was so largely adopted as a basis of value in 
trade in our colonies, was illustrated by means of early 
manuscripts and Colonial records, showing the relative 
value of many articles of common use, and of other 
skins in comparison with this standard. 

(b) An exercise on the Colonial currency. For 
this, the earliest coinage of America, including the 
pine-tree shilling of Massachusetts, the copper coinage 
and paper currency of the individual states were 
exhibited, and we were able, for the period, to show 
fair examples, from our numismatic collection, of 
nearly all the different types. 

Later exhibits were: the coinage of the Continental 
period, — of the period succeeding the Continental 
through the various state and private bank issues, the 
"wild-cat" issues etc., up to the period of the Civil 
War. The last exercise embraced the currency of the 
Civil War period, and in our exhibit we called attention 
to the shortage of small currency at that time, and the 
use at first of postage stamps encased in a brass cover- 
ing to protect them from damage, and then the issues 
by the government of the fractional postal currency, 
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store issues, the "shinplasters," the copper tokens, 
and the greenbacks. 

Other exercises assigned were: the determination 
of WiUiam Lloyd Garrison's principles and policy from 
a study of the file of the "Liberator," the great anti- 
slavery newspaper, edited by him; — the determination 
of the rights of employers over laborers, from a perusal 
of the eighteenth century newspapers; — readings 
assigned in the colonial records and statutes. One 
exercise covered the material in the museum that 
would illustrate Colonial industrial processes, which 
included the household utensils of the early days; 
another exercise called for an examination of Colonial 
newspapers and the early American Almanacs. 

I call attention to these things to show how our 
collections can be turned to practical use, and as fast 
as our time and means will permit, we want to develop 
along these lines. We feel satisfied that this group of 
some eighty students have formed a different idea 
along the lines of these exercises from those who did 
not have the advantage of our collections, and in a 
number of cases they have become deeply interested 
in our work and in later years the seed that has been 
planted will bring forth fruit to the Society. 

Another interesting feature of this year's work has 
been the opportunity to talk to the young ladies of 
the Normal School of Cleveland. Tliese future teachers 
of our public schools were sent in divisions of some 
fifty at a time and it was my pleasure to talk to them 
on the development of the old Northwest, the form- 
ation of the Western Reserve and the beginnings of 
Cleveland. These talks which I would hardly dignify 
by the term lecture, were illustrated by the use of our- 
early maps. 

The Library School of the University made its 
annual visit to the library, and in addition to explaining, 
our work and methods and showing the diversity and' 
uniqueness of our collection, a talk was given to thoa: 
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on the Shaker collection as typifying a well rounded 
out collection on a single subject. 

k Special Funds 

■ Some three years ago a few friends of the Society 
provided funds for purchasing along special lines, and 
since then, from time to time, have added to these 
funds. I know from the willingness with which these 
men have responded that it has been a pleasure to them 
to do this, and the collections standing in their names 
are increasing steadily from year to year. I cannot 
sufficiently express the gratitude of the Society for 
the aid these gentlemen are giving us, for it has made 
it possible to add to our collections many rare and 
valuable books that we could not purchase from our 
income. 

It would be most advantageous if we could add to 
the list of these special funds. May I suggest a few 
divisions of our collections that need such aid? In the 
library we should develop along the following lines : 

(a) The War of 1812 division, (b) Although we 
have extensive collections of some of the different 
states, yet there are many gaps in town histories that 
we need, especially of those states with which Ohio has 
been so closely connected, viz., Connecticut, Massa- 
chusetts, and Virginia. Two to three hundred dollars 
a year devoted to a single state would help wonderfully, 
(c) A fund, and the aid of all our members, in gather- 
ing material concerning the war the United States is 
just entering upon, the vastness and importance of 
which no one can now foretell; but now is the time to 
begin collecting this material, (d) Books on the 
American Indians. On this subject we have spent very 
little during the last quarter of a century. 

Another division, not in books but in numismatics, 
is worthy of the aid of a number. Our collections need 
rounding out. In the Continental and Colonial 
Tcncy there are gaps that could be filled with small 
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outlays and make the exhibit more complete. Of' 
course there is no limit to what might be spent on coins, 
but a little each year spent judiciously would aid much, 

Special Funds 
Otto Miller Fund 

The funds that Mr. Otto Miller has provided us 
with from time to time have been devoted exclusively 
to purchasing genealogies and other books containing 
family histories and records. This is the only resource 
we have for this purpose and has been of great value to 
us, as it has enabled us from time to time to pick up 
some of the genealogies or town records that have been 
urgently needed by users of the library. 

This year the following books have been placed to 
the credit of this fund : 

Scotch-Irish Pioneers in Ulster and America. Bolton. 

Ancestral Chart of William Lincoln Palmer. 

Ancestry of Washington. Waters. 

Some Descendants of William Palmer. 

Index of Honor Rolls, Lineage Book of the D.A.R. 

Jacob Little's Discourse, Granville, 1853, 

The Reverend Alexander Miller of Va. and some of his 
descendants. 

History and Genealogies. By W. H. Miller, Richmond, 
Ky., 1907. 

The American Genealogist, Vol. I, 18 Nos. 

The Van Pelt Genealogy. 

Documentary History of Rhode Island. Chapin. 

The Church Genealogy. 

Piitnam-Wyandt- Snyder Genealogy. 

Jewelt Genealogy. 

Fuller Genealogy in 3 vols. 

Old Families of Salisbury, Vol. 3. 

The House of Banna. By Sarah A. Hanna, Brookville. 
Ind.. 1906. 

Genealogy. A Weekly Journal of American Ancestry. 
Vols. 1-5 incl. 

Humphreys, A. L. /) Handbook to County Bibliography. 
London, 1917. 
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J. H. Wade Fund 

Some three years ago Mr. J. H. Wade established 
a fund (which he later increased) in order that we might 
round out our collection on New Jersey history. We 
were especially weak in the town histories of New Jersey 
and the generous recognition of our needs on the part 
of Mr. Wade is enabling us to gradually build up a 
suitable collection on this state. 

We have purcha.sed from this fund a number of 
exceedingly valuable books; perhaps the most valuable 
one, being a typewritten copy of the old manuscript 
record book of Elizabeth, New Jersey. 

The other books added to this collection are as 
follows : 

Wheeler, E. S. Scheyickbi and the Strand. 1876. 

Early Records of the Township of Orange, with biograph- 
ical notes. 1897. 

Urquhart, F. J. Short History of Newark. 1916. 

Philhower, C. A. Brief History of Chatham. N. J. 
1914. 

Brown, W. M. Biographical, Genealogical and Descrip- 
tint History of New Jersey. 1900. 

NelsoD, William. Biographical Cyclopedia of New 
Jersey. 2 vols. 1913. 

Chambers, T. F. Early Germans of New Jersey. 1895. 

f Thomas, Gabriel. Historical Description of West-New- 
ersey. 1698. (Reprinted 1848.) 
Wall, J. P. NeiD Brunswick. 1908. 
Wall, J. P. Old Markets of New Brunswick. 1914. 
Barber & Howe. Historical Collections of New Jersey. 
IS44. 

Brown, E.S. History of Nutley, N. J. 1907. 
Corwtn, E. T. Historical Discourse on Occasion of the 
Centennial Anniversary of the Reformed Dutch Church of 
Millstone. 1866. 

Atkinson, Joseph. History of Newark. 1878. 
Steams, J. F. First Church in Newark; Historical Dis- 
courses. 1853. 

History of the Reformed Church at Peapack, N. J. 1881. 
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F. F. Prentiss Fund 

Mr. Prentiss has very graciously added to the 
fund furnished some few years ago, which we have been 
using to purchase Ohio items exclusively, as they have 
been offered from time to time. 

With this fund we have added to the Library 34 
books and 104 pamphlets bearing on Ohio, which were 
lacking in our collections. Among these books are a 
number of exceedingly rare Ohio imprints, representing 
the early presses in different Ohio towns; one book 
obtained I have been unable, thus far, to find trace of 
another copy listed anywhere, although I have a faint 
impression of having seen a copy in some collection. 
It is John Kilbourne's Columbian Geography, published 
in Chillicothe by Nashee and Derby in 1815. We are 
pleased to get any books representing early printing, 
especially in Ohio. 

H. A. Sherwin Fund 
The fund which was established by Mr. H. A, 
Sherwin, just before he died, for the purchase of books 
on Mormonism, has been the means of bringing into 
the library some forty books and pamphlets. As fast 
as the early Mormon books are offered to us, at prices 
which seem reasonable, we have added them to our 
collection. 

During the year the following were purchased : 

Talmage, Dr. James E. The Book of Mormon. Two 
Lectures. 

Thompson, Charles, Evidences in Proof of the Book of 
Mormon Being a Divinely Inspired Record. 
Das Buck Mormon. Hamburg, ISSi. 
Codman, John. The Mormon Country. 
(Mackay, Chas.) The Mormons or LaUer-Day Saints. 
Sded. 

Waite, Mrs. C. V. The Mormon Prophet and Bis Harem. 
Chandless, William. A Visit to Salt Lake. 
Freece, Hans. F. The Letters of an Apostate Mormon to 
His Son. 
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Ward, Austin N, Male Life Among the Mot 

Smith, Joseph. Mormon Portraits. 

Thomas, John. Sketch of the Mormons. 

Dougal. The Mormon Prophet. 1899. 

The Latter Day Saints' MUlenial Star. Vol. IS. 

"Mormooism." Conybeare. The Edinburgh Review. 
London, 1854. 

Mormonism Exposed. Joseph Smith. By John Bowes. 
London (1850). 

Richards, Franklin D. Doctrines of the Latter-Day 
Saints. London, 1857. 

Tayider, T. W. P. The Mormjm's Own Book. London. 
1855. 

Tayider, T. W. P. The Mormon's Oum Book. London. 
1867. 

IVatt, P. P. Late Persecution. 1840. New York. 

Snow, Lorenzo. The Only Way to Be Saved. London. 
1854. 

B^le View of Polygamy. 

Brown, Benjamin. Testimonies/or lite Truth. Liverpool. 
1853. 

Dunn, Rev. Ballard S. The Twin Monsters. New 
York. Sd ed. 

DeLeon, Edwin. Mormonism. 2 vols. 

Cannon, F. J. Brigham Young and Bis Mormon Empire. 
N. Y. (cl913,) 

Caswall, Henry. The Prophet of the 19th Century. Lon- 
don. 1843. 

Mormonism UnveiUd. Hartford. 1881. 

Lamb, M. T. The Golden Bible; or the Book of Mormon. 
N. Y. 1887. 

Pratt, P. P. A Voice of Warning and Instruction to AU 
People. 6th ed. Edinburgh. 1847. 

The Seer. Vol. 1, Nos. 1-12; vol. 2. Nos. 1-6. Pub. by 
Orson Pratt. 

Book of Mormon. Liverpool. 1852. 

Paddock. Mrs. A. G. The Fate of Madam LaTour. 
N. Y. 1881. 

Pratt, Parley P. Key to the Science of Theology. Salt 
Lake City. 1874. 

Pratt, Parley P. A Voice of Warning and Instrudian 
to AU People. Manchester, Eng. .1841. 
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Little, J. A. From Kirtlandto Salt Lake City. Salt Lake 
City. 1890. 

Hawthorn thwaite's Adventures Among Ike Mormons as 
an Elder During the Last Eight Years. Mancliester. 
18S7. 

Ralph King Fund 
Mr. Ralph King has put the Society under further 
obligations to him for a most valuable group of books 
on Costume. These have been received during the 
early part of the winter and have proved of great 
interest and value to our readers. One only need to 
know the rarity of these fine hand-colored and hand- 
somely bound volumes to appreciate the value of these 
gifts of Mr. King. 

Following is a list of the main titles: 

Jacquemin. [conograpkie du Costume. 

Walker. The Costume of Yorkshire. 1885. 

Costume of Ladies of Paris and London. 1786-1794. 
3 vols. 

Collecdon General Tragea de Espania. 1801. 

Davey, Richard. Furs and Fur Garments. 

Freaks of Fashion. 

Early American Native Costumes. 

Alexander. The Dress and Manners of the Austrians. 
(181S.) 

Reinhardt. A Collection of Swiss Costumes. London. 

MoeuTS et Coulumes des peupUs. 2 vols. Paris. 1811. 

Costumes of the Canary Islands. London. 1829. 

Gallery of Fashion. 1794-1797. 

Doyley. The Costume and Customs of Modem India. 
London. 

Types et caracleres Anciens. Paris. 1841, 

The Military Costume of Turkey. London. 

The Wm. P. Palmer Fund 

By means of this fund the collection of books and 

pamphlets relating to President Lincoln has been 

enlarged by several hundred during the year. To 'the 

collection on the Civil War a number of newspapers 
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of the Confederate states, which are found only at 
rare intervals now, have been added, filling in many 
gaps in our files. 

The largest addition to any one division made 
during the year has been to that of Slavery; an 
unusually large number of books and pamphlets of the 
eighteenth century bearing on this subject have been 
purchased. A number of rare editions of Uncle Tom's 
Cabin have come in, including copies of the first 
American and the first English editions. 

All told there have been 955 volumes and 2524 
pamphlets added to the Wm. P. Palmer Collection on 
the Civil War during the past year, in addition to the 
manuscripts, maps, portraits, medals, etc. 

J. D. Cox Fund 
This last year Mr. J. D. Cox has provided us with 
funds to buy a number of rare Ohio items. 

In checking up Thomson's Bibliography of Ohio, we 
find that the Society has the larger proportion of the 
books there recorded. Among those it lacks are a 
number of very rare Ohio items, books which only 
appear at long intervals in the market and then com- 
mand rather high prices. 

Mr. Cox has made it possible for us to obtain a 
number of these books, and has kindly expressed his 
willingness to aid us in this direction from time to time. 
Among the books purchased through this fund, we 
enumerate the following; 

Witliani Smith. A brief vieio of the conduct of Pennsyl- 
ran iafor the year 1755; so far as it affected the general service 
of the British colonies, particularly the expedition under the 
late General Braddock. Published in London, 1756. 

Report of the Lords Commissioners for trade and 
plantations on the petition of the Honourable Thomas 
Walpole • * * for a grant of lands on the Biver Ohio 
for the purpose of erecting a new Government, London, 
1772. 

William Smith. A brief state of the province of Pennsyl- 
vania, in which the conduct of their assemblies for several 
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years past is impartially examined, and the true cause of the 
continual eacFOachmentfi of the French displayed, more 
especially the secret design of their late unwarrantable 
invasion and settlem.eat upon the Ohio BJver. LoodoD. 
1755. 

An answer to a pamphlet entitled, A bruf gUtU of the 
Pronnce of Penmyhania. London. 1755. 

Thomas Paine. Public Good: being an esaminatioD into 
the claim of Virginia to the vacant Western Territoiy. 
Published in Albany. 1780? 

Benjamin Franklin. A true- and impartial state of the 
Province of Pennsylvania. Philadelphia. 1759. 

Adam Walker. A journal of ttco coTnpaignt of the 
Fourth Regiment of U. S. Infantry in the Michigan and 
Indiana territories, under the command of Col. John P. 
Boyd and Lieutenant James Miller, in 1811-12. Keene, 
N, H., 1816. This is a verj- scarce item and relates to the 
campaif^ns in Ohio, and has an extensive account of Col. 
BaUs fight on the Sandusky River. 

Thomas Hutchins. A Topographical description of 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and North Carolina 
comprehending the Rivers Ohio, Scioto, etc. London. 
1778. 

State of the British and French colonies in North America. 
London. 1755. 

In addition to these a number of other Ohio il 
have been purchased from this fund. 

Gifts to the Library 

Outside of the gifts received through special fundsg 
probably the largest individual gift this year has been 
that of Hon. T. E. Burton. This collection has just 
been received and has not been accessioned or evei^ 
unpacked. Besides a number of volumes, there 
several thousand pamphlets, the accumulation of tha 
many years of active work of Senator Burton in public 
affairs. We hope as soon as possible to go through 
this collection and arrange and classify it. 

Mr. Daniel R. Taylor has shown a deep interest: 
in our work and on his own initiative, and at his pei> 
sona! expense, has sent out a large number of letl 
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asking for the old text-books of the early days. Already 
we are beginning to get results from these letters, not 
only in early text-books, which are becoming more 
interesting and valuable every year, but also in many 
other books that have been unearthed in the search. 
The Society owes a debt of gratitude to Mr. Taylor 
/or undertaking to gather together these books that 
formed the basis of the education of our pioneers. 

To this collection Mr. Homer H. Johnson has con- 
tributed some nine early text-books that were used by 
his ancestors. Mrs. J. C. Gerould also contributed a 
number, besides many other books and manuscripts. 
Mrs. Mabel Askue gave two early texts. 

From Lieutenant Hart, of Taconia, Washington. Ad- 
dress on Abraham Lincoln by C. P. Bissett. 

Mrs. A. R. Warner, Cleveland. Knight and Parson's 
Burineas DirectoTy. Cleveland Illustrated, by Wm. Payne. 
1876. Vest's Business DirecloTy of Cleveland. \^Q-1 . This 
is the second issue of Peet's directory and the third of 
Cleveland directories. Mr. Feet was Mrs. Warner's grand- 
father. 

Mr. Edwin Swift Balch, Philadelphia, Pa. Elise WiMing 
Balck, in Mereioriam. 

Mr. J. F. Conaway. The Forty-fourth annual banquet 
of tke Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

The American Geographical Society. Eight volumes of 
their Journals, and about 100 numbers of their Bulletin. 

Mrs. Brenton B. Babcock. History of Londonderry by 
Rev, Parker. 

Mr. S. P. Baldwin is continuing to show the same 
interest in the Society that his father, Judge Baldwin 
and his uncle, Mr. David C. Baldwin, constantly 
maintained through the first thirty years of the 
Society's history. He has sent in a large number of 
books this year, among which is a set of the National 
Geographical Society Publications, bound in half 
morocco; a number of early Ohio imprints; Professor 
Wright's Asiatic Russia, also Professor Wright's Story 
of My Life and Work. All told we are indebted to Mr. 
~ ildwin for 110 volumes and about 100 pamphlets. 
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Some of the other gifts to the library have been 
follows: 

Mr. P. W. Harvey. One hundred and thirty bound 
volumes of magazines. 

Mrs. P. M. Hitchcock. One hundred miscellaneous 
pamphlets. 

Mr. T. S. Knight. Ten miscellaneous volumes. 

Mr. C. B. Moore. Some Aboriginal Sites on Green River, 
Kentucky. 

Mr. Frank B. Moore. A collection of 100 books and 
pamphlets given in the name of Caroline E. Moore. 

Col. John P. Nicholson. A number of different lots of 
pamphlets on the Civil War. 

O. W. Norton, Chicago. Attack and Defense of Liitls 
Round Top: Army letters, 1861-65; and, Two Bugle Calls. 

Miss L. E. Oakley. One of five typewritten copies of 
her Biographical Sketch of Calvary Morris, made for The 
Cleveland Trust Company. 

Mr. James Parmelee, Washington, D. C. Volume 2 of 
Stokes' Iconography of Manhattan Island. 

Pennsylvania State Library. Pennsylvania archives, 
seventh series, vols. 1-5. Frontier Forts of Pennsylvania, 
« vols. 

Mrs. E. R. Perkins. Thirty volumes of the Presbyterian 
Home Missionary Society and a number of other volumes. 

Malcolm D. Rudd, I^keville, Conn. Historical Collec- 
tions Relating to the Town of Salisbury, Conn. 2 vols. 

Mrs. Frances D. Tenaey. War Diary of Luman Harris 
Tenney. 1861-1865. 

Mr. William Thompson. Life of George H. Stewart; oiao 
Marsh's Story of the Jubilee Singers. 

Mrs. F, W, Throssel. Forty-eight volumes of Harper's 
Monthly, and 39 miscellaneous volumes. 

Mr. George C. Wing. Early Years on the Western Re- 
serve. 

Mr. D. H. Bates, New York City. A number of books 
and pamphlets bearing on the history of the United 
States Military Telegraph Corps. 

Mr. W. K. Bixby. Correspondence of Thomas Jefferson. 
1778-1826. 

Mr. Eckstein Case. Hon. P. A. Armstrong's The 
Piasa, or the Dei-il Among the Indians. 
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Mr. Arthur H. Clark. Sylvester's Indian Wars of New 
England. 3 vols. 

Mrs. C. L. Clarke. Chauncey M. Depew's Some Views 
on the Threshold of Fourscore. 

Mr. John B. Clement. Statutes of the Baronial Order of 
Runnemede. 

The Cleveland Foundation. Seventeen volumes of the 
School Surrey of Cleveland. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art. Catalog of the Inaugural 
ExkUntion. 

Mr. J. A, Coakley. "Foundation Stones of a Great 
Diocese," by Lambing. St. Paul's Cathedrai Record. Pitts- 
burgh. 

Connecticut Historical Society. Records of the Connec- 
ticut State Society of the Cincinnati. 1783*1804. Alsopapera 
of the Connecticut State Society of the Cincinnati. 1788- 
1807. 

Mrs. Clara J. Craft. One hundred magazines and a 
number of other interesting items. 

Mrs. S. H. Curtiss, whose husband was Secretary of the 
Society in the early ninety's. 199 volumes and 62 pamph- 

tlets, mostly of an liistorical or genealogical nature. 
I Hon. C. M. Depew. Nine of his addresses. 
' Mr. Wm. G. Dietz. About 150 pamphlets on Finance, 
etc. A bound volume of Harper's Weekly covering the 
Civil War and Spanish American War periods, also a 
number of other valuable books. 

Mr. F. A. Emmerton. Diary of WiUiam Bentley. 1784- 
1819. 4 vols. 

Mrs. H. C. Ford. Five volumes of the CUy Council 
Proceedings. 1881-1885. Seven volumes of the Annu<d 
Reports of Cleveland. 

Estate of Col. Chas. Gibbons. Ninety-seven books and 
82 pamphlets. 

Dr. H. C. Henderson. A set of the pubhcations of the 
Southern Historical Society. Orth's History of Cleveland, 
3 vols. Harper's Pictorial History of the Civil War. 

Mrs. E. L. Harris. Sixty copies of Central High School 
papers, and 75 miscellaneous periodicals. 

Mrs. M. D. Harter. The Aaron Burr-ExpedUion; 
\ Liters to Ephraim Brown from SUas Brown. 1805-1815. 
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Geneaixjgicai. Collections 

Besides the regular subscriptions that we maintain 

for genealogical magazines from year to year, about 

100 genealogies, including those purchased from the 

Otto Miller fund, have been added to this department. 

Of these we note the following: 

From The Burton Historical Libraiy, by exchange. 
Forty-two genealogies. 

Mr. J. J. Tyler, of WarreD. Ohio. The Tyler Genealogy, 
i vols- 

Rev. \ew-ton Whitmarsh Bates. A copy of The Whit- 
maTsh Genealogy. 

The Daughters of Founders and Patriots of America. 
The Lineage Books for 1910, 1911, 1913. 1914 and 1916. 

Mr. Wesley B. Burford. A copy of the Burfortt Gftie- 
tdogy. 

Mr. J. B. Cabell. Dunharton, Va. The Majors and Their 
Marriages. 

Rev. R. T. Cross. The Grant Family, 1601-1905; also 
The Partridge Genealogy. 

Mr. Spencer J. Estey. Isaac Esty of Topsfield and 
Some of His Descendants. 

Mr. Fred H. Gates. Stephen Gates and Bis Descend- 
ants, 1898. 

Mr. Charles Hadley. Notes of the Quaker Family of 
HadUy. 

Mrs. Marj- E. Neal Hanaford. Family Records of the 
Hanaford Family. 

Mr. C. A. Hanna^ by exchange. Ohio Valley Genealogies. 

Mr. Geo. A. Jewett. The Jexcett Family of America. 

Mr. W. H. L. McCourtie. McCourtie Genealogy; also 
the Cohan Genealogy^ 

Mr. Chaa. N. Page. History and Genealogy of the Page 
Family. 

Mr. George H. Partridge. The Partridge Genealogy. 

Mr. Hosea Paul. The Jewett Genealogy, 2 vols., and the 
Year Book of the Jewett Family Association for 1912-18. 

Mr. Charles L. Peirson. The Page Descent. 

Mr, D, S. Rockwell. Eleven Centuries of the Remote 
Ance.itry of the Rockwell Family. 

Mr. E. L. Ryerson. The Ryerson Genealogy. 

Mr. E. J. Sellers, Fenteick Allied Ancestry. 

Mr. Bradford Sherman. Genealogy of the Sherman 
Family. 
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^^B Mr, H, L, Shiner, Descendants of George Euae Shiner. 

^^P Mrs. Annie Morril Smith. From One Generation to 

Another, and Morrill Kindred in ATriertca. 

Mr. Clarence D. Smith. The Peck Family Record, vol. 1. 

Mr. D. L. Tappan. The Tappan-Toppan Genealogy. 

Mr, E. G. Wylie. Chart of the Wylie Family. 

Newspapers 

We have increased our newspaper collection this 
year by 177 bound volumes and by as many more 
unbound. 

In addition many gaps in our files have been filled 
by obtaining single numbers here and there. These, 
amounting to a large number, have been carefully 
listed and put in their respective files. Nearly all the 
additions to this collection have been obtained by 
exchange or gift. 

Among the bound volumes obtained this year are: 

A bound volume containing a number of the issues of 
the Cleveland Register for 1818 and a run (not complete) 
of the Cleveland Herald, 1818-25. This is the gift of Mrs. 
A. R. Warner. 

A file of the Buffalo Evening Post, 1851-1866. 

The Nation, 1865-68. 

The London Chronicle. 1764 and 1777. 

The Allgemeine Zeitung. 1860-1865. 

The Boston Gazette, 1801, 1804. 

The North American and United States Gazette, Phila- 
delphia, 1862-69. 

The Press. Philadelphia, 1861-1866. 

The South. Baltimore, 1861-2. 

The PhUanthropisl, New Richmond, Ohio, 1836-8. 

The Railroad Record and Journal of Commerce, Banking, 
Manufaduritig and Statistics, Cincinnati, 1854-1863. 

The Methodist. New York, 1861-65. 

The .'Star, Ravenna, Ohio, 18S2. 

The Columbian Centinel, 1782-1795 

The ZanestUle Visitor, 1837-8. 

The Torch, 1916, 

In addition to the above the Society has subscribed 

for a set of the photostat copies of the Boston News 

W^Mer. The News Letter, founded in 1704 by John 
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Campbell, was the first newspaper published in America. 
The Massachusetts Historical Society, with the co» 
operation of those owning copies of this newspai>er, is 
reproducing by photostat a few sets of these otherwise 
unobtainable papers. It is purposed that the reprint 
will include at least all known copies up to 1774. 

It is very fortunate that photostat copies, whicli 
naturally are absolutely accurate, are being made, sa 
that some of the rarest and almost inaccessible material 
are made available to students in different sections. 

Almanacs 

Another example of valuable photostat work is thl 
set of the early Massachusetts almanacs which has beei 
given to the Society by Mr. Palmer, 

As many of our members may know, the first print- 
' ing press in America was set up to print the almanaiS 
of 1639. Of these early Massachusetts almanacs, the 
very earliest ones are not known to be in existence, and! 
of the later ones there are in several cases only a singh 
copy available, and these are scattered through private 
and public collections. The American Antiquarian 
Society has done good work in making available the 
photostat copies of all the known issues, starting with 
the earliest one that is now extant, that of 1646, and 
continuing with all the different issues up to 1670. 
The Society is to be congratulated that one of the few 
sets issued, in sixty volumes, has been presented to it. 

Several early Ohio almanacs were purchased by 
means of the F. F. Prentiss fund. Besides these, quite 
a number have been received on exchange and giffe 
from other sources. 

Maps 

A number of manuscript as well as printed maps 
have been added to the William P. Palmer collection. 
The most valuable is a collection of some forty-fivei 
Confederate war maps, the majority of them beingl 
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hand-drawn by the engineers of the Confederate army 
and used by General Braxton Bragg in his campaigns. 

From Mr. C. W. Bingham, we have received an 
exceedingly interesting manuscript map covering the 
territory from Lake Erie to Lake Ontario along the 
Niagara River. This map was made during the War 
of 1812 and shows all the fortifications and defences in 
this section. 

Mr. Allen Severance. A manuscript map of an 
early allotment in the village of Brooklyn. 

Mr. H. A. Strealor. An early map of North 
America. 

By purchase several maps have been placed in the 
Society's collection, including Hennepin's map of the 
Mississippi region, 1687; Bellin's map of New France, 
1755, showing the Great Lakes and as far south as the 
Ohio River; also an early map of Ohio showing the 
Western Reserve with only two county divisions, viz. : 
Geauga and Trumbull. 

On account of the inaccessibility and the fear of 
duplication, little has been done of late years towards 
enlarging our map collection, except by such maps as 
were offered as gifts. With the installing of our new 
cases and the cataloging of the collection on hand, we 
can devote efforts to its increase. 



^TO»i 



Manuscripts 



The manuscript collections of the Society have 
eived many valuable additions. The latest consists 
of many of the private papers and correspondence of 
Hon. T. E. Burton. This large collection has just been 
received but no effort has been made as yet to classify 
or even arrange it. 

The collection on the Civil War given by Mr. 
Palmer has been increased by a large number of rare 
manuscripts. To call attention to all the items received 
in this collection would be too extensive for this report, 
but allow us to mention one special collection, perhaps 
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The appearance in print of the Records of the 
Ohio Company, edited by Professor Archer B. Hulhert, 
seems to make this a particularly appropriate time to 
publish the John May Papers which are in the manu- 
script collections of the Western Reserve Historical 
Society. The History of the Ohio Company together 
with that of the Connecticut Land Company to which 
the Western Reser\'e Historical Society devoted its 
last annual publication forms a remarkable phase of 
the expansion of New England and of its share in the 
Westward movement. Conditions were ripe in New 
England after the Revolution for such a movement. 
The land bounties promised by Congress to bolster 
up the volunteer system of recruiting the Continental 
armies had produced a class which looked to the West 
as the location of its reward. The issues of bonds or 
certificates of one form or another had created a form 
of national indebtedness which the holders wished to 
invest on more favorable terms than the general market 
permitted. Congress had possession of western lands 
by 1787 and was ready to bargain them away in order 
to liquidate a portion of its national indebtedness. 
The Ohio country south of the Connecticut Western 
Reserve and east of the Virginia Military Reserve, 
except a small reserve of 10,000 acres on the Tuscarawas 
River for the Christian Indians under the care of the 
United Brethren or Moravian missionaries, was open 
for white settlement. Congress had formulated a land 
policy in 1785. By this the western lands were to be 
surveyed into townships six miles square and sections 
one mile sqtiare. Seven ranges or tiers of townships 
lying immediately west of the Pennsylvania boundary 
were being surveyed, and as fast as surveyed offered 
for sale at a dollar an acre, half in whole townships and 
half in section lots. But bidders were scarce and sales 
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bounty claims counted in the ratio of a dollar for every 
acre of the claims up to one-seventh of the subscription. 
Professor Hulbert emphasizes the influence of the 
Society of the Cincinnati and the American Union 
Lodge of Masons in the formation of the Ohio Com- 
pany. The congenial New England army officers 
bound together by long service in the Revolution and 
by common membership in the two great organizations 
of men of the time produced a fertile field for any 
undertaking which called for cooperation or team work 
whether of land speculation or political activity. It 
may be of interest to point out that the Connecticut 
Land Company was also a product of that fertile field 
for cooperation. The leaders were officers of the Rev- 
olutionary army. Seven of the Ohio Company's stock- 
holders became members of the Connecticut Land 
Company.' 

Moses Cleaveland who had two shares or $2000 in 
the Ohio Company became a chief promoter of the 
Connecticut Company with $32,(i00 in the latter enter- 
prise. He was an officer of the Revolution, a leading 
member of the Society of the Cincinnati, and a Grand 
Marshall of the Grand Lodge of Masons of Connecti- 
cut. Certainly the promoters of these companies, men 
like Generals Samuel H. Parsons, Rufus Putnam, Ben- 
jamin Tupper, Moses Cleaveland, Major Winthrop 
Sargent, Lieutenant Ephraim Kirby and the Reverend 
Manasseh Cutler, belonged to a common New England 
class with wide associations, business and professional. 
There is no evidence in the records of either company 
of any direct connections between the enterprises. It 
was a common thing for men of affairs to be members 
of several land spjecuiating companies. The same men 
who were colonizing Ohio were exploiting the lands of 
western New York and Maine. 
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EThe Connecticut Land Company which purchased 
e Western Reserve in 1795 after the hard times of 
jvSJ and 1792 and after the conquest of the Indians 
ty General Anthony Wayne in 1795 escaped from many 
of the difficulties which the Ohio Company experi- 
enced. By the time any considerable population was 
located on the Western Reserve, Ohio territory had 
teen organized and cast its protecting influence over 
"the whole region. The Connecticut Company did not 
liave the same problems of political organization which 
the Ohio Company had. More was left in the Western 
Reserve to the initiative of the settlers; there was less 
of company activities. Both showed to a marked 
degree the evils of absentee landlordism. The stock- 
holders who remained in the east found sales slow, 
complained of taxes, and would seem to have found 
the stock a poor investment. Mr. Shepard's article 
in the Annual Publication of the Western Reserve 
Historical Society for 1916 showed that the Connecticut 
Company surveyed its lands, cleared a few wood roads, 
and gave away a few small lots of land and small sums 
of money as bountits to encourage the establishment 
of saw-mills and flour mills. A reading of the Ohio 
Company Records impresses one with the wider 
activities of its Board of Directors. They did all for 
the settlers on their lands which the other companies 
of the day did and much more because the times re- 
quired it. During the trying early years they acted as 
a Board of PoHce and concerned themselves not only 
with the defenses of the little community but minutely 
regulated the local government of the settlements. 
They engaged a minister and a teacher, and for some 
years bore the large part of the expenses. The minutes 
of the meetings of the Directors become an interesting 
study in the regulation of frontier life by a proprietary 
company. The Directors and Agents carried the 
company through the hard times of 1791, the serious 
losses caused by the speculations and bankruptcy of 
the Treasurer, and a four year Indian War. Houses 
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were provided for the refugees of the Indian War. 
Lands were given to the Nova Scotia refugees near Fort 
Harmar and for the French emigrants at Gallipolis. -i 
The measures to advance the interests of the small M 
investor and the poor settler go beyond those of the -s 
other companies of the day and are in striking con- 
trast to the indifference and undemocratic features of 
the rival policy of Congress on the Seven Ranges. No 
stockholder in the Ohio Company could take more 
than five shares; poor men could club together in 
taking a single share. All lands were divided by lot. 
Houses were built in Marietta by the company for 
the first immigrants. The workmen of the company 
were paid in cash or lands, and if in lands on liberal 
terms. While not many of the stockholders migrated 
to the company lands those who did had what amounted 
to a bonus. Each stockliolder's allotments as a share 
holder amounted to 1173 acres per share. In addition 
he might if he had been a Revolutionary soldier take 
up his bounty lands which varied with his rank from 
100 acres for the privates to 300 for captains and 500 
for colonels. Above these rights the stockholders who 
settled on the company lands had a prior claim to 
the extent of 100 acres in the Donation tracts provided 
they located on one of them and fulfilled the conditions 
of the homesteader. Non-proprietors who settled on 
one of the Donation tracts which were located in differ- 
ent parts of the company's purcliase secured homesteads 
on the same terms. The obligations were analagous 
to the "corn and cabin" rights of Virginia. The settler 
must within five years have built a house with a cellar 
and chimney and have cleared and planted 20 acres. 
Within three years 50 apple or pear trees and 20 peach 
trees must be growing. Yet withal the growth of the 
colony was slow. The Ohio Company divided its 
lands among the members in 1796 and from that event 
ceased as an organization to have much influence on 
ie history of the West. 
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Some of the May Papers will throw light on the 
acti^-ities of the Ohio Company in this period. In 
1909 the Western Reserve Historical Society purchased 
an old chest filled with papers from Miss Mary D. 
May of Cambridge, a granddaughter of Colonel John 
May. The papers had remained undisturbed since 
May's death, except that his Journal and a few letters 
had been removed and published.* A full examination 
of the contents of the chest revealed a varied mass of 
papers of a man of affairs in Boston and in the Ohio 
countrj'. Letters and documents from Mana-sseh 
Cutler, WUham Rufus Putnam and George Washington 
were in the disordered lot. John MayJ was one of the 
active founders of the Ohio Company, an Agent for 
26 stockholders representing 35 shares out of 817, and 
owner himself of what amounted to four shares though 
only one was in his own name. In 1788 he spent two 
months in Marietta occupied with the business of the 
Ohio Company and with developing the land which 
fell to his share in the first allotment. He took with 
him a party of laborers, "stout hearty men," whom 
he provisioned and paid three or four dollars a month. 
At Pittsburgh he secured a covered fiat boat capable 
of carrying a burden of forty-five tons. This served 
to transport the party with tools, supplies and live- 
stock—cows, hogs, and dogs. At Marietta the boat 
furnished lodging until a log house was built, and then 
supplied the lumber for the floors of the house. May's 
Journal is an interesting account of 18th century travel, 
westward migration and frontier activities. 

If May really contemplated occupying with his 
family the house which he built in Marietta the plan 
was abandoned. During 1789 he made a second and 
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his final visit to the West. This one was on a trading 
adventure with a "floating store," One concludes 
from his letters that the undertaking was only moder- 
ately successful. He found the western storekeepers to 
whom he expected to sell his wares "in a miserable 
way." Ginseng or skins were the currency of the trade. 
The remainder of his relations with the Ohio Company 
were those of an absentee proprietor and Agent. In 
the latter capacity he was virtually a sub-treasurer of 
the company for a Boston group of proprietors, twenty- 
six in number. While May was an active member of 
the Ohio Company his influence was secondary to 
that of Manasseh Cutler, Rufus Putnam and possibly 
one or two others. He kept copies of the company 
records and correspondence which came to him. Some 
of this material apparently does not exist elsewhere. 
The following selection from the May Papers is sub- 
mitted as a contribution of sources for the history of 
one of the most important movements in the coloni- 
zation of Ohio. It should supplement the Marietta 
College Historical Collections. 
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DESCRIPTION OF OHIO 

Introductory Note 

The Map was apparently prepared for use in sell- 
the Scioto Lands in France. The original map, 
author of which is unknown, and the Explanation 
lie Map by Manasseh Cutler were clearly intended 
the use of prospective subscribers to the stock of 
le Ohio Company.* 
This so-called Explanation of the Map is placed 
the head of the documentary Side Lights on the 
Ohio Company from May's Papers. It exhibits some 
of the extravagance of statement characteristic of real- 
estate promoting. The author foresaw a time within 
twenty years when "there will be more people on the 
western than on the eastern waters of the United 
States" and made the suggestion that Congress might 
adopt a sort of a peripatetic federal capital migrating 
westward with the seat of empire. It represents on the 
whole the more intelligent eastern opinion of tlie Ohio 
country in 1787 and its prospects. The chief value of 
the document as a primary source for the history of 
the Ohio Company Hes in the emphasis which it places 
on the water routes. It is clear that one of the chief 
motives in locating the new town at the juncture of 
the Ohio and Muskingum Rivers was the same as that 
which caused the Connecticut Land Company to 
locate its chief settlement at the mouth of the Cuya- 
hoga. The Cuyahoga and the Muskingum were parts 
" a main highway between the Ohio River and Lake 
" ;. Cutler like his contemporaries was thinking in 
terms of small boats, river navigation and portage 
paths. With their knowledge they were right in 
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locating the western settlements at the junctions in 
the western river system. 

Document 
AN/ EXPI^NATION/ OF THE/ MAP/ WHICH 
DELINEATES THAT PART OF THE/ FEDERAL 
LANDS,/ Comprehended between Pennsylvania West 
Line, the Rivers Ohio/ and Sioto, and Lake Erie; con- 
firmed to the UNITED STATES/ by sundry Tribes 
of Indians, in the Treaties of 1784 and 1786,/ and 
now ready for Settlement, 

SALEM :/ PRINTED BY nABNEY AND CU5HING,/ 
MDCCLXXXVri. 

New-York, 28th October, 1787. 
Having attentively perused the following pamphlet, 
describing part of the western territory of the United 
States, I DO CERTIFY, that the facts therein related, 
respecting the fertility of the soil, productions, and 
general advantages of settlement, &c. are judicious, 
just and true, and correspond with observations made 
by me during my residence of upwards of ten years in 
that country. 

Thomas Ilutchins, 
Geographer of the United States. 
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AN 
EXPLANATION, &c. 

The great river Ohio is formed by the con6uence of 
Monongahela and the Alleghany, in the State of 
Pennsylvania, about 290 miles west of the city of 
Philadelphia, and about 20 miles east of the western 
line of that State. In the common travelling road, the 
former distance is computed at 320 miles; and, by the 
windings and oblique direction of the Ohio, the latter 
is reckoned about 42. These two sources of the Ohio 
are large navigable streams; the former, flowing from 
the southeast, leaves but 30 miles portage from the 
navigable waters of the Potowmac, in Virginia; the 
latter opens a passage from the northeast, and rises 
not far from the head waters of the Susquehanna. 

The State of Pennsylvania have already adopted 
the plan of opening a navigation from the Alleghany 
river to the city of Philadelphia, through the Susque- 
hanna and the Delaware. In this route there will be 
a^portage of only 24 miles. 

On the junction of these rivers, or at the head of 
the Ohio, stands Fort Pitt, which gives name to the 
town of Pittsburgh, a flourishing settlement in the 
vicinity of the fortress. From this place the Ohio 
takes a southwestern course of 1188 miles, including 
its various windings, and discharges itself into the 
Missisippi; having passed a prodigious length of 
delightful and fertile country, and received the tribute 
of a large number of navigable streams. The Muskin- 
gum, the Hockhocking, the Sioto, the Miami, and the 
Wabash, from the northwest; the Kenhawa, the 
Kentucky, the Buffaloe, the Shawanee, and the Chero- 
kee, from the southeast, all navigable from 100 to 
900 miles, discharge themselves into the Ohio; and yet 
the Ohio itself forms but an inconsiderable part of that 
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vast variety of congregated streams which visit tl 
ocean through the channel of the Missisippi. 

The Ohio, from Pennsylvania to the Missisippi, 
divides the State of Virginia from the federal lands, or 
the lands which do not fall within the limits of any 
particular State. These extend westward to tluj 
Missisippi, and northward to the boundary of the 
United States, excepting only the Connecticut reserve, 
which is a narrow strip of land, bordering on the south 
of Lake Erie, and stretching 120 miles west of the 
western limit of Pennsylvania. But a small proportion 
of these lands is as yet purchased of the natives, and 
to be disposed of by Congress. Beginning on thej 
meridan line, which forms the western boundary off 
Pennsylvania, they have surveyed and laid off sevoi 
ranges of townships. As a north and south line strikes 
the Ohio in a very oblique direction, the termination of 
the seventh range falls upon that river 9 miles above 
the Muskingum, which is the first large river that falls 
into the Ohio. It forms this junction at 172 miles 
below Fort Pitt, including the windings of the Ohio, 
though in a direct line it is but 90 miles. 

The lands in which the Indian title is extinguishei^ 
and which are now purchasing under the United States 
are bounded as before described on the east, by the! 
great Miami on the west, by the Ohio on the south, 
and extend near to the head waters of the Muskingum 
and Sioto on the north. 

The Muskingum is a gentle river, confined by banks 
so high as to prevent its overflowing. It is 250 yards 
wide at its confluence with the Ohio, and navigable by 
large batteaux and barges to the Three Legs; and, by 
small ones, to the lake at its head. From hence, by a 
portage of about one mile, a communication is opened 
to Lake Erie, through the Cayahoga, which is a stream 
of great utility, navigable the whole length, without 
any obstruction from falls. From Lake Erie, the 
avenue is well known to the Hudson in the State <rf 
New- York. The most considerable portage in 




Te£ John May Papebs 



TO 



route is at the fall of Niagara, which interrupts the 
communication between the lakes Erie and Ontario. 
From the latter you pass through the river Oswego, the 
Oneyda lake, Wood's creek, and find a short portage 
into the Mohawk, and another occasioned by a fall 
near the confluence of the Mohawk and the Hudson, 
at Albany. 

The Hockhocking resembles the Muskingum, 
though somewhat inferior in size. It is navigable for 
large boats about 70 miles, and for small ones much 
farther. On the banks of this very useful stream are 
found inexhaustible quarries of free-stone, large beds 
of iron ore, and some rich mines of lead. Coal mines 
and salt springs are frequent in the neighborhood of 
this stream, as they are in every part of the western 
territory. The salt that may be obtained from these 
springs will afford an inexhaustible store of that neces- 
sary article. Beds of white and blue clay, of an excellent 
quality, are likewise found here, suitable for the manu- 
facture of glass, crockery and other earthen wares. 
Red bole and many other useful fossils have been 
observed on the branches of this river. 

The Sioto is a larger river than either of the preced- 
ing, and opens a more extensive navigation. It is 
passable for large barges for 200 miles, with a portage 
of only 4 miles to the Sandusky, a good navigable 
stream that falls into the lake Erie. Through the 
Sandusky and Sioto lies the most common pass from 
Canada to the Ohio and Mississippi; one of the most 
extensive and useful communications that are to be 
found in any country. Prodigious extensions of terri- 
tory are here connected; and, from the rapidity with 
which the western parts of Canada, lake Erie and the 
Kentucky countries are settling, we may anticipate 
an immense intercourse between them. The lands on 
the borders of these middle streams, from this circum- 
stance alone, aside from their natural fertility, must be 
rendered vastly valuable. There is no doubt, but flour, 
flax, hemp, &c. raised for exportation in that 
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great country between the lakes Huron and Ontario, 
will find an easier outlet through lake Erie and them 
rivers, than in any other direction. The Ohio merchant 
can give a higher price than those of Quebec, for theafl 
commodities; as they may be transported from th« 
former to Florida and the West-India islands, with leal 
expense, risk and insurance, than from the latter; whili 
the expense from the place of growth to the Ohio wU 
not be one fourth of what it would be to Quebec, anc 
much less than even to the Oneyda lake. The stream 
of Sioto is gentle, no where broken by falls: At some 
places, in the spring of the year, it overflows its bankaif 
providing for large natural rice plantations. Salt 
springs, coal mines, white and blue clay, and free-stone^ 
abound in the country adjoining this river. 

The undistinguishing terms of admiration, thai 
are commonly used in speaking of the natural fertility 
of the country on the western waters of the Unitetf 
States, would render it difficult, without accurate 1 
attention in the surveys, to ascribe a preference to any I 
particular part; or to give a just description of the I 
territory under consideration, without the hazard of I 
being suspected of exaggeration; But in this we have J 
the united opinion of the Geographer, the Surveyors, 
and every traveller that has been intimately ac- 
quainted with the country, and marked every natund' 
object with the most scrupulous exactness — That no 
part of the federal territory unites so many advan- 
tages, in point of health, fertility, variety of production, 
and foreign intercourse, as that tract which stretcbe* 
from the Muskingum to the Sioto and the Great Miana^ 
rivers. 

Col. Gordon, in his journal, speaking of a much 
larger range of country, in which this is included, antf 
makes unquestionably the finest part, has the following 
observation: "The country on the Oliio is every where 
pleasant, with large level spots of rich land; and 
remarkably healthy. One general remark of this nature 
will serve for the whole tract of the globe compi 
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bended between the western skirts of the Alleghany 
mountains; thence running southwesterly to the dis- 
tance of 500 miles to the Ohio falls; then crossing them 
northerly to the heads of the rivers that empty them- 
selves into the Ohio; thence east along the ridge that 
separates the lakes and Ohio's streams, to French 
Creek — This country may, from a proper knowledge, 
be aiBrmed to be the most healthy, the most pleasant, 
the most commodious and most fertile spot of earth, 
known to the European people." 

The lands that feed the various streams above 
mentioned, which fall into the Ohio, are now more 
accurately known, and may be described with con- 
fidence and precision. They are interspersed with all 
^he variety of soil which conduces to pleasantness of 
situation, and lays the foundation for the wealth of an 
a.gricuUural and manufacturing people. Large level 
bottoms, or natural meadows, from 20 to 50 miles in 
■circuit, are every where found bordering the rivers, 
«nd variegating the country intheinteriorparts. These 
afford as rich a soil as can be imagined, and may be 
Tedueed to proper cultivation with very little labour. 
It is said that in many of these bottoms a man may 
clear an acre a day, fit for planting with Indian corn; 
there being no underwood; and the trees, growing very 
high and large, but not thick together, need nothing 
but girdhng. 

The prevailing growth of timber and the more 
useful trees are, maple or sugar tree— sycamore — black 
and white mulberry — ^black and white walnut — butter- 
nut — chesnut — white, black, Spanish and chesnut 
oaks^ — -hickory — cherry — buckwood^honey locus t— 
elm — ^horse chesnut— cucumber tree — ^lynn tree — ^gum 
tree— iron wood — -ash — aspin — sassafras — -crab apple 
tree — paupaw or custard apple— a variety of plumb 
trees — nine bark spice, and leatherwood bushes. Gen- 
eral Parsons measured a black walnut tree near the 
Muskingum, whose circumference, at five feet from 
ithe ground, was 22 feet. A sycamore, near the same 
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place, measures 44 feet in circumference, at some^^^^ 
distance from the ground. White and black oak, and -i 
chestnut, with most of the above-mentioned timbers. — 
grow large and plenty upon the high grounds. Both J 
the high and low lands produce vast quantities of "^ 
natural grapes of various kinds, of which the settlers * 
universally make a sufficiency for their own consump- -i 
tion of rich red wine. It is asserted in the old settle- -a 
ment of St. Vincent's, where they have had opportunity m 
to try it, that age will render this wine preferable to ■ 
most of the European wines. Cotton is the natural % 
production of this country, andgrows in great perfection. 

The sugar maple is a most valuable tree for an -i 
inland country. Any number of inhabitants may be ^ 
forever supplied with a sufficiency of sugar, by preserv- — 
ing a few trees for the use of each family. A tree will -M 
yield about ten pounds of sugar a year, and the labour — ~ 
is very trifling: The sap is extracted in tlie months of"'^ 
February and March, and granulated, by the simple^:^^ 
operation of boiling, to a sugar equal in flavour and-^E 
whiteness to the best Muscovado. 

SPRINGS of excellent water abound in every partof^^ 
this territorj-; and small and large streams, for mills^^ 
and other purposes, are actually interspersed, as i^^fc 

by art, that there be no deficiency in any of the con 

veniences of life. 

VERY little waste land is to be found in any part o^B^^ 
the tract of countrj' comprehended in the map which^c^ 
accompanies this. There are no swamps; and though^*^ 
the hills are frequent, they are gentle and swelling, no^e^ 
where high nor incapable of tillage. They are of a^v 
deep, rich soil, covered with a heavy growth of timber..^ 
and well adapted to the production of wheat, rye,^ 
indigo, tobacco, &c. 

The communications between this country and th^ j 
sea will be principally in the four following directions. 

1 . The route through the Sioto and Muskingum ta 
lake Erie, and so to the river Hudson; which has been 
already described. 
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2. The passage up the Ohio and Monongahela, to 
the portage above-mentioned, which leads to the 
navigable waters of the Potowmac. This portage is 30 
miles, and will probably be rendered much less by tlie 
execution of the plans now on foot for opening the 
navigation of those waters. 

3. The great Kenhawa, which falls into the Ohio 
from the Virginia shore, between the Hockhocking and 
the Sioto, opens an extensive navigation from the 
southeast, and leaves but 18 miles portage from the 
navigable waters of James river, in Virginia. This 
communication, for the country between Muskingum 
and Sioto, will probably be more used than any other, 
for the exportation of manufactures, and other light 
and valuable articles; and, especially, for the import- 
atJOD of foreign commodities, which may be brought 
from the Chesapeak to the Ohio much cheaper than 
they are now carried from Philadelphia to Carlisle and 
the other thick settled back counties of Pennsylvania. 

4. But the current down the Ohio and the Mis- 
sisippi, for heavy articles that suit the Florida and 
West-India markets, such as corn, flour, beef, lumber, 
&c. will be more frequently loaded than any streams 
on earth. The distance from the Sioto to the Missis- 
ippi is 800 miles; from thence to the sea is 900. This 
whole course is easily run in 15 days; and the passage 
up those rivers is not so difficult as has usually been 
represented. It is found, by late experiments, that 
sails are used to great advantage against the current 
of the Ohio: And it is worthy of obervation, that in 
all probability steam-boats will be found to do infinite 
service in all our extensive river navigation. 

Such is the state of the facts relative to natural 
advantages of the territory described in the annexed 
map. As far as observations in passing the rivers, 
and the transitory remarks of travellers, will justify 
an opinion, the lands farther down, and in other parts 
of the unappropriated country, are not equal, in point 
.lilrf soil and other local advantages, to the tract which 
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is here described. This, however, cannot be accurati 
determined, as the present situation of these countri 
will not admit of that minute inspection which has " 
bestowed on the one under consideration. 

It is a happy circumstance, that the Ohio Compai 
are about to commence the settlement of tliis coun' 
in so regular and judicious a manner. It will serve 
a wise model for the future settlement of all the fed( 
lands; at the same time that, by beginning so near 
western Hmit of Pennsylvania, it will be a continuatii 
of the old settlements, leaving no vacant lands expi 
to be seized by such lawless banditti as usually inft 
the frontiers of countries distant from the seat 
government. 

The design of Congress and of the settlers is, tl 
the settlements shall proceed regularly down the Ohi( 
and northward to lake Erie. And it is probable t! 
not many years will elapse, before the whole count 
above Miami will be brought to that degree of cultr 
tion, which will exhibit all its latent beauties, 
justify those descriptions of travellers which have 
often made it the garden of the world, the seat 
wealth, and the centre of a great e^npire. 

To the philosopher and the politician, on viewing 
this delightful part of the federal territory, under the 
prospect of an immediate and systematic settlement, 
the following observations will naturally occur. 

First. The toils of agriculture will here be 
warded with a greater variety of valuable productioi 
than in any part of America. The advantages 
almost every climate are here blended together; every 
considerable commodity, that is cultivated in any part 
of the United States, is here produced in the greatest 
plenty and perfection. The high and dry lands are of 
a deep, rich soil — producing, in abundance, wheat, 
rye, Indian corn, buck wheat, oats, barley, flax, Aemp, 
tobacco, indigo, silk, wine and cotton. The tobacco is of 
a quality superior to that of Virginia; and the crops 
of wheat are larger than in any other part of America., 
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The common growth of Indian corn is from 60 to 80 
bushels to the acre.* The low lands are well suited 
to the production of nearly all the above articles, 
except wheat, where the large bottoms are inter- 
spersed with small streams, they are well adapted to 
the growth of rice; which may be produced in any 
quantities. The borders of the large streams do not 
generally admit of this crop, as very few of them over- 
flow their banks. But the scarcity of natural rice 
swamps is amply compensated by the remarkable 
healthfulness of the whole country; it being entirely 
free from stagnant waters. It is found, in this country, 
that stagnant waters are by no means necessary to 
the growth of rice; the common rich bottoms produce 
this crop in as great perfection as the best rice swamps 
of the southern States. Hops are the natural production 
of this country; as are peaches, plumbs, pears, apples, 
melons, and almost every fruit of the temperatezone. 

No country is better stocked with wild game of 
every kind: Innumerable herds of deer, elk, buffaloe, 
and bear, are sheltered in the groves, and fed in the 
extensive bottoms that every where abound; an un- 
questionable proof of the great fertility of the soil: 
Turkies. geese, ducks, swans, teal, pheasants, part- 
ridges, &ic are, from observation, believed to he in 
greater plenty here, than the tame poultry are in any 
part of the old settlements in America. 

The rivers are well stored with fish of various kinds, 
und many of them of an excellent quality. They are 
generally large, though of different sizes: The cat-fish, 
which is the largest, and of a delicious flavour, weighs 
from 30 to 80 pounds. 

Provisions will, for many years, 6ndaready market 
on any of these rivers; as settlers are constantly coming 
in from all parts of the world, and must be supplied 
by purchase, for one year at least, with many articles. 
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Second. Fbom its situation and productions, no 
country is so well calculated for the establishment of 
manufacturers of various kinds. Provisions will be 
forever plenty and cheap. The raw materials for 
fabricating most of the articles of clothing and dress, 
are and will be the luxuriant production of this country. 
Though silk, cotton and flax are valuable in themselves, 
yet, by being wrought into the various articles of use 
and ornament, the expence of transportation is pro- 
portionably lessened. The United States, and, perhaps, 
other countries, will be supplied from these interior 
parts of America, 

Shipbuilding will be a capital branch of busi- 
ness on the Ohio and its confluent streams. The Ohio, 
when at the lowest, admits of four fathom of water, 
from the mouth of the Muskingum to its confluence 
with the Missisippi, except at the rapids, which, at 
such times, interrupt the navigation for about one 
mile. The descent, in that distance, is only 15 feet; 
and the channel, which is 250 yards wide, has, at no 
time, less than 5 feet of water. In freshes, the water 
rises 30 feet; and boats are not only rowed against 
the stream, but ascend the rapids by means of their 
sails only. It is the opinion of the Geographer, and 
others who have viewed the spot, that, by cutting a 
canal a little more than a half a mile on the south side 
of the river, which is low meadow ground, the rapids 
may be avoided, and the navigation made free at all 
seasons of the year. Hemp, timber and iron will be 
plenty and good; and the high freshes, from February 
to April, and frequently in October and November, 
will bear a vessel of any burden over the rapids, in 
their present state, and out to sea. 

The following observations, by an English engineer, 
who had explored the western country, were addressed 
to the Earl of Hillsborough, in the year 1770, when 
Secretary of State for the North American department 
— at a time when we were British colonies, and our 
country considered only as the handmaid to Great 
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Britain, in furnishing raw materials for their manu- 
factures. 

"No part of North America will require less en- 
couragement for the production of naval stores and 
raw materials for manufactories in Europe; and for 
supplying the West-India islands with lumber, provi- 
sions, &c, than the country of the Ohio — and for the 
following reasons: 

"I. The lands are excellent — the climate, tem- 
perate; the native grapes, silk-worms, and mulberry 
trees, abound every where; hemp, hops and rye grow 
spontaneously in the vallies & low lands; lead & iron 
ore are plenty in the hills; salt springs are innumerable; 
and no soil is better adapted to the culture of tobacco, 
flax and cotton, than that of the Ohio. 

"2. The country is well watered by several 
navigable rivers, communicating with each other; by 
which, and a short land carriage the produce of the 
lands of the Ohio can even now be sent cheaper to 
the seaport town of Alexandria on the river Potowmac 
where General Braddock's transports landed his troops, 
than any kind of merchandise is sent from Northamp- 
ton to London. 

"3. The river Ohio is, at all seasons of the year, 
navigable with large boats ; and, from the month 
of February to April, large ships may be built on the 
Ohio, and sent to sea, laden with hemp, iron, flax, silk, 
tobacco, cotton, &c. 

"4. Flour, corn, beef, ship-plank, and other useful 
articles, can be sent down the stream of Ohio to West 
Florida, and from thence to the West India islands, 
much cheaper, and in better order, than from New York 
or Philadelphia to those islands. 

"5. Hemp, tobacco, iron, and such bulky articles, 
may be sent down the stream of Ohio to the sea at 
least 50 per cent, cheaper than these articles were ever 
carried by a !and carriage of only 60 miles in Pennsyl- 
vania, where waggonage is cheaper than in any other 
part of North-America. 
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"6. The expence of transporting European manu- 
facturers from the sea to the Ohio will not be so much 
as is now paid, and ever must be paid, to a great part 
of the counties of Pennsylvania, Virginia and Maryland. 
Whenever the farmers or merchants of Ohio shall 
properly understand the business of transportation, 
they will build schooners, sloops, &c. on the Ohio, 
suitable for the West India or European markets; or, 
by having black walnut, cherry tree, oak, &c. properly 
sawed for foreign markets, and formed into rafts, in 
the manner that is now done by the settlers near the 
upper parts of the Delaware in Pennsylvania, and 
thereon stow theJr hemp, iron, tobacco, &c, and proceed 
with them to New Orleans. 

"It may not, perhaps, be amiss to observe, that 
large quantities of flour are made in the western 
counties of Pennsylvania, and sent, by expensive land 
carriage, to the city of Philadelphia; and from thence 
shipped to South Carolina,and East and West Florida — 
there being little or no wheat raised in these provinces. 
The river Ohio seems kindly designed, by nature, aa 
the channel, through which the two Floridas may be 
supplied with flour, not only for their own consumptioni 
but also for carrying on an extensive commerce withi 
Jamaica, and the Spanish settlements in the Bay 
Mexico. Millstones, in abundance, are to be obtained 
in the hills near the Ohio; and the country is every 
where well watered with large and constant springs 
and streams for grist and other mills. The passage 
from Philadelphia to Pensacola is seldom made in 
less than a month; and 60 shillings sterling per ton 
freight (consisting of 16 barrels) is usually paid for 
flour, &c. thither. Boats, carrying 500 or 1000 barrels 
of flour, may go in about the same time from Pitts-v 
burgh, as from Philadelphia, to Pensacola, and for 
half the above freight. The Ohio merchants could 
deliver flour, &c. there, in much better order than 
from Philadelphia, and without incurring the damage 
and delay of the sea, and charges of insurance, &c. as 
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from thence to Pensacoia. This is not mere speculation ; 
for it is a fact, that about the year 1746 there was a 
scarcity of provisions at New Orleans; and the French 
settlements at the Illinois, small as they then were, 
sent thither, in one winter, upwards of eight hundred 
thousand weight of flour." 

If, instead of furnishing other nations with raw 
materials, companies of manufacturers from Europe 
could be introduced and established in this inviting 
situation, under the superintendence of men of pro- 
perty, it would occasion an immense addition of men 
and wealth to these new settlements, and serve as a 
beneficial example of economy to many parts of the 
United States. 

Third. In the late ordinance of Congress, for 
disposing of the western lands as far down as the river 
Sioto, the provision that is made for schools and the 
endowment of an university, looks with a most favour- 
able aspect upon the settlement, and furnishes the 
presentiment, that, by a proper attention to the sub- 
ject of education, under these advantages, the field of 
science may be greatly enlarged, and the acquisition of 
useful knowledge placed upon a more respectable foot- 
ing here, than in any other part of the world. Besides 
the opportunity of opening a new and unexplored 
region for the range of natural history, botany and the 
medical science, there will be one advantage which no 
other part of the earth can boast, and which probably 
will never again occur— that, in order to begin righi, 
there will be no wrong habits to combat, and no in- 
veterate systems to overturn — there is no rubbish to 
remove, before you can lay the foundation. The first 
settlement will unbosom many men of the most 
liberal minds— well versed in the world, in business and 
every useful science. Could the necessary apparatus 
be procured, and funds immediately established, for 
founding a university on a liberal plan, that professors 
might be active in their various researches and em- 
ployments — even now, in the infancy of the settle- 
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ment, a proper use might be made of an advantage 
which will never be repeated. 

Many political benefits would immediately result 
to the United States from such an early institution in 
that part of the country. The people in the Kentucky 
and Illinois countries are rapidly increasing. Their 
distance from the old States will prevent their sending 
their children thither for instruction; from the want 
of which they are in danger of losing all their habits of 
government, and allegiance to the United States: 
But, on seeing examples of government, science, and 
regular industry, follow them into the neighborhood of 
their own country, they would favour their children 
with these advantages, and revive the ideas of order, 
citizenship, and the useful sciences. This attention, 
from these neighbouring people, would increase the 
wealth and population of the new proposed settlement. 

Fourth. In the ordinance of Congress, for the 
government of the territory northwest of the Ohio, 
it is provided that, after the said territory acquires a 
certain degree of population it shall be divided into 
states, the eastern State, that is thus provided to be 
made, is bounded on the Great Miami on the west, 
and by the Pennsylvania Hue on the east. The centre 
of this state will fall between the Sioto and the Hock- 
hocking. At the mouth of one of these rivers, will 
probably be the seat of government for this State: 
And, if we may indulge the sublime contemplation of 
beholding the whole territory of the United States 
settled by an enlightened people, and continued, under 
one extended government — on the river Ohio, and not 
far from this spot, will be the seat of empire for the 
whole dominion. This is central to the whole; it will 
best accommodate every part; it is the most pleasant, 
and probably the most healthful. 

Altho' it is an object of importance, that Congress 
should soon fix on a seat of government — yet, in the 
present state of the country, it is presumed, it will not 
be thought best that such seat be considered as im- 
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jnovably fixed. To take the range of the Alleghany 
^mountains from north to south, it is probably 20 
jears will not elapse, before there will be more people 
on the western than on the eastern waters of the United 
States. The settlers ought even now to have it in 
view, that government will forever accommodate them 
as much as their brethren on the east: This may be 
necessary, to prevent their forming schemes of inde- 
pendence, seeking other connexions, and providing for 
their separate convenience. As it is the most exalted 
and benevolent object of legislation that ever was 
aimed at, to unite such an amazingly extensive people, 
and make them happy, under one jurisdiction, every 
act of Congress under the new constitution by looking 
forward to this object, will, we trust, inculcate and 
familiarize the idea. They will, no doubt, at an early 
period, make a reservation or purchase of a suitable 
tract of land for a federal town, that will be central 
to the whole; and give some public intimation of such 
intention to transfer the seat of government, on the 
occurrence of certain events — such as, comparative 
population, &c. This would render such transfer easily 
practicable, by preventing the occasion of uneasiness 
in the old States; while it would not appear to be the 
result of danger, or the prosfiect of revolt, in the new. 

EXTRACTS 

From the Letters of M. St. John De Crevecoeur, 
Consul of France for the Middle States in America— 
lately published in Europe. 

"The Ohio is the grand Artery of that part of 
America beyond the mountains; it is the centre where 
all the waters meet, which on one side run from the 
Alleghany mountains, and on the other come from the 
high land in the vicinity of the lakes Erie and Michigan, 

"It has been calculated, that the region watered 
'^y those rivers, &c. comprised between Pittsburgh and 
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the Missisippi, contains at least 260,000 square miles, 
equal to 166,920,000 acres. It is, without a doubt, the 
most fertile country . . . the most diversified and best 
watered soil, and that which offers to agriculture and 
commerce the most abundant and easy resources, of 
all those that the Europeans have heretofore dis- 
covered and peopled. 

"It was on the 10th of April, at eight o'clock in the 
morning, that we quitted the key of Pittsburgh, and 
gave ourselves up to the current of the Ohio." 

"This sweet and tranquil navigation appeared to 
me like an agreeable dream : Every moment presented 
to me new perspectives which were incessantly diver- 
sified by the appearance of the islands, points, and the 
windings of the river, without intermission , , . changed 
by this singular mixture of shores more or less woody; 
whence the eye escaped, from time to time, to observe 
the great natural meadows which presented themselves, 
incessantly, embellished by promontories of different 
heights, which for a moment seemed to hide, and then 
gradually unfolded to the eyes of the navigator, the 
bays and inlets, more or less extensive, formed by the 
creeks and rivulets which fall into the Ohio. What 
majesty in the mouths of the great rivers which we 
passed ! Their waters seemed to be as vast and as pro- 
found as those of the river upon which we floatedl 
I never before felt myself so much disposed for medita- 
tion: My imagination involuntarily leaped into futur- 
ity; the absence of which was not afflicting, because it 
appeared to me nigh— I saw those beautiful shores 
ornamented with decent houses, covered with harvests 
and well cultivated fields; on the hills exposed to the 
north, I saw orchards regularly laid out in squares; on 
the others, vineyard plats, plantations of mulberry 
trees, locust, &c. I saw there, also, in the inferior 
lands, the cotton tree, and the sugar maple, the sap of 
which had become an object of commerce. I agree* 
however, that all those banks did not appear to me 
equally proper for culture; but, as they will probably 
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remain covered by their native forests, it must add to 
thf beauty, to the variety, of this future spectacle. — 
What an immense chain of plantations! What a long 
succession of activity, industry, culture, and commerce, 
is here offered to the American! — I consider then, the 
settling of the lands, which are watered by this river, 
as one of the finest conquests that could ever be 
presented to man; it will be so much the more glorious, 
as it will be legally acquired of the ancient proprietors, 
and will not exact a single drop of blood — It is destined 
to become the source of force, riches, and the future 
glory of the United States. 

"Towards noon, on the third day, we anchored at 
the mouth of the Muskingum, in two fathoms and an 
half of water. In order to give you a weak idea of 
what I call the Anatomy of the Ohio, I will speak to 
yon of this river, and let you have a glimpse of what 
will one day be the utility of all its branches. It falls 
into the Ohio 172 miles from Pittsburgh, and is 120 
fathoms wide; it is deep, and navigable for large 
vessels to 147 miles in the inner part of the lands; its 
current is moderate, and never overflows the banks, 
which are elevated, without being steep; one of its 
branches approaches all at once the greatest of the 
sources of the Sioto, called tlie Seccaium, and the 
river Sandusky; this last falls, as you know, into the 
great bay of the same name, at the bottom of the lake 
Erie. It is towards one of the principal branches of the 
Muskingum, that the great savage village of Tuscarawa 
is built; whence a carriage of two miles lead to the river 
Cayahoga, deep and rather rapid, the mouth of which, 
in lake Erie, forms an excellent harbour for ships of 
200 tons. This place seems to be designed for a spot 
for a town; and many persons of my acquaintance have 
already thought of it. All the travellers and hunters 
have spoken to me with admiration of the fertility of 
the plains and hills watered by the Muskingum; also, 
of the excellent fountains, salt pits, coal mines (particu- 
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STATEMENT BY CUTLER AND SARGENT 
TO THE BOARD OF THE TREASURY, 
JULY 26, 1787* 
Introductory Note 
An examination of the Records of the Ohio Com- 
pany during the negotiations with Congress for the- 
purchase leaves the impression that some of the notes 
and letters which passed between the representativea 
of the Ohio Company and the committee of Congres 
have disappeared. This statement by Cutler and 
Sargent appears to be one of these fugitives from the 
company's archives. Congress on July 23 had author- 
ized the Treasury Board to enter into a contract with. 
the representatives of the Ohio Company, On July 
26 Cutler and Sargent submitted this explanation ot 
the conditions of the purchase acceptable to them- 
selves. The third paragraph shows how thoroughly 
the Scioto Purchasehad been grafted onto the original 
proposal. The first two payments covered the Ohio 
Company's real purchase, the installment feature 
covered the option on the Scioto lands which later fell 
through from inability to raise the funds with which 
to meet the annual payments. The "pwwerfull 
barrier" argument is pressed in the conclusion as 
final reason why Congress should meet the terms 
proposed by the Ohio Company. 

Document 

Gentlemen, New York, July 26, 1787. 

We observe by the act of the 23rd instant that youc 
honorable board is authorised to enter into a contract 
for the sale of a tract of land therein described on 

■Publinbad In put In Ilu OUd AtAecHopai and Hiitaricml SoeiMy PobliemtiBni, Tol. 

milts. 
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certain conditions expressed in the act. As we suppose 
this measure has been adopted in consequence of 
proposals made by us, in behalf of ourselves and 
associates, to a Committee of Congress, we beg leave 
to inform you, that we are ready to enter into a con- 
tract for the purchase of the lands described in the act; 
provided you can conceive yourselve authorised to 
admit of the following conditions, which in some degree 
vary from the report of the Committee, Viz. 

The subordinate surveys shall be compleated as 
mentioned in the act, unless the frequency of Indian 
interuptions may render the same impracticable with- 
out an heavy expence to the Company. — 

The mode of payment we propose is half a million 
of dollars when the contract is executed; another half 
million when the tract as discribed is surveyed by the 
proper Officer of the United States; and the remainder 
is six equal payments computed from the date of the 
second payment. — 

The lands assigned for the establishment of an 
University to be nearly as possible the Center of the 
first million and half Acres we shall pay for, for to 
fix it in the center of the proposed purchase might too 
long defer the establishment. — 

When the second payment shall be made the pur- 
chasers shall receive a deed for as great a quantity 
of land as a million of dollars will pay for at the price 
agreed on— after which we will agree not to receive 
any further deeds for any of the lands purchased, only 
as such i>eriod and on such conditions as may be agreed 
on between the board and the purchasers.— 

As to the security which the act says shall be good 
be and sufficient we are unable to determin what those 
terms may mean in the contemplation of Congress or 
of your honrable board. — We shall therefore only 
observe, that our private fortunes and that of most 
of our associates be embarked in the support of the 
purchase it is not possible for us to offer any adiquate 
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security, but that of the land itself as is usual in great 
land purchases. — 

We will agree to regulate so to regulate the contract, 
that we shall never be entitled to a right of entry or 
occupancy but on lands actually paid for, nor receive 
any deed till our payments amount to a million of 
dollars, and then only in proportion to such payments. 

The advance we shall always be under without any 
formal deed, together with the improvements we made 
on the lands will we presume be ample security even 
if it were not the interest as well as the disposition of 
the Company to lay the foundation of their establish- 
ment on a sacre regard to the rights of Posterity. 

If these terms are admitted we shall be ready to 
conclude the contract. If not we shall have to regret 
for a numerous class of our Associates, that the certif- 
icates they received as specie at the risk of their lives 
and fortune in support of the common cause, must 
for a considerable time longer wait the tedious and 
precarious issue of public events; (altho' they are willing 
their right in them on terms advantagious to the 
public) and that the United States may lose an oppor- 
tunity of securing in the most effectual manner, aa 
well as improving the value of their western Terratory, 
whilst they establish a powerful barrier against the 
irruption of the Indians or any attempts of the British 
power to interupt the security of the adjoining States, 

We have the honour to be with the greatest respect, 
for ourselves and 
Associates. 

Gentlemen 
Your Obedient Humble servants 
Man'' Cutler 
The Honrable Winthrop Sargeant. 

(signed) 
The Board of Treasury. 
Compared with the original in the Office of the board 
of Treasury 

(signed) W" Duer Secty. 
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A FINANCIAL STATEMENT BY THE 
TREASURER OF THE OHIO COMPANY. 

Introductory Note 

The chief value of the treasurer's statement like 
that of the receipt which accompanies it is in the 
clear evidence of the share of Duer and the other 
Associates of the Scioto group in enabling the Ohio 
Company to meet its first payment. General Parsons 
had proposed on behalf of the Ohio Company in May, 
1787, a three hundred thousand dollar purchase. 
Cutler and Sargent inspired and aided by the group of 
practised financiers about the Treasury Department 
found a way to enlarge the project appreciably. 

Document 

New York Nov. 13th 1788— 

I do hereby Certify, that on y" 27th of Oct' 1787 
when I made the first payment for the Ohio Company, 
their actual funds paid into my hands amounted to 
only Three Hundred & fifty six Thousand, & seven 
Hundred & twenty one & 47-90 dollars; and that the 
Ballance of one Hundred and forty Three Thousand, 
two Hundred & seventy eight & 43-90 dollars was the 
property of the Associates of the Scioto Company, & 
loaned to the first mentioned Company, for y' purpose 
of compleating their first payment, upon Conditions of 
being reimbursed out of y* first Securities afterward 
to be paid into my hands by the agents of y" Ohio 

^^ Company, which has since been done. 

^L Rich^ Piatt 

^H Treas'. of y' Ohio Company 

^H (A true Copy) 
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Securities received from the Agents to y* 27**" 

Oct'. 1787, inclusive. 

Dollars — 

ITmthiop Sargent 4^ Oct' 1787 5.1S5.S8 

20**^ S2,088.18 

22* 18,290.67 

20* 20.67S.1S 

27 1,901.8S 

78,084.S9 

Eben' Sprout 10* 21,S44.S5 

11* 655.10 

27* 1,991.71 

28,991.26 

Benj' Talmage 12* 10,109.18 

18* 1,518.46 

11,622.64 

Archibald Crary 18* 88,689.84 

25* 808.58 

89 448.47 

Wlliam Corlis 18* 72,655.82 

22* 999.12 

78,654.84 

Eliphalet Downer 20* 11,774.52 

22* 1,988 — 

26* 448 — 

14,205.52 

Henry Jackson 22* 24.575.60 

John May 22* 8,004.78 

Benj^Tupper 22* 14.268.06 

Joel Barlow 22* 9,848.40 

Manasseh Cutler 22* 68,024.48 

26* 998.18 

64.022.56 

856.721.47 
Paid in by y* Associates of y« Scioto Company 148.278.48 

500.000.— 

Rich* Piatt Treas'. Ohio Company, 
(true copy) 
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THE SUBSCRIPTION OF THE PROPRIETORS 

OF THE OHIO COMPANY FOR A PUBLIC 

SCHOOL TEACHER AT MARIETTA 

Introductory Note 



The document is a concrete example of the real in- 
rest of the proprietors in the colony. 



^:s 
Document 
WHEREAS the Agents of the OHIO COMPANY, 
at their Meeting in Providence, State of Rhode-Island, 
upon the Seventh Day of March inst. passed the follow- 
ing Resolutions: 

"That the Directors be requested to pay as early 
Attention as possible to the Education of Youth, and 
the Promotion of public Worship, among the first 
Settlers; and that, for these important Purposes, they 
employ, if practicable, an Instructor eminent for 
literary Accomplishments, and the Virtue of his 
Character; who shall also superintend the first scholas- 
tic Institutions, and direct the Manner of Instruction. 
And to enable the Directors to carry into Execution 
the Intentions expressed in this Resolve, the Pro- 
prietors, and others of liberal and benevolent Minds, 
are earnestly requested to contribute, by voluntary 
Donation, to the forming of a Fund to be solely appro- 
priated thereto. — That the Agents will exert themselves 
in promoting Subscriptions, and paying the Monies 
they may collect into the Treasury; and the Treasurer 
is to report to the Directors, at or before their next 
Meeting." 

And whereas the Directors of the said Company, by 
their vote of the same Day, have fully approved of the 
Resolutions aforesaid, and have added their SoUcita- 
ions to the Request of the Agents: 
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ORIGINAL RECORD OF THE FIRST POLICI 
WEST OF THE OHIO RIVER 

Introductohy Note 
The Directors of the Ohio Company instituted local 
government and acted as a Board of Police. In the 
latter capacity they created and organized a local 
military body. 

Document 

This is to Certify that the Board of Police, on the 
Banks of Muskingum, at a meeting on the Thirteenth. 
Day June, 1788. Have appointed. Col" Archib* 
Crary, Col' John May. Col" Eb' Battle, Col* Alei. 
Oliver, Col- W" Stacy, Maj' Samuel Phillips, And 
Capt. Oliver Rice, Officers to Command the Company 
(not in pay of the Ohio Company) formed by Regula- 
tions of said Board 

W" Corlis, Sec' 
Muskingum June 20*^, 1788 
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»EIGINAL RECORD OF THE ESTABLISHMENT 
MILITARY DISCIPLINE, 

Introductory Note 
The document is like those which immediately 
follow an interesting bit of evidence on the procedure 
of a frontier community with problems of defence and 
civil organization. 

Document 
I Banks of Muskingum Sg"" June 1788- 

, The gentlemen appointed by the board of Police to 
act as officers in the military department, until the 
establishment thereof by His Excellency the govoumor 
& the Judges appointed by Congress for this purpose, 
met this day & made the following arangment which 
they beg leave to report to the Honorable board 
Viz- 

Liut Col W" Stacey. 4"" 
Coll' Archabald Crary l" Leul Col" Alex' Oliver S"* 
Coll' Eben' Battelle 2-"* Major Sam' Phillips C"- 
Coll' John May 3"* Cap"- Oliver Rice 7. 

The above gentlemen have appointed the following to 
act as Subalterns. — M'. Samuel Stebbins. Adjutant 
M'. W" Gridley 7^ 



Major Dean Tyler I"* 
Leiut Charles Green 2"* 
M'. Wanton Casey 3"* 
M' James Backus 4th 
M'. Isaac Pierce 5th 
M' Paul Fearing 6"" 



M' Daniel Dunham S"" 
M' Benjamin Stile 9^ 
M' H. H. WUliams 10* 
M' Gray 11* 
M' Cory 12'^ 
M' Josiah White 13f 
They have allso aranged those who are to act as 
Private Soldiers in such manner as they think will be 
Tor the intrest of the establishment 

P Order John May Secretary Military. 
r. B. June 24*'' 
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there was an addition to the above officers of Three 
Viz* 

Col" Sprout who ranks 2°* 
Cap* Cooper 8* 
Cap* Devell 9* 
Cap* Rice altered 10* 

(Endorsed Report of officers to the Board of Police 
June 84* 1788.) 
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1 


^^^B Capt. Cooper 8 — 


30 


— 


10" 


^^^H Capt Devell 9 July 


1' 


— 


ll" 


^^^B Capt Rice 10 — 


i 


— 


IS" 


^^^H Col° Crary 






13" 


^^^B Col° Sprout 






14«. 


^^^H Col Battelle 






15" 


^^^H Lieut. Col° Stacy 






19" 


^^^H 








^^^^^1 Major Phillips 






20" 


^^^^^1 Capt. Munro 






16" 


^^^^1 Capt. Cooper 






21 


^^^B Capt. Devell 






17 


^^^1 Capt. Rice 






IS 


^^^H Officeis 








^^^H Col° Crary 






1« 


^^H Col° Battelle 






i" 


^^^H Col° May 






S"" 


^^^B Lieut. Col* Stacy 






4" 


^^^H Leut. Col" Oliver 






5" 


^^^^^ Major Phillips 






6" 


^^^^^^^^H Capt. Munro 






7 


^^^^^B Coopr 






8 


^^^^^^B Capt. Devell 






9 


^^^^^^ Capt. Rice 






10" 


^^^^^F Acting Non commissioned 


officers 


^^^H Dean Tyler 




1" 


22"" June 


^^^^^H Charles Green 




2" 


23" 


^^^^^H Wanton Casey 




3" 


24" 


^^^^1 James Backus 




4" 




^^^^^1 Isaac Pierce 




5" 




^^^^B Paul Fearing 




6" 




^^^B Will" Gridley 




7» 




^^^^1 Daniel Dunham 




8» 




^^^H Benja- Still 




9" 




^^^B Henry H. WiUiams 




10* 




^^^H Sam' Stebbins Orderly 




11" 




^^H M'. Gray 








^^^^^H M'. Cory 








^^^B M'. White 
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Privates. ^^^^^| 


1 Rxtssell Arlington 


Stephen Pierce ^^^^| 


/ Asa Babcock 


Jeseph Ransford ^^^^H 


/ Oenj" Baker 


John Russell ^^^1 


/ Joshua Chever 


Benjamin Slocum ^^^^H 


§ Wt Chever 


Wm. Smith ^^H 


-^finuel Cogshall 


Slvester Eldrige ^^^H 


■Daniel Cogsall Jun' 


Alpheous Russell ^^^H 


Arnold Celt 


John Stacey ^^^^H 


"Walter Casey 


Richard Elliott ^^H 


t^yton Dick 


John Skinner ^^^^H 


Thomas Hughes 


Nath' Stanwood ^^H 


J>Jath' Helms 


Jabish True ^^H 


Selah Hart 


Breton Perry ^^^^| 


Amos Harvey 


Joseph Levins ^^^^H 


Benoni Hubbart 


John Hubbard ^^^^H 




Walter Tufts ^^H 


Samuel Hefferd 


Trueraan Hubbard ^^^^| 


■James Johnson 


Jerysh Williams ^^^H 


Stephen Kenion 


Eben' Attwood ^^^1 


Thomas Lord 


Ehjah Attwood ^^^1 


James Leach 


Daniel Cumstock ^^^^| 


Samuel Mitchell 


W" Cumstock ^^H 


Benjamin Sargeant 


Asa Woodwerth ^^^1 


Hezekiah Medcalf 


Aaron Clough ^^^H 


Andrew McClure 


Abraham Green ^^^H 


James Minott 


James Gee _^^^^| 


Thophilus Night 


Nath * Stanwood ^^^| 


Silvenus Newton 


John Smith ^^^^| 


Robert Newell 


Oliver Fuller ^^H 


William Norton 


Sivester Fuller ^^H 


John Miller 


Hezekiah Reed ^^H 


Solomon Eldrige 


Aaron Barlow ^^^H 


James Owens 


Simeon Wright M 


Orders for the 24 June 1788— 1 


Col" John May is appointed to make the details for the M 


officers of the day, 


the officers of the day >vill report H 


to the board and the officer of the Guard will report ■ 


to the officer of the 


! day, and receive directions from fl 
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him; the officer of the day will be appointed in the 
proportion of members between those officers, ap- 
pointed by the board and then appointed by the* 
Superintendent. — 

Regulations ordered by the Board of Police at 
Muskingum River June IS*"* 1788 & Continue in force 
untill the establisliment of Government by the Gov- 
ourner and Judges. — 

The directors and agents of the Ohio Company, at 
a meeting on the banks of Muskingum the 13 day of 
June cosidering the necssaty of Tempery arangments 
untill the govournor of the united States can be fully 
known and executed, decided, that the directors pres- 
ent be a board oj Police to execute for the time beinft 
the powers of government. 

The board wishing to advance as far as possable A 
the best objects of the settlement, to prevent the 1 
Confusions arising from a state of anarchy appoint I 
Jonathan Return ^ieigs Esq' to be an officer of Police J 
whose duty it shall be to execute such regulations as 1 
may tend to clenlyness health decency or vitlity and 
propriety of moral conduct he shall pay a strict regan| 
to the Rules of the board, from time to time, to be 
made known & in causes occationally arising, he shall 
decide according to his discretion allowing an appeal 
to the board if demanded on the Spott. He shall 
report dayley such regulations as he may think neces- 
sary to be returned, adopted or rejected and all matefB 
all occurrencies, in case of obstruction in the execution 
of his duty, the S** officers of Police shall demand ai(^ 
of the Commander of the Military who shall grant it 
immediately. 

The appointed \V" Curtis Esq' Secretary; whose 
duty it shall be to obtain perfect returns of all persons- 
in the settlement and of Such as Shall from time ttt; 
time come on the ground Lists shall by him be kept 
the name ages occupations, places from whence th 
came and destination, all persons coming into tl 
settlement Shall report themselves, or if in the servit 
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of others be reported to the Secretary in 24 hours next 
.After there arivall. 

Should any person or persons arive on the ground 
■lot being proprietors the board shall decide upon the 
jjroprity of residence. 

MiUtary duty as Established by the Superintendant 
of the Cora^ affairs be Continued, and the guard shall 
tie doubled upon the same establishment only that the 
eettlers not in the pay of the Company. Shall at 
present furnish one half the guard; — the Settlers shall 
te formed into a Corps distinct from the Corps in pay 
of the Company. — under the Command of the 
who shall be fully invested with the powers of detaching 
upon Notice given to the duty before mentioned 
parad or any other duty of Safety and defence. The 
directors and military commanders or Ither of them, 
may point out to which purpose all effectives between 
ages of fifteen & fifty, shall be considered as forming 
one Corps under there Command, distinct from those 
in the way of the Company but Subject to the Com- 
mand of the Superintendent there shall be an officer of 
the day regularly appointed to attend to the execution 
of military duty. No person shall go into the fields to 
Labour or without the Limitts ofthe field, upon any 
pretentions whatever without arms. No person shall 
go beyond the limmitts of the field without Leave from 
the Commander of the Troops or the officer of the day. 
No firing shall be allowed in or near the Streets, no 
fireing shall be allowed to fire on the first day of the week 
except in cases of attack. — the Corps shal parade on 
first days of the week, for examination in suits on &c. 
under there respective officers 

Punishments shall consist of Labour for the the 
Pubiisck or expultion according t» the nature of the 
Crime but in cases of high offence be fined by common 
Law the Judges of the Territry will be reported to — 

upon the fourteenth day of June 1788 at the settle- 
ment upon the banks of the Muskingum the residents 
conveened, and the ordinance of Congress for 



^Mrer conveened, ai 
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establishing a government in the territory of the 
United States North west of the river Ohio, the Com- 
missions of the Judges in Said Territory and the pre- 
ceeding Rules & Regulations were read declared and 
proclaimed for the present observation. Conduct, & 
Government of the people. — 

Warrant 
Muskingum, 20*^ June, 1788— 

this is to certify that the board of police on the banks 
of Muskingum at a Meeting the thirteenth day of 
June 1788. Have appointed Col" Arch. Crary Col" 
John Mary Col" Eben' Battell, Lut. Col" Ales' 
Oliver Lut. Col" Stacey. Major Sam' Phillips & Capt. 
Oliver Rice, officers to Command the Companies(not 
in pay of the Ohio Company, formed by regulation of 
Said Board- 
William Corlis. Sec' Police. 
The board of Police Order and direct, that No person 
Shall enter into traffick, or Commerce with the Indians 
or any of them without a permition from the board or 
General Harmer (in which last Case the Same Shall be 
registered with the Secretary) upon the penalty of 
forfitting the articals Given & Received in exchang, 
and Such Other punishment not extending to life or 
Limb, as the Judges may inflict. 

No person shal enter into traffick or Commerce 
with any non Commissioned officer or, or private 
Soldier in the pay of the United States, without a 
regular permistion from General Harmer, or the 
Commanding officer for the time being 
by order of the Police 

W. C. Secretary — 
Muskingum June 9"" 1788— 

Nor shal any non-commissioned officer, or Soldier, 
be supplied with Spirritous Hcquers, expecting by the 
Sutlers Regularly appointed or to be appointed by 
General Harmer, or the Commanding officer of any 
garrison post Station or Command. — 

W. C. Act— 
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IX 

THE STATEMENT BY JOHN MAY AS CHAIR- 
MAN OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
DRAWING CITY LOTS 

DOCTTMBNT 

The Committee appointed to make the Necessary 
preparations & arangment for drawing the Citty-Lots 
on the East Side of Muskingum river, have attended 
that business and report that the Names & Numbers 
are prepared the Books Ruled & lined and the following 
Gentlemen appointed to attend this buisness. 

Coll' Eben' Sprout to Call the Names 
Col° Are^ Crary to Call the Numbers 
M' Barlow — to String the Names & Numbers 

May 1 

Meigs j-Writer — 
Corlis J 

tfuskingum July 7* 1788. John May Chairman. 
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XI 

THE PROTEST OF THE RHODE ISLAND 

PROPRIETORS 

Introductory Note 
Several members of the Ohio Company from 
Rhode Island, mostly persons who joined the company 
after the purchase had been made, did not understand 
the dual nature of tlie contract with the Treasury 
Board. It is quite likely that the secrecy which Colonel 
Duer enjoined upon the representatives of the Ohio 
Company was a factor in the misunderstanding. As 
the Scioto rights vanished and the narrower limits of 
the Ohio Company became evident the Rhode Island 
Associates in the Ohio Company imagined they had 
been defrauded out of something of value. Their 
complaint greatly annoyed the Directors of the Com- 
pany and undoubtedly gave them no little embarass- 
ment. 

Document 

At a Meeting of tlie Proprietors in the Ohio Companyl 
of Newport and its Vicinity at the House of Ca^ 
John Lawtons Sep' 20"" 1788— 

Information being made at this Meeting that the; 
Agents who Contracted for a Quantity of Land N. 
West of the river Ohio in behalf of the Ohio Company 
are endeavouring with sume other Persons to deprive 
said Company of the Benefit of a Greater i>art of said 
purchase altho every Step that hath been taken in 
contracting for said land and effecting a Settlement: 
hath been Supported by the fund of Said Company 
Supplied equally by the proprietors and half a Milhon- 
of Dollars advanced by them previous to the priviledge 
of entry and Occupancy — 

Therefore it is unanimously agreed that Peleg Clark 
and William Vernon, Esq', Doct' Isaac Scenter 
Thomas Rumreill Esq', and Cap' W° Littlefield 
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be a Committee to open a Correspondence with the 
proprietors in Providence & elsewhere respecting said 
Attempt to deprive said Company of their Right 
in s' purchase informing them that the propri- 
etors here are determined to Support their Claim 
by every Legal & fair measure and that they com- 
municate from time to time every thing of importance 
they may receive through their correspondence and 
that they likewise Request the Sentiments of said 
proprietors Respecting the locating a Quantity of 
land to be disposed of at a low rate or given to Estab- 
lish Settlers in such Situations as to Secure the Settle- 
ment from the irruptions of the Indians. A true Copy 
Witness 

Thomas Rumreill Clk to s'* Meeting 
[Endorsement] 
[Address — ] 

Tho". Rumrill 

Newport Septr. 25th. 1788 
Sir 

We inclose you a Note of the proprietors in the 
Ohio company in this place and Vicinity, appointing 
us a committee to open a correspondence with the 
proprietors in your state and elsewhere for the purpose 
therein mentioned: — 

We conceive the attempt to deprive us of our right, 
highly ungenerous; and when we consider that ev'ry 
measure that hath been taken, hath been supported 
out of the funds of the company supplied equally by 
the proprietors, and half a Million of Dollars, advanced 
to secure the right of entry and occupancy; we think 
it a Base attempt, in them to endeavour to benefit 
themselves to the Injury of the company by availing 
themselves of the advantage of our advances. — 

We are informed, that a Number of the present 
Agents and Directors, favour this Attempt, therefore 
we should be cautious, who we trust to represent us, 
b the proprietors meeting in December next; and that 
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any dissatisfaction, nor called on me for any explan- 
ation of any part of my conduct, which I presume you 
would have done, if you were not satisfied. But as 
representations have been made, very injurious to 
my character, & low & disingenuous measures have 
been pursued, respecting y* matter — much to y" 
injury of y' Company, as well as to myself, I shall, 
unasked, lay before you a statement of circumstances 
& facts, & beg you to justify or condemn me to y* 
world, as you shall judge my conduct merits. 

I shall first give you a short history of our proceed- 
ings. Si y° circumstances of y' Company, stating facts 
which I can fully prove — & then make some observa- 
tions on them, & y' injuries I have suffered. 

When I was appointed to go to Congress for y* 
purpose of purchasing y" lands, our Company was in 
its infancy. — The only persons who had, at that time, 
taken an active part in forming y' Company, & 
procuring subscriptions, were Gen'. Parsons, Gen'. 
Putnam, Gen'. Tupper, Maj' Sargent & myself. The 
whole amount of subscriptions were computed at 250 — 
this, I think, will appear on y' books in y° Secretary's 
Office, in y' doings of Company at y* meeting in 
Boston, March 8 — , 1787. More than an 100 of those 
shares were, if mistake not, on my list. 

After I had had many conferences with y" Com- 
mittee of Congress on terms of purchase to y" amount 
of 1,000,000, Dol" (for I had, at that time, no tho't 
of contracting for more) they seemed to insist on 5/ p' 
Acre, tho' y* price was not so decidedly fixed as y* 
terms of payment — the terms which they positively 
fixed were, one half down, y* other as soon as the 
exterior line was run. So fixed were y* terms of pay- 
ment that I was certain they would not recced from 
them. To raise 500,000 dol". instantly, circum- 
stanced as our Company then was, appeared to me 
absolutely impracticable— for we had only 250 shares 
subscribed for — 100 of them on my list, of which I 
could not calculate on more than ten that could pay 
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y* money instantly, or in 6 or 8 weeks, which was the 
longest time proposed. No person from the state of 
Rhodeisland had, at that time, joined our Company, 
nor did we calculate, while I was at New York, on 
receiving a farthing from that State. And y' success 
of subscriptions in the other States were precarious. 
I therefore proposed to give up y' idea of a purchase, 
& to return home. This determination I mentioned to 
y' Comm" & perticularly to Judge Holton & M'. 
Dane — Thus far I acted alone in the business. 

At this juncture, proposals were made to Maj'. 
Sargent & myself for purchasing another tract of land, 
adjoining y* boundaries we proposed for y" Ohio 
Company, & an offer was made of 100,000 dol" to y* 
Ohio Company, if wanted, to complete their first pay- 
ment, which sum was afterwards to be refunded. It 
appeared to us, likewise, probable that, by connecting 
y* two purchases we might extend y' second payment 
untill a line was run around y* whole, which would 
not only give us longer time to dispose of shares, & 
collect y' money, but we should gain a large sum of 
indents of interest to y* funds of y' Ohio Company, 
on y* 2^ payment. These appeared to me important 
advantages to y* Company, neither could I suppose 
it would make any difference in y' view of Congress, 
whether one, two, or three Companies were concerned 
in y' purchase, yet it might make an essential difference 
to y" Ohio Company, in particular, if we, at that 
time, kept y" separate purchases out of sight; which 
we did until! we went to N. York, to complete y* 
contract — tlien we informed the Board of Treasury 
that y* purchases was made for two Companies, & 
desired two distinct contracts — to which they con- 
sented without making y' least objection. 

As I then viewed the matter, & as I have ever viewed 
it since, y° part we proposed to act was fair, just, & 
honorable, & that y' interest of y' Ohio Company 
I be essentially promoted. 
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paoy — & gave us encouragement to expect 100,000 
dol" would be collected by them to be paid in our 
first pajTnent. But nolwilhslanding that sum & y* 
100,000 dot" from Col. Duer, it was very doubtfu! 
whether we should be able to complete y' first payment 
for my sbuscribers, (who were y* greatest number 
obtained then by any one Agent), were, generally, 
persons who proposed to be settlers, & had little or no 
money at command, depending on disposing of their 
property to make payment. The sums collected by 
other agents were generally small. So great was my 
anxiety, lest, after all. we should fail of makeing pay- i 
ment, that a few days before I sat out for N. York, I 
borrowed money, on my oWiTi credit, wherever I could | 
obtained it. I borrowed of M-. Isaac Story of Marble- 
head 3021 -s dol" of Maj'. John Bumham of Ipsw ch 
8I9S dol.— of M'. Proctor of Glocester 1001 dol'.— 
of M'. Wadsworth of Danverse 2000 dol I received 
of M'. Joseph Barrel] of Boston an order on M'. 
Dun' Ingram of Philadelphia for 8904$ — & a promis 
of M' Barrel that he would forward an order, on M'. 
Joy of N York, for 70,000 dol'*, if we could not com- 
plete y* payment without it. — For this money I gave 
my own obligation to replace y* principle with y* 
same interest due thereon — & if y* identical securities 
were not returned — indents of interest for one year & 
9 months for y* loan. Of these facts I can produce 
proper vouchers. ■ 

When I arrived at N. York, I found I had not' 
been mistaken in my calculations, for had there not 
been a much larger subscription in that City, than 
we had supposed, there would have been a great 
deficiency above y" 100,000 dol" to be paid by Co' 
Duer. My money was not paid in, untill nearly all 
was received from y* other Agents, as I wished to 
know whether there would be occasion for y' securities 
I had borrowed. The Treasurer made his calcula- 
tions, & supposed there would be a deficiency after 
Col" Duer had completed his payment, 
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sum could not be ascertained untill he knew how 
much would be paid by y' N. York subscribers. Being 
obliged to leave y" City, I paid in, of y" money I 
borrowed 4000^. for y" loan of which I have since 
paid 450 dol" in indents, which I presume I shall 
lose, as I see no way for it to be refunded. My idea 
was, at that time, that deficient subscribers, or those 
that subscribed afterward, should make up any loss 
sustained by y' necessity of loans for y' l"* payment, 
intended to have laid y' matter before y' Agents, but 
never did. I should, however, consider myself ex- 
tremely happy, if I should sustain no greater loss & 
injury than this, in consequence of my being concerned 
in y* Ohio Company. — But my design in mentioning 
the loan of this mony, is to convince you how uncertain 
our 1"* payment was, even after y" engament from 
Col. Duer, & y" exertions I made to prevent a failure. 

Thus y* matter stood when I left N. York. Nor 
did I ever ascertain y* exact sum paid in by Col. Duer, 
untill my return from Muskingum, but only in general, 
that he made up y" deficiency agreeably to contract. 
By y* Treasurer's Books it appears that there was a 
deficiency, after y" monies were paid in by y' Agents, 
& generally by y' subscribers in New York, of 95,000 
dol" — Of this sum Col. Duer paid upwards of 50,000 
dol", & engaged Col. Piatt to pay ye remainder on 
his Ace'. Which sum Col. Piatt advanced on Duer's 
Ace', except a small part of it, which he considered 
as paid on Ace' of some subscribers for whom he had 
promised to make payment. The amount of those 
shares, (as no settlement of this money had been 
made) he was unable, when I called upon him, to 
ascertain. But he assured me he would find y" exact 
sum paid by & on Ace', of Col. Duer, & forward a 
Certificate to Maj'. Sargent, which will, I presume, be 
laid before you with this paper. 

From y* above history, I think you must be con- 
vinced, Gentlemen, that we had just reason to con- 
clude, that y' Ohio Company, small as it then was. 
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could not collect 500,000 dol" in 8 weeks — y* longest 
term proposed by y* Board of Treasury for completing 
y* Contract, & that we should have been fully justified, 
if we had, solely on this account, given up y" idea of a 
contract — The advantages derived to y' Ohio Com- 
pany by connecting y' two Contracts, are too obvious 
to need any remarks. — For we, not only, made f 
contract, & obtaind better terms, in consequence of 
this connection, but we were enabled to complete y* 
contract, which we could not otherwise have done, 
without loaning money at y" expence of y* Company 
— We have also a much longer term for making our 
second payment — & in y' same proportion increased y* 
interest allowed upon it. This must be an addition 
to our funds of no small consequence. The interest 
saved can not amount to less than 30,000 dol", & 
will probably amount to double that sum. You like- 
wise must be convinced that it was necessary, or at 
least prudent, to keep y* two purchases out of sight, 
untill we were ready to complete y* contract; otherwise 
we might have failed of extending our S** payment 
until! a line was run around y" whole, & of course y* 
interest due thereon. This we much feared & were 
cautious of speaking of it. But when we were prepared 
to complete y* contract, we explained the two pup- 
chases to y" Board of Treasury-, with whom two con- 
tracts were executed, as perfectly distinct, & inde* 
pendent of each other, as they are of Judge Symme' 
purchase. 

I would, therefore beg to be informed what injury 
has been done to y* Ohio Company.' — We fulfilled our 
commission, entirely, with regard to them. Our orden 
were to purchase only to y' amount of 1,000,004 
dol" — we had no orders to purchase more, nor couk 
we have been justified if we had done it. We made n 
application of a farthing of their money to any oth< 
purpose. The price was, certainly, as low as it would 
have been, if we had not connected y* two purchases. 
The terms we obtained for our own company wei 
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more advantagious — we are allowed an interest on y" 
sum credited — they pay interest. We purchased y* 
very land we were ordered to purchase — On what 
ground then, can we be charged with unfaithfulness 
& dishonesty in y' trust y* Company reposed in us? — ~ 
Is not y* charge base & cruel? 

But I must beg leave just to notice a few things 
which have been said by those who have so ungen- 
erously attacked our characters. It has been said 
that we were under no necessity of contracting with 
Col. Duer, — for M^. Brown of Providence had told 
me that he would advance any sum we might want — 
This report is false — At y' time we engaged to make 
y* 2^ purchase I had never seen y' face of M', Brown, 
nor had I ever heard of his wishing to be concerned in 
y" western lands — The first time I ever saw him, was on 
my way to N. York y' 2** time, near 8 %veeks after the 
purchase was made, when I called upon him, & asked 
him whether he would be willing to advance a sum in 
securities, if we found that we could not complete y' 
500,000 dollars? His reply as nearly as I can recollect, 
was, that he would take 5 or 10 shares more. — It must, 
likewise, be very strange if M'. Brown had made me 
this offer, that I should have hired money at my own 
risk, & on y' terms I did, to complete y* first payment. 

The first time I ever saw Gen'. Vernum, was at 
N. York after we had agreed to purchase the Scioto 
Lands, & just as we were closing our business. He 
said something to us about being concerned in y" 
purchases, but said he did not consider us as formed 
into a Company, & that there must be a meeting to 
agree on articles of Association. This led us to con- 
cdude that neither he, nor any of y' Rhodeisland people, 
would ever join us. But as he connected himself with 
us after y^ purchase was made, Sc upon that report, 
without any intimation of any other Lands, I think 
he, & y* Gentlemen he represented, have, of all others, 
y* least ground to contend about y" other Lands. 
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It has been said the Scioto lands were purchased 
on y* credit of y* Ohio Company — The reverse of 
this is true — for if money was advanced to y* Ohio 
Company, by those purchasers, & could not have com- 
pleted their contract without it — the Ohio Company 
is, clearly, indebted to them for tlieir purchase. But 
admit that y* Scioto Lands were purchased on better 
terms by connecting the two purchases — how did this, 
in y* smallest degree, injure y* Ohio Company? — I 
doubt not Judge Symm's was benefited bj' our pur- 
chase — obtained better terms than he would have done 
if he had been y" first contractor— Shall y" Ohio 
' Company then attempt to take his Lands from liim? 
There is, in reality, no greater connection between the 
two purchases we made, than there is between his 8t 
ours. 

But it may be asked why we did not purchase y" 
whole for y' Ohio Company? — Sufficient reason has,; 
I think, already been given. We had no authority 
go beyond y" funds of y" Company. The Company 
at that time, had it not in their power to make y* 1*^ 
payment. Besides, y* intention of y" Scioto Company 
was to dispose of a part of their lands in Europe, » 
to procure a number of inhabitants to settle in the' 
western Country. This, if effected, must be an addi- 
tional advantage to our Company — they would become 
a barrier to us — our lands must become more valuable: 
— as y" value of lands must always depend on y*' 
number of people on, or near them. This was no smul, 
inducement to us to make y' purchase for them — But if 
be still asked, why y' Ohio Company could not havedoi 
this? — I would answer — that y" idea of purchasing lam 
for a Company, formed & circumstanced as ours was, 
speculate upon, where there must be large expences 
hazard of loss, is too rediculous to be entertained bj 
any man of common sense. Such speculations 
not be undertaken unless every individual advam 
money, or enters into formal obligations to susi 
his proportion of expence & loss. Was it possible f< 
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a company formed like ours to do tiiis?— We find it 
sufficiently difficult to raise y* funds for our own 
purchases, & to pay for our own purchase. — And who 
will advance interest for others, without security from 
loss? You must hkewise be sensible, that those who 
wish to obtain those lands, do not wish for them for 
y" Ohio Company — ^they know it to be absolutly 
impossible for y* Company, as such, to fulfill y' condi- 
tions of the Scioto purchase, y" amount of which, 
at y" price securities have lately arisen, will be 
nearly a million of dollars in silver. It may be their 
intention to form a Company under y' colour of y* 
Ohio Company, but it must be a Company totally 
distinct from it— differently formed & regulated. — 
And what advantages could the Ohio Company, as 
such, expect to derive from the Company those Gentle- 
men would form, which they may not expect from those 
who now hold y' Lands? And was it in their power to 
take y* lands from those who have already rendered 
us essential service, (which certainly it is not) would 
it not be extremely base & ungenerous? 

It has been said some persons became adventurers 
in y* Ohio Company, principally, from y" expectation 
of making money by those lands. — The brains of some 
persons might teem, for aught I know, with expectations 
of possessing y' whole western territory— & what then? 
— are we answerable for their visionary imaginations? 
— We reported only y' Ohio Lands — those persons 
who are now spreading jealousies & discord, joined 
us on that report — & had never an idea suggested to 
them, from y' Purchasers, of any right to other lands. 
If they had given themselves y" trouble to have en- 
quired of us, they would have been assured that they 
had not— 

Another complaint is, that we acted as agents for 
y* Ohio Company, & therefore had no right to pur- 
chase for any others, & that, consequently, all y* 
lands we purchased must belong to y* Ohio Company, 
whether purchased for them or not. — We are able to 
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prove that Congress refused to know any such Com- 
pany — or that we should be considered as Agents for 
it. When this matter was debated in Congress, M'. 
BoUen & M'. Dane insisted that there was such a 
Company, which had for a considerable time been 
pubHcIy known by y" title of Ohio Company, if. 
HoUon called upon me to produce e\'idence of our being 
a Company. I put into his hands our articles of Asso- 
ciation, which he read in Congress. But it was stilt 
objected, that we were a self-created body, & not 
legally incorporated, & therefore Congress could not 
know us as such. Accordingly y' words Ohio Coni' 
party, & our names as agents, were ordered to be 
erased from y" report of the Committee. If yoa 
attend to y' Resolve of Congress you will find that it 
begins thus — "The following report of a Committee 
"being amended to read as follows.^— That y* Board of 
"Treasury be authorized & empowered to contract 
"with any person or persons for a grant of a tract of 
"Land, bounded, &c" — It was therefore my opinion, & 
still is, that it would have been right & honorable, 
no person could have justly charged us with im- 
propriety of conduct, if, after we had completed our 
commission for y' Ohio Company, we had purchased 
any tract for ourselves, or for any other persons, 
altJio' y* Ohio Company should derive no advantage 
from it. Shall our characters, then, be stigmatized, 
when we consulted & actually obtained, importai "' 
advantages to y* Ohio Company by connecting anotiu 
purchase with theirs? — The Board of Treasury 
so opposed to y* term Ohio Company, that it was wi1 
difficulty we prevailed with them not to erase it, afl 
it was inserted in y' instrument of contract, 

Permit me now. Gentlemen, to ask, on y' other 
hand, whether you would not have blamed us, if we 
had refused y" offer of y" 100,000 dol" & y' oppor- 
tunity for extending y* 2** payment, & saving y*- 
interest upon it? — If we had returned without makings 
y' purchase, & occasioned y* expence of sending '" 
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to Congress? — Or would you not have blamed us if 
we had purchased only y" Lands for y* Ohio Company, 
& refused those advantages? Most certainly you 
would — I certainly should have tho't myself culpable. 
I am sorry, Gentlemen, to have been so lengthy on 
this subject — but I presume on your candor, when you 
consider it is not in my power, personally, to vindicate 
my conduct before you. — And, especially, when you 
cxjnsider what must be my feelings, when my character 
is cruelly attacked in an instance of public trust — in 
s. matter in which I feel conscious to myself of having 
aicted with y* strictest fidelity, & of essentially promot- 
ing y* interest of y' Company. — On my return from 
IMuskingum, I found, at N. York, that a certain Gentle- 
man, who had passed thro' that City on his way from 
3Iarietta to Rhodeisland had spread a general jealousy 
.among adventurers there, & that my character had 
■suffered much in consequence of it. Fortunately for 
3ne, Col. Talmage happened to come to N York soon 
-after, who highly resented y" injury done to my 
character — took much pains to set y" matter right in 
y* minds of adventurers. He had heard me explain 
y" whole matter to Gen'. Vernum at Providence, (who 
at that time appeared to be satisfied) & was convinced 
of y* advantages derived to y* Ohio Company. But 
still, to satify himself of facts, applied to y* Books in 
y' treasurer's Office, where he found a large sum paid 
to y' Ohio Company on Ace', of Col. Duer, without 
which y* Contract could not have been completed. 
I feel myself much indebted to y' friendly exertions of 
Col. Talmage. 

The same suggestions were spread in Rhodeisland, 
& a private Committee has been formed there to 
correspond with other adventiu^rs — particularly at 
Boston. Letters have been sent to Col. May, request- 
ing him to engage adventurers in that town to attempt 
a recovery of those lands. This information I have 
from Col. May himself. — Such measures before the 
' purchasers were called upon to explain their conductt 
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I conceive to be extremely base & underhanded— It 
is generally considered here as very threating to y* 
settlement. Col. May has declared y" settlement 
was in harmony untill two certain Gentlemen arrived 
from Rhodeisland State. Altho' there are many 
worthy characters gone into y* Country from that 
State, Yet such is y* general prejudice against y" 
state of Rhodeisland in this quarter, that many people 
who intended to become settlers, are so much alarmed 
with y' apprehension that y' same spirit, which has 
been, publicly, known to prevail in Rhodeisland, will 
be transplanted & prevail in that country, that they 
have determined not to remove for y' present. Their 
apprehensions are heightened by finding that it is 
those who sustain high Offices, who have sturred up 
jealouses & discord at so early a stage of y* settlement. 
The Ohio settlement is now become, with us, very un- 
popular — more than 30 families within y* compass of 
my knowledged, who waited only for my return from 
that Country, are now determined to wait untUl y* 
settlement is further advanced, that they may know 
something of y' society in which they are to make 
their residence. 

I now, submit y" matter to your decision. If you 
are satisfied with my conduct in making y* purchase, 
I shall expect you will, in justice to my character, 
declare it to y' world. You will feel yourselves bound, 
I doubt not, to repair y" injury I have received as 
far as it lies in your power, tho' it is an injury of such 
a nature as does not admit of full reparation. If you 
should wish for any further information, in my power 
to give, or confermation of facts, I must beg you to 
acquaint me with it. — - 
I am, 

with much esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

your most obedient, 
& humble Serv'. 
Bwich Nov. 19*^ 1788 M Cutler 
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TWO LETTERS BY MANASSEH CUTLER, 
DECEMBER 9 AND 15, 1788. 

Introductory Note 

The first letter aceompanied the explanation. Botk 
bear on the criticism which was abroad regarding the 
Scioto part of the purchase. 



Document 



Ipswich Dec'. 9", 1788— 
My Dear Sir, 

When I saw you last in Boston, you gave me en- 
couragement to expect some ace*, of what was doing 
in Rhodeisland State respecting y* Scioto Lands, but 
I have not been favoured with a line from you — I feeJ 
myself extremely abused & injured — It appeared ta 
me best, on y* whole, to state y* matter of y* purchaae 
to y" Agents at Marietta, which I forwarded by Mr, 
Story who is gone into y' Country for y* purpose <4 
preaching to y' people this winter — I take y* libertJT 
of enclosing a copy to you. My character, I presume 
must have suffered in Boston altho' I have heara 
little from that town — Should you be convinced that' 
I am undeserving of censure, it will be in your pow» 
to do much to set y" matter right in y° minds of thos^ 
who have been dissatisfied — especially adventurers i 
y' Company. Attempts to destroy characters, I ev) 
considered as one of the basest of crimes. I view y", 
highway robber, or mid-night assassin, far less criminal, 
than y' man that would deprive a nother of his char" 
acter & reputation. The loss of property, or life, with 
a man of feelings, will bear no proportion to that of 
character — the one may be regained, & y* other may 
be lamented — but a person robbed of his character, 
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can neither enjoy y* advantages of property, nor bless- 
ings of life — nor will death afford him y* consolation 
that his memory will be respected — The injuries done 
to character & reputation can never be cured. It is 
to no purpose to say y* same opportunity is given to 
vindicate, that there is to defame — for when a persons 
character is once aspersed, it is always suspected, — 
& it is impracticable to apply y* antidote as far as y* 
poison is extended. Downer, I hear, is returning from 
y' westward, who seems to have made it his business 
to defame me, in all companies, where he has been. 
He will, no doubt, discharge his artilery, & reck his 
malevolence on every occasion. He, publicly, de- 
clared, at Muskingum, on his return, I am told, that 
he would do all in his power to injure our settlement. 
One Mr. Witkam, of Fribourgh, was a few days since 
here — he has been with Downer on to Judge Syimru'a 
purchase, in order to look out land for a number of 
families, who sent him for the purpose into y* Country. 
Witkam gives y' preference to our settlements, & has 
engaged six shares of me on his return. He says that 
Downer made a very false representation of Symm's 
purchase, many times, in his hearing — particularly 
at Muskingum. Withavi gives an high ace', of our 
Lands down y" Ohio — 

By Witkam I have letters from Gen'. Putnam, as 
late as y" 27'*' of Oct'— The treaty had not taken 
place— but there were daly expectations of a number 
to come in from Sandusky. — Uncertain whether Brant 
will come in, or not — ^The Indians very friendly — & 
y* people under no Apprehensions. Gen'. Putnam 
informs me that y' report of a very fine salt-spring up 
the Muskingum, is now made a certainty — he intends 
to visit it, before he returns home. 

I have forwarded a statement of my Agency, with 
my address, to y* Agents — & would have sent a copy to 
you had I time to transcribe it — However, I wiU 
take it with me when I come to Boston— You will see 
I ._by it that I have receipts from y' Treasury, for greater 




M 
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Col. John May, 

(address) 

Col. John May 

Boston 
To be left at Mr. Joseph May's store No. S. Long 
Wharf. 
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XIV. 

Document 
THE STATEMENT BY RICHARD PLATT. 
TREASURER OF THE OHIO COMPANY. 

Sources of Rich^ Platts losses which account for the 

DifFerency in the Statement of his affairs 

Vizt By the Ohio Company, in this way I assumed to 

pay more than 

Vizt By the Ohio Company, in tbb way I assumed to pay more than 

!•» 1000,000 Dollars in the year 1787 when Cer- 
tifycates ware at 2/8 0£ of this assumption 
sum was not paid to me. Sum paid in Land 
Warrants instead of Certifyoates, and sum 
paid in Money at the time— and rendered at 
distant Period, thereafter in consequence of 
which there was a Loss of the diSerance be- 
tween 2/8 and the high price of certifycates in 
my oppinnion of 75,000 DoUara 

gnd My Europian Speculations on adventure on 
adventures of grate Extent and Long Duration, 
one of which, was for 300,000 Dollars bor- 
rowed for 1, 2 & 3 years by three persons 
eaqually concerned, who lent 10.000 Dollars 
in Money for Said Term with out Intrust, at 
Winding up of this thing, last year there was a 

loss of each man 25,000 

two other adventures of my own for about 
8,000 Dollars, lasted eight months and pro- 
duced nothing. So that the Two Sums 10,000 
Dollars and 16,000 Dollars may be computed 

as depriving me of 20,000 

and an Additional loss to me was that as the 
Certifycates went thro my hands, on there 
return from Europe. I Sold large Sums at my 
own hazard. 8/ 9/ & 10/ 0£ in the year 1790 
lost by it perhaps 50,000 

9* My large Sum of Money lent and paid fer my 
friend, long Since, much of which is not repaid, 
and by nearly 40,000 Dol» with held by W" 
Duer on a loan made by Cussineaux by 

means of both which I lost at least 40,000 

210.000 
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Amount brought Over 210,000 

Loses on 800 Scrips bought at high prices and 

long C at about «00 Doll' average 100,000 

these Scrips were ment to be Converted into 
half Shares as I held a large quantity of Stock 
but as they fell I sold out at about 136 Dol- 
lars amt* to— 108,800 

thinkiiig to replace them again at less, but the 
Markett rose up Suddenly to 200 Dollars 

again— Lost 51,200 

By the Late failures which deprived me of the 
Use and Command of Upward, of 100,00O£ in 
Cash for a Long time and thereby loosing its 
obveous Advantages at the present crices. My 
Debts were Subdivided and far extended — my 
means ware promp and at least capable of 
enhansing my fortune before they ware calH 
for--say— 25,000 

By Mess. Leonard Blaker & Banj" Luxars 
Misfortunes, by means of which I am cut 
Short of a Supposed Sum of 30,000£ being 
one half consemed in there opperations which 
ware to Terminate, on the first of January 

Next, say loss of 50,000 

My verry large deliverey of Stock for Two 
years past on Contract in a rappidly rising 
Markett, and Say More than half a Million of 
Dollars, the Loss on which may be Said to beft 50,000 
and Since my Stoppage I have already lost by 
the non fulfilment of Contracts & and other 
means to be Shewn say 16,8 



[endorsement] 
Puffing by 
Richard Piatt 
Late Treasurer of 
the Ohio Company. 
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XV. ^^ 


§■ 


LIST OF 160 ACRE LOTTS IN COL- JOHN MAY'S | 




AGENCY. 


^^M 


drawn March SS'^ 1789. 


H 




Document 




John Sprague 


868 


Joseph May 


849 


Thomas Russell 


820 


James Bowdoin 


867 


Do 


814 


John Lucas 


897 


James Bowdoin 


894 


Henry R. May 


822 


Frederick May 


874 


Sam' Perkins 


821 


Ebeo^ Wales 


866 


Will" Hopkens 


889 


William DaU 


808 


Elbridge Gary 


816 


James Bowdoin 


892 


Will" Brick 


878 


Robert WilUams 


855 


Benj" Cobb 


886 


John May Jim' 


881 


Do 


875 


John W. May 


810 


Tho" Russell 


846 


Russell Sturgus 


812 


James Bowdoin 


851 


Will" R. May 


85« 


Tho- Russell 


900 


James Bowdoin 


847 


Winthrop Sargent 


263 


The Blake 


864 


John Waldo 


818 


James Patterson 


838 


Henry Bowers 


806 


The* Russell 


845 


Do 


884 , 


Elisha Ticknor 


824 


Nathi Ruggles 


877 


James Smith 


833 


John May in Sargants Class ■ 


Eben' Don- 


896 


No. 247 




James Patterson 


871 






Sir I have looked 


over the Books untill my 


Patience 


was exhausted, in 


order to 


make out your 


36 Con- 


stituants, the last I find in 


Sargant's Agency 


if I am 


not right you will 


correct 


me in your next- 


—I have 


apphed to Sundry- 


Books & cannot give you 


a better 


account than the above if that will give you 


satisfac- 


tion, it will add to those Pleasures which h 


ave ever 


added to the felicity of Sir Y' friend & 


1 


ta 


humbl Servt. £. Battelle ^^^H 
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XXI. 
A DEFENSE BY RICHARD PLATT 

Document 

New York May 10* 92- 
Dear General 

Yestarday Had a meeting of my Crediters while 1 
was present all was peace & Decancy, but afterwards 
I am told the Devil was to pay about the Ohio, 
Company — that is because I paid them as far as I i 
able — I knew very well that this would be the case 
yet I did not hesitate & hope I never Shall have aug 
hesitation to do what is right — I am sorrey the DirectOH 
& Agents did not close with my proposal of payinj 
H M'Combs & other Notes for Stock, to them in a fina 
adjustment between us — But I know they did not con- 
ceive themselves at liberty, being only trustees for t' 
Company — However as little or nothing is now to bl 
expected excepting what may result from other peopla 
Notes — I wish the Directors will come to some <xm 
elusion, as soon as they can with propriety respecting 
the Balance due them I mean by this, that some authact 
ity Should be some where vested, in order to meet I 
final Issue of my Affairs I have made an offer of al 
I possess to my Crediters & the Ohio Company. 
Balance is in the mass of my Debts & must share thdr 
fate — Write me my Dear Sir when at leasure & believs 
me to be Sincerely your Friend 
& Serv' 

Signed Rich* Piatt 
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xvn. 

TEffi AGREEMENT BETWEEN JMAY AND 

SARGENT REGARDING MILITARY 

WARRANTS. 

Document 

New York May 3"* 1792. 
Whereas Winthrop Sergant Esq' by an Instrument 
Dated at Providence Seventh of March 1788. and 
directed to me the Subscriber did grant to Col" John 
May of Boston the privalidge of Useing his Name in 
setUing with me his Military Bounty I-and, he the 
Said May having taken in More then a seventh part 
of his Agency in that way. — I Do therefore consent 
and agree, that in every Dividend of Such of the Ohio 
Companies stock as shall be at any time made to the 
proprietors, the Said John May shall have the privilidge 
of Six thousand Acres of Land Warrants (being placed 
in the Said Sargent Agency ;) so far as Respects the 
Dividend of Said stock, there being one full seventh 
part of Sargents Agency paid in Land Warrants. Not- 
withstanding; and the agent, in stateing the several 
Claims on the stock to be Divided are hereby auther- 
ised to Make them Out accordingly — 
Rich' Piatt 
late Treasr Ohio Comp' 
& acting as Agent for Winthrop Sargent. 
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xvI^-L^^I. 

LETTERS FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OF 
JOHN MAY. 

Inthoductohy Note 

The letters are chiefly the correspondence between 
May and his representative in Marietta who was 
William Rufus Putnam, a son of the Director of the 
Ohio Company, General Rufus Putnam. Letters from 
Governor Bowdoin, Manasseh Cutler, and others are 
included. The routine of paj'ing taxes and waiting 
for the day when the tide of immigration would set 
toward the Ohio Conapany lands is the dominant note 
of these letters. An occasional comment on local 
politics enlivens the dull business of the correspond- 
ence. The letter by John May, October 21, 1808, 
cursed the embargo in true Federalist style. The 
collection shows the slow realization of the proprietors 
from their western investment and the causes as well. 
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Sir 



Boston April 21, 1789. 



As you are going to Marietta on the Ohio, WE 
pray the favour, in case you should have a good oppor- 
tunity, that you would dispose of our several Shares 
in the Ohio Company's Lands, which you know are 
nine; and we do hereby authorize & empower you to 
sell and dispose of them accordingly; provided it be 
for money, and at a rate not less than what we agreed 
on, about which you are fully informed. — You will be 
so good as to present our respectful Compliments to 
Major Sargent, and let him know our intention to 
dispose of those Shares; & that we request the favour 
of his assisting you for that purpose, in any thing in 
his power; which, from the polite attention he fre- 
quently has manifested, we are induced to hope for. 

"Wishing you Success and prosperity, we are very 
respectfully Sir 

Yr most obed' Serv" 

James Bowdoin 
Eliz' Bowdoin 
1 May Esq' 
P S. 

WE pray the favour you will obtain for the within- 
raentioned Shares as much as you can, but not dispose 
of them for less than two hundred & twenty five dollars 
of Silver per Share nett: the purchaser paying every 
kind of charge whatever. We have understood, that 
Shares have been Sold for 400 Such dollars each. 
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Document 



John May's Return of proprietors in his Agency for 
the purpose of Receiving a second Divident on the 
surplus funds of the Ohio Company 
Those marked thus x are paid 

Boston Feb^ 4*^ 1795 



Names of proprietors 



Number Amoont 

of of 

Sliares Dividend 



z James Bowdoine &c 

X Thomas Russell 

z John May W. Sergt< 

z Benjamin Cobb 

z Wm. Dall 

z Wm Brick 

z John Lucas 

z W«» Hoskins 

z Sam' G. Perkins 

z Rob^ Williams Jun' 

z Russell Sturges 

z Elbridge Gerry 

z Henry K. May in Haven 

z Elisha Ticknor 

z Fred"^ May E.G. 

John Sprage 

z WmR. May 

z Eben' Dorr 

z Eben' Wales 

z Thomas Blake 

z John May &W.M. 

z James Patterson 

z James Smith 

z Jn® May 

z Jn® May Jun' 

z Thomas Seward 2 

z Florence Crowley 





5 


180 






5 


180 


GO 00 O 

« t* o 

fc- GO 




1 


26 




ft 


52 
26 


^1 






26 
26 


II 






26 


s«a 






26 


•tt"w 






26 


*a 






26 
26 


tota 
Sew 


iven 




26 


HH 






26 


army warrants 







GO 
26 
26 
26 








26 


728 









army warrants 
army warrants 
army warrants 
army warrants 






85 shares 


2) 


8 




5 shares 


1) 


88 Shares 
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will be able to defray all the expences^I have two 
Deeds in my Possession properly executed one for 
James Patterson deceased and one for James Smith, but 
these not having paid fully for the amoimt of their 
shares is the reason why I have not sent them on to 
Marietta and, they must know this to be the Reason 
for I wrote them both sum years ago on the subject 
and sent there account to them or to Col" Battelle — 
but Least they may be mislaid I will now give you a 
Coppy of them Inclosed 

these Shairs of Smith & Pattersons you will 
observe were bought alltogether fer bounty lands and 
it is there misfortune that a Number of them were 
not good — there Shares being purchased in this way 
does not intitle them to any of the surplus funds as 
you may se by examining the accounts of the Ohio 
Com'' settled at Philadelphia a Coppy of which your 
father has in keeping, the particular ace' I refer 
to is the statement of the agents accounts for the 
purpose of apportioning the Divident to proprietors, 
you will there se that I am Agent for 35 Shares, that 
the amount of paper securities paid by me to the 
treasurer, was 24700 Dollars 



I 



Ditto Land warrants 



10300 D° 



35000 \ 
6184 \ so that I 



the Directors deducted G184 Land \ 
warrant as not Claimed in a Dividend \ 

received a dividend on 28816. and it was never con- 
sidered or intended that I should pay a Dividend to 
those who purchaced wholey with Laud warrant, 
those of that Class here are perfectly Sattisfied with 
receiving a Deed for a full Share of the Companys 
Land,— however you may til M' Smith & the Agent 
of M' Patterson that they will give you good security 
ior the payment of the ballance of there account. I 
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will send on there Deeds to you, with sentiments oi 
Grate esteem, I am Sir your friend and humble servt 

J. May 

(endorsement) 

Coppy of Letter to 
W" Ruf us Putnam 
May 7, 1796. 
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Document XXI. 

Marietta, Decern' 29 — 1796 



Dear Sir 

I receiv'd your letter of May 16"" 1796 — enclosing 
your power, and otlier papers— have delayed answering 
it because I have not been able to obtain the situation 
of your affairs in this quarter- 
Soon after the receipt of your letter I applied to Col* 
Battalle for a settlement, which I have not beem able 
to effect yet Col" Battalle has many of those articles 
on hand which he receipt'd to you for — and wishes to re- 
turn them I shall wait you instructions on the subject — 
The rents for the house have mostly expended upon — 
at that it is in a very decay'd situation — the foundation 
being entirely rotten — I am of the opinion that it is 
not worth repairing — my Father has advanced money 
for the garden — which I have not been abl to get in 
order to dischare it^ 

I inform'd M' Smith as you directed concerning his 
Share of Land*— and Patterson also — since that Smith 
has brought an action in law against j'ou — a copy of 
the declaration I now Send you I want your advice 
and direction on the Subject. I have spoken to an 
Attorney — a M' Meigs — who will assist us in the 
business. In order to support this, money will be 
wanted; it can't be raised here nor do I know of an 
opportunity to draw on you you'll be obliged to intrust 
it by the Mail if you have not a better mode — if you 
think proper^M' Smith Contemplates on the resid- 
uary funds I immagin — my Father has been twice 
attacked in this way — one cause was referd the other 
is now pending before the General Court of the Terri- 
tory — next March term you'll be called upon to defend 
— against Smith — before that I shall expect your 
instructions — My Father presents his respects to you 
Sir — Sir I have the Honour to 

be your most obed' Serv* 

W. Rufus Putnam 
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F S The Laws here prescribe that where cases are 
similar the trial of one may determine both — ^Patterson 
Heirs rest their claim — ^to the residuary funds — on 
Smith's Success in order to destroy their daim to more 
land and money than they have purchased by their 
powers — it will be necessary to make it appear that 
those powers you mention were rejected agreeably to 
your Statement by the best authority you can procure 
— ^and the powers retiuned. 
(addressed) 

Col® John May, Boston in the State of 

Massachusett 
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Document XXII. 

Marietta July l*** 1797. 
Dear Sir 

Your favour of May 25*'' came safe to hand as did 
yours of February 21" with those papers enclosed, 
and the bank Note of twenty dollars, timely enough 
for the court — the reason why I did not write was that 
I wished to wait Smith's movements till after the 
Court — in such cases the Law requires to advertize 
in the public prints— which he did not do 'till after 
March term— At June term it was called and continued 
— and so it rest now^ — Your last came to Marietta in 
my absence up the Muskingum— Surveying — and it 
has not been in my power to answer it uutill now — 
With respect to Col" Battelle, we have adjusted the 
account, and those Articles which he returned are still 
at his house, but I shall dispose of them in a short 
time, to the best advantage — In regard to Smith's 
law suit the advice of M' Meigs is, that as Smith has 
sued for Residuary Money, upon the face of yom* certifi- 
cates it will be best to sliow payment by the way of 
an Acct for the land warrants & your services as Agent 
— which the practice of our Courts admits of — which 
we will substantiate in part by the rejected powers in 
my hands — and Should the Jury find the ballance in 
your favour you'll recover Damages equal to the 
ballance with Cost of suit — and thus you will be made 
good — for your advances on Smith's Acct — it is 
point undetermined whether the fee of the whole 
share does not Vest in Smith it being granted to you 
only in trust to convey to him; but as the title to the 
land, is not the Object of the present Suit, nor will be 
affected by it, if you could recover damages equal to 
your claims against Smith— it will perhaps save a 
cross action, and a great deal of vexation — I do not 
know that Smith has really taken possession of any 



L 
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of the land except the fifth division or 100 acre lo 
which he now Hves upon — Your account must be 
attested to before a Majistrate who will certify the 
same— accompanied with a ceriificate from the Pro- 
thonotary of the County — that he is a Majistrate — and 
a certificate also from the Governor that he is Pro- 
thonotary of the County — this the Practice of our 
Court requires — the trial will be put off till I he^ar & 
am instructed from you — Your Division Deed ought 
to be recorded here — in order to make good the title — 
the Sketch enclosed shows the N" drawn to y ourshares— 
the large divisions are not yet Survey'd tlio they aif 
of a midling quality — as to their value I can't deter- 
mine money is scarce here people buy very little land 
unseen — some Shares are worth 1500 Dollars othi 
not more than 7 or 800— from the situation of yoi 
I should suppose them of the middle quality 
Meigs advises to a continuance of the suit if possibi 
untill after the trial of two causes of the same nati 
which are now in Court — Should they not succeed _ 
haps Smith May be brought to terms with justice to 
himself & you — The twenty dollars you sent, with what 
arises from the sale of your goods & house rent I shall 
pass to your credit as j'ou directed— you may rest 
assured, I'll not fail to do the best for you I can — my 
Father sends his Compliments to you — we shall be; 
happy to see you next Spring or before — 
Dear Sir I have the Honor 
to be your 

Ob' Servent 

W" Rufus Putnam, 
Col John May — 
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Document XXIII. 



ar Sir 



Marietta August 2°" 1797. 



Your letter of the 3"" of July was handed me by 
M' Boothby yesterday in which you mention having 
written in February & in May — both of which I reed 
as you are informed before now I trust — by my letter 
of the fourteenth of July last — sent by the post, in 
which I represented you affairs in their true light — 
The advertizement you refer to in your last is the same 
I mentioned in mine — Smith send out an Original 
Attachment upon your house & land which the Law 
requires he should advertize— this is the advertise- 
ment you heard of — Now Sir if Smith moves against 
you^the house and land stand charged with the 
debt — unless otherwise paid^I wish you to under- 
stand the business— you'll therefore permit me to 
explain — the Process in this Country commences, 
cither by a Summons or an attachment upon the 
l*erson or Property either Personal or Real now in 
consequence of your not residing here Smith attached 
your house &c — which is in no danger of being sold 
at public Sale untill he gets Judment against you — 
^hich I rather think he'll not obtain, you may there- 
fore rest easy on that Score- — for I assure now as I did 
in my last — I'll not be wanting in your business — to 
best of my abilities — I wish to hear from you in 
answer to my letter of July 14 — I hope you will not 
fail to follow the directions therein if you have not 
receiv'd it let me know soon that I may write again on 
the subject — 

with Esteem I 

remain you Obed' Serv' 
W. Rufus Putnam 
Col* May 
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Document XXIV. 



Boston Aug* 24'* 1797. 



Benjamin Talmage Esq: 
Sir 

If you should be so fortunate as to lay your hand 
on Richard Platts Property, which I have no doubt 
you will be able to do, in process of time, I beg you to 
be so good as to take effectual measures to secure for 
me the Indent money due from him to me Amounting 
to $3399.35 as p' a settlement of the Ohio Companys 
accounts made & done with him at N York by the 
Directors & Agents as will fully appear in the Inden' 
Ace' N" 6 — now in your possession — as it is probable 
this request is made to you prior to any of the othw 
agents I beg you to give me the prefference, and let 
mine be the first secured, if the generall power I have 
sined to you will not be sufficient I will give you another 
full power whenever you shall think it necessary — ^I am 
Sir with sentiments of great Esteem 
Y' Moat Obed. humble Serv' 

(signed) 

John May 
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Document XXV. 
To all to whom these Presents shall come Be it Know p 
That I John May of Boston in the State of Massa- 
chusetts Agent for certain Associates in the Ohio 
Company in execusion of said trust, in pursuance of 
the Aticles of Association of said Company; and in 
Consideration of Pive Shillings to me paid do hereby 
grant and Convey to James Smith of the County of 
Washington in the Norwest Terratory one of the said 
Associates, his Heirs & Assigns forever- — the Following 
Lots of Land viz' Eight Acres N° 175 Three Acres 
N" 681 One Hundred and sixty Acres N" 833 One 
hundred Acres N" 313 Six hundred and fourty acres 
N" 3 of the fourth Town in the twelvth range — Two 
hundred and Sisty two acres in miles square N" 9 of 
the fourth Town in twelvth range as the same are 
further described in the Books of said Company being 
one full Share of Land (including House lot N- 78 
with the several Lots aforesaid Drawn for said share 
in the name of the aforesaid James Smith) in Two 
several tracts of Land granted to Rufus Putnam 
Manassah Cutler Robert Oliver and Grifin Greene in 
trust for the Ohio Company of Associates by Two 
several Letters Patent Executed by the President of 
the United States under their great seal bearing date 
he the tenth day of May in year of our Lord One 
Thousand Seven hundred and Ninety two which said 
two tracts of Land are situated in the County of 
Washington in the Terratory of the United States 
Dorwest of the river Ohio and in that part Thereof 
Purchased by the said Company of Associates one of 
which Tracts contains besides the several lots & parcels 
of Land reserved and appropriated for particular 
purposes — Seven Hundred and Fifty Thousand acres, 
and the other of said Tracts Contains Two Hundred 
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and fourteen Thousand Two hundred and eighty five 
Acres as by reference to said letters patent will more 
at large appear — 

To Have and to hold the said several lots or One 
Share hereby granted with the appertinances to him 
the said James Smith his Heirs and assigns forever — 



Signed Sealed 
And Did In 
Presence of 



In witness whereof I the said Jn^ May 
have set my hand and seal this six- 
teenth day of April in the year of our 
Lord one Thousand seven hundred 
and ninety Eight — 



r 
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I had not received any more than to pay for ^ of 5 
abares — 

the lax upon five shares a 2.35 =$11.75 
D" 3;^ of 5 D' — 8.81 

ballance due— 2.94 

if you should request it I shall make out a statement 
of last year taxes with the Vouchers — but as that 
account was settled last year except the small sum 
above I shall let it rest unless requested by you or 
some of the Subscribers I herein enclose to you an 
account for this year — ^wish you to pay the money to 
my brother — whose receipt shall be to you as my 
own — The Settlements near us increase very slowly — 
the Military land and the public land to the Westward 
are settled very fast-^there is more land for market 
than money or purchasers— It would have been well 
if the proprietors of the Ohio Company had put their 
land upon sale five years ago — but the longer it is 
delayed the worse it will be — the plans of the Ohio 
Company's land are not compleat — owing to urgency 
of the public survey's — 

I am Dear Sir with sentiments of Esteem 

Your obt. Ho" Servt. 

W" Rufus Putnam 
Col May — please to present my respects to your lady 
and Family — 






^amddmng, of the agcnti 

I M oncted to have it 

-ftw it does not con- 

— — — T Mae Square of the 

. ."^^^ .'"^ Hoose lot !80 

■ [Us p nwiHe I wish you 

tliat I may 
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"^go" Jut5-i*«l7Mr 
* W» R- Putnam Esqf John Slay Jun- Deed to 
~— i 

iotin May l.<i Shaie 
W» MarshaU Ji^ 
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for making roads &c — which by the by will add more 
to the land than the tax — ^yes double — 
X enclose to you William Marshalls deed which has 
been recorded the Registers fees are marked on the 
Deed — 58 Cents which I have charged you with — I 
have also credited you with the 152 Cents mentioned 
in your last — this has been a very fine season for 
English grain and grass— our country abounds with 
produce wheat ® %— Rye & % — Indian Corn ® Ve 
— the merchants in this town are building a small 
vessel, which it is contemplated to load — with produce 
For the New Orlean or West India Trade — what should 
you think of seeing three or four Vessels upon the 
stocks on the banks of the much famed Muskingum — 
Should it succeed to our wishes I think the time is 
xiot far distant — timber plenty — iron cheap — business 
in abundance — labour in proportion to Merchantdize — 

r Settlements are usually healthy — 
I am Sir your most 
Ob* H«» Serv* 

W" Ruf us Putnam — 
Col' Jn" May — 
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retains — my father presents his oomidiiiients to you 
and yours — 

be so good Sir as to remember me to M" May & 
Family — ^I had an agreeable journey — home — found 
all wcJl — 

I am Sir your most 

ObtServt 

W* Rufus Putnam- 
Col May— 
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D»vid Pierce Jun' 




11.7a 


14.45 


0.00 


31.40 




David Pierce Sen 




&.40 


11.72 


4.00 


25.12 






Aeael Bigelow 


a 


1.17 


1,»6 


1.00 


4.13 






Stephen Cook 




!.M 


2.03 


1.00 


6.28 






Swnuel Levett 




7.05 


S.70 


s.oo 


18.64 


F)ud 




ITiUism Dall 




IM 


2.113 


1.00 


6.28 






John C. Jonet 




11.7S 


14.65 


5.00 


31.40 


paid 




Crocker Swnpson 




a.3£ 


2.03 


1.00 


6.28 


^id 




JohnCMU 




«.M 


2.03 


1. 00 


6.28 


paid 




NathMiel Deui 




t.SS 


t.es 


1.00 


6.28 










t.SS 


2.0S 


1. 00 


6.28 


pud 




WFearot 




4.70 


5.86 


2.00 


12.56 






John May 




4.70 


5.86 


«.00 


12.56 


pMd 




Do Do 




2.85 


2.03 


1.00 


6.28 


iM 




RustelSruges 




i.SB 


2.83 


1.00 


6.28 






Eldrige Gerry 




4.70 


5.B6 


>.D0 


12.56 


paid 




Eben' Dorr 




8.« 


2.03 


1. 00 


6.28 


pud 




Lydia HmskiM 




2.S5 


2.93 


1.00 


6.28 






Jowpb Waldo 




2.35 


2.03 


1. 00 


6.28 


paid 




JohD SUDton 




8.35 


2.03 


1. 00 


6.28 


^>d 




MathewPwk 




2.55 


2.03 


1.00 


6.28 


^d 






2.S5 


2.03 


1.00 


6.28 


paid 




Edward Wbitman 




2.M 


2.B3 


1.00 


6.28 


^d 




Eleaier Baker 


iM 


S.M 


4.40 


1.50 


0.42 


^d 




John Stretton 


M 


H.5t 


4.40 


1.50 


9.42 


ba» Straton IH 
or >^ only 


1 


BcDJ. Cobb 




4.70 


5.86 


«,00 


ie,S6 


1 


John L. SuUvan 




11. 7S 


14.65 


a.oo 


31,40 


I have put » 

■hare here paid 

not paid 


1 


Leonard N. Borland 




2.8A 


2.03 


1.00 


6,28 




UoM« Everitt 




2.3d 


2.03 


1.00 


6.28 


paid 








7.05 


8,70 


3.00 


18,84 


^ 




Elizabeth Temple 




7.05 


8.70 


8.00 


18.84 


^d 




iatnes Bowdoin 




7.05 


8.79 


3.00 


18,84 


^d 




JoMpfa Stepheiu 




«.36 


2.03 


1,00 


8.28 








2.35 


2.03 


1,00 


6.28 


paid 


■ 


L 


L 












1 



The Obio Company 



XXXI. 

Boston Sep' 18* 1801— 
Dear Sir 

Yours of the 12 June came duely to hand the rea- 
son of my not answering it sooner was to give time 
for the proprietors to pay in theire Taxes in doing 
which they have Moved but Slowley. I have however 
at Length Collected all on the Memorandum you 

$ c 

sent me — Except B, Cobb 2 Shares 8. 6 

Sam' Adams 1 'A 5.35 

and Hugh Henderson 1 4 32 



my own 3 Shares which you undoubtedly paid 

Sum time ago — is $12.5 
and 50$ I. Neys Deed 
which I have charg^ you 50. 



»17.7» 



62. «j 



$79.78 
This Sum I deduct from the foot of the 
_ _ $ c 
memorandum you sent me which is 180.18 and 
leaves a ballance of $100.W 

Mr. Edward Whitman wishes to be considered as 
belonging to your Agency and has accordingly 
paid me twelve Dollars 86 

100 12, 



I13.i 
he says that 2$.8c of this money is Due to D. Wood- 
bridge Esq' the residue 10.78 is to pay Tax N° 2 & S. 
I c^ this last Tax N" 3— in future I wish you to 
denominate the Tax by the Number. I am not a 
little surprised that theire is no Greater demand for 
our Land, while they are settleing on both our falanks 
& in the rear, the time however will soon come wl 
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Iheire will be a demand for the Land in our purchase, 
and Other Settlers besides those you make a Nights 
& on Sundays, which you are pleased to call the 
natural increase in popUation will come and demand 
the Shares paying the cash for the Same. 
I expected your farmes would yeald abundantly that 
theire would be a demand for all you raise theire for 
your Marketts growing better doth not surprise me 
they will Grow Better every year but it is not best 
they should rise too rapid while the poor Setters are 
Comeing out — I have hot the best of Flour in your 
country for one Crown & 2'^ but I suppose it is more 
there. 

(To W" R. Putnam. 
Marietta) 
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Document XXXII. 



Marietta July 15*1802 
Dear Sir 

The foregoing statement will enable you to collect 
from the several proprietors the money mentioned, 
the division mentioned has arisen from this circum- 
stance the law for le\'ying a road tax could not be put 
into execution I have enclosed you own taxes as others 
for the sake of regularity in my accounts — I have not been 
able to get a farthing of Interest money from Battle yet 
— the mortgage expires next fall — shall I sue it up?— 
application has been made to me for an 160 acre lot 
drawn in the name — Perkins now belonging to you — 
400 dollars has been oflfered for it 100 in the fall — the 
other in yearly payments of 100 dollars each with, 
interest — secured upon the land by mortgage — shoi 
you feel inclined to sell — and would empower me 
do it(or send in a deed — (which by the by you cant 
for as there are two appliants— and not yet 
mined who ought to have the claim of purchas — I 
transmitt a name to you) — you'll have no 
sending money for this year— the general power is 
circuitous that I prefer direct ones — with restrictions 
you please — (say to notice you of price— and not convej 
till directions receiv'd — ) the offer made you I thii 
generous— our settlement progress modirately — but' 
the County will probable settle eventually — 

I formerly paid taxes for the following persons 
as I have receiv'd neither mony or directions — presui 
they are paid some other way — A Biglow — Stephi 
Cook — Crocker Sampson William Pierce — 
I have the honor to be 
with much esteem 
your obed' Servt 
Col' May W" Rufus Putnam 
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atement of taxes for the year 1802 upon the 
ging to the Persons hereafter named lying in 
bounty of Washington N W T — with a deduction 
e amount of the road tax for y" year 1801 — 
ded in the statement for that year — and paid by 
ersons to W" Rufus Putnam and still remains in 
ands — as the Road taxes ar not laid — 
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iDdudini 


■ E.PUM 


PiUiam DoU 1 


Dol 3,S6cts. 


Dol-1.— 


D-2.38 


2.60 X 


ohn C Jones S 


16.84 


s.ot 


11.80 


12.S0 I 


ohn Coatfl I 


3.36 


1.— 


2.36 


8.50 X 


tbeo- Wales 1 


S.56 


1.08 


2.47 


2.61 X 


ohn Ma; 3 


10.08 


3.0C 


7.05 


7.47 I 


tiusell Sturgea) 


3.38 


1.01 


8.37 


8.51 X 


:ibridge Gerry 2 


6.76 


8.M 


4.74 


5. 2 I 


:bea' Dorr 1 


3.36 


1.— 


8.96 


8.50 I 


oseph Waldo — 


3.8B 


1.— 


8.36 


2.50 I 


ohn Stanton — 


3.36 


I.— 


2.S6 


ioa X 




S.38 


i.oiH 


«.S8J^ 


8.S0 . 


lath- Pwke & Co- 


3.64 




8.64 


2.70 I 


'homas Rusull S 


17.8! 


s'.tsH 


18.34!^ 


13. 4 X 


ioaa Eventt 


3.sa 


I.— 


2.86 


8.S0 . 


:iizabeUi Bowdoin 


10.68 


3.37>^ 


7.403^ 


7.83 X 


UDcs Bowdoine ~S 


10.88 


3.01 J^ 


7.86H 


7.88 X 


Uiubetb Temple- 


10.10 


3.11i^ 


6.&8H 


7.41 I 


LbelShennan 


S.fiS 


I.IOH 


«.*7H 


2.82 X 


^omu WaJeott 


3.S6 


l.OU 


8.47 


2.61 . 


ooathan Williams 


3.36 


1.— 


2.36 


8.56 I 


V Marshal 


8.56 on. 


! !.044h«lf8harMi.62 


3.96 I 


Imrt Marshal 


3.56 


1.10>^ 


2.*6!^ 


2.80 X 


Meph Stephens 


3.36 


I.— 


8.36 


8.50 X 


H37.06 


Al.MM 


&5.63H 101.09 


1 




96.63)^ 










137.06— 






udCobbA 
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a" May Esq' 

Marietta July 15*^ 1802 
) Strong — one Share W" Rufus Putnam- 
el pomroy one Share 
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XXXIII. 

Boston October 19"" 1802 



My Dear Friend 

as Usual, I have delayed to anstire your Letter ( 
13 Juley Jast, inclosemg the amount of Tax (No ' 
again, to Sundrey proprietors of the Ohio Compai 
therein Mentioned, and my reasons fer so so doioj 
is the Same as last year — which is a careless remissia 
the proprietors have to pay their trifling taxes, whea 
you Send me the List I allways advertise it in tl 
Newes papers that such a tax is levied and that thoi 
in your agency may pay the Same to me if they chooi 
to do, and that I will remitt the same to you withoutl 
delay — yett they pay so little attention to it that El 
have to Dun them — I have at length Collected all I 
contained in your Schedule accepting Caleb Champney | 
— Moris Everett & Thomas Wolcutt — ^you may how- ] 
ever consider them as paid — as I will take it to najj 
own account — and in addition to your schedule whicT^ 

amounts to 95..63)i|| 

you will please to add Samuel Cobb \ i Shan 
who is Sole Heir to Benjamin Cobb deceased ( 4..72 



$100..35; 
this sum you will please to Charge to my account- 
and Collect in my out standing Debts as fast as possabi 
— and retaine the same in your hands, for future pur-' 
poses — With respect to Coll" Battells mortgage u 
the time is about Transpired and theire is No prospect 
of his redeeming it, I wish you to sue it up, and finally 
Settle that business completly — I do not wish however 
to distress him by turning him immediately off the 
Farme but am willing he Should continue on the Same 
behaveing well, and paying a Moderate Rent — as your 
Laws are undoubtedly materially different from ours ~ 
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shall therefore leave it wholly with you to conduct 
this business as you may think most for my Intrust 
and greeable to your Laws. 

You mention that application has been made for 
a 160 acre Lot of mine drawn in the Name of Perkins 
which is S. G. Perkins — the mode of payment &c the 
price to be given 400$. I allso leave this to your better 
Judgment you being on the Spott, and putting Great 
Confidence in your integrity shall Leave it wholey 
with you to make the Bargain or not. if you think 
best Sell him the Lott, let him go on and improve it 
agreeable to the termes proposed — Draw a Deed 
agreeable to your Mode send by Post for me to Sign 
Seal and acknowledge, he shall pay the postage from 
thence to this place, and I will pay it back or it is no 
Sale. 

In consequence of your mentioning that I need 
not send on the money for this Last tax I have passe 
to your C that amount Vizt. 9100..S5J4 Cents— 
Biggelow Cook, Sampson & Pierce have paid no atten- 
tion to my notifycations. therefore we know them 
not. I have a Create desire to Se our delightfull 
Countrey once more but it is hardly probable, mean- 
time I am with sentiments of Great respect your Most 
Obedient servant. John May 

On the 17 Jan' 1803 
I wrote W. R. Putnam desiring him to pay Edward 
Whitmans Tax N" 4 — and sent it by Maile 
I paid the postage — 
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Document XXXIV. 

Boston October 26, 1802 



Dear Sir 

I wrote you a few days Since and informed you 
my haveing collected the Tax N" 3 agreeable to yoi 
Schedule (date 15 July 1802) excepting Three persoi 
which I Stand accountable for— yesterday I receive 
line from his Excellency Caleb Strong, requesting thi 
I would forward to you the amount of the Tax on 
One share drown in bis own name, and half a share in 
the name of Asahel Pomroy. which agreeable to 
schedule I make amount to 3$. .54c as the Shares Aver- 
age. If I am not right you will make it so as this 
Sum cold not be sent you in paper we having none So 
Small, I have credited you with that amount. I b^ 
you to have the Tax paid on this Share & half and 
future consider him Governor S — on my list, he saya 
he has paid the Taxes up to Last Winter 
Next Monday is Election for Members of Congreaa 
for this Commonwealth there will be a smart strug^ 
between Federal & Anta — but I have no doubt but 
the Federall Intrust will prevaile I pray God it nuiy: 
thro ought all the States. I am Sir in Create haste 
your most obedient servant 

John May 
Coppey to 

To William R. Putnam 
N»4. 
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Document XXXV. 

~Col. Sit' May Litchfield June 28* 1803. 

D' Sir 

I have before me your letter of the 20"" iostaat, & 
am sorry you have so much trouble in the business, 
especially as the great object is to induce Gentlemen 
to receive money which is generally pretty acceptable. 
It would be peculiarly agreeable to me to see you at 
this place, especially as I can hardly expect that any 
ordinary occasion will call you into this quarter again. 
However, to accommodate you on the present occasion, 
I will endeavour to have the business so arranged that 
you need not be obliged to come on to this place. I 
will endeavour to be at Hartford on thursday of next 
week, say the 7"' of July, so that on this following 
day we may accomplish the business. In this case I 
will meet you at Lee's Stage House. If I should not 
come on, be good enough to call on Mess" Tallmadges 
& Averills, Merch" at Hartsford, who shall be in- 
structed by me how to proceed in the business. I will 
also annex the form of a Dft which the other agents 
will please to execute, & which being presented will 
authorise the payment of their dividends. — 

I wish the whole business of the Agencies in ques- 
tion may be done at the time proposed agreeably to 
the statement annexed. — 
I am Sir 
Your most obed' Serv* 
Benj" Tallmadge 
Amo' of 3** Dividend due to 
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Henry Jackson's 


do 
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To Benjamin Tallmadge 

Treasurer of the Ohio Company 
$1,334.17 

Sir 

Please to pay to Col. Jn* May one thousand three 
hundred thirty four Dollars & ^%oo being the amo^ of 
the third Dividend due to my agency on Eighty Six 
proprietary Shares, & his rec^ shall be your Discharge 
from any further Claim or Demand for the same — 

Witness my hand at 

this Day of July 1803 

In presence of (Copy) M. Cutler 
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Document XXXVI. 

Boston Decern' 26,1803 
Dear Sir 

About four moDths since I wrote you by maile in 
forming you that many of the proprietors in the Ohio 
Comp*' haveing seen an abstract of a Letter written 
at Marietta and published in a Connecticutt paper — 
respecting a Tax on the Lands — which became due 
on the first day of Novem' last if not then paid an 
Addition of 50 p' C* and 10 p' c' Intrust must be 
paid — 

I wrote you fulley and pritty Lengthey at that time, 
the purport of which was to request you to pay the 
Taxes on all those Shares that had ever ben paid 
through me and that you woo'd do it previous to the 
Said first day of November — and make out a Schedule 
of the Same and inclose it to me at Boston and in case 
you had not Cash enough of mine in your hands, to 
Draw on me for the amount at Sight — Whether you 
have received that Letter I am not able to say — but this 
I am sorry to Say that through sum misfortune or 
other I have received no Answer the owners of shares 
are Grown Uneasey & perhaps sum of them may think 
I have not don my duty — cleare me my friend from 
this imputation as soon as possable^and I earnestly 
request you to settle up those Taxes immediately if 
not all redey don which I have myself no doubt of 
— & I beg you to forwarde me the Schedule so that I 
may be able to settle with them here — I am mortified 
and so are all the good Federlalist here at the dis- 
placement of your Much Honoured Father. I will 
thank you to make my best regards to him and tel 
him I am I feel much hurt at his being removed from 
the office of Surveyor Generall of the U.States 
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i^ni hUi^i 



win jou be so good as to give me your opjpii 
lespecting the TiOiiisanna pmdhiase and idiat effect it 
win have on our Lands — ^Mean whale I remain your 
friend and humble servant 

Jn^May 
W- R. Putnam Esq' 
Marietta — 
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Document XXXVII. 

Marietta August 13* 1804 

rSir 

Your favor of March IS* has been receiv'd by 
ich it appears that you do not fully understand my 
Dunt, the amount of which you say is $461.41^ 
} is the footing of our account for 1802 & 1803 — 
vious to this time accounts had been rendered on 
mination you will find a ballance of $82.77j^ 
xged, that is to be credited in a/c for 1804 acknol- 
[ed to be in my hands — Battles note for which 
cording to your directions) I took a mortgage on 

farm — has not been collected, althoe it has been 
le time in suit, owing to the new organization of 

Courts — in my last it was contemplated for the 
^ment of the present years taxes, but the dependence 
too uncertain, as in all probability it will not be 
lected in time, consequently it will be necessary 
,t you collect & transmitt the ballance of the en- 
sed estimate of taxes by the first of December next 

Estimate am* of 8207.01 

I Money in my hands 82,77 

I Ballance to be remitted 114.24 



soon as the money shall be collected upon B Note 
will be placed to your credit, but untill then I do 
: hold myself accountable further than as an Agent 
The difference of our accounts arises from the differ- 
, modes adopted by us in them — you seem to have 
tinguished between agency and other more private 
tters I have but one acct wherein you are charged 
I all moneys paid for taxes &c — and credited for 




all payments, niiether in east at Boston beve or dse- 
iriiere, old houses moner for lands &c — I have omitfaed 
the enquiries for M' Thomas Blake, but will make 
them & win soon write again — ^Friends all wdt— fine 
Crops but no sale for land — 

^th smtimoits of esteem I am 

Dear Sir your 

obedient Servt. 

W* Rufns Potnam 
Col John ^lay 
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Document XXXVIII. 

Boston November 14*^ 1804 
Dear Sir 

Yours of the IS* August came to hand in due 
time Incloseing a Schedule of Taxes on Sundrey 
Shares of Land in the Ohio Country (say 49 )4 Shares) 
for 1804 I have from time to time omitted to Answer 
that Letter until now — the reason whey is the Same 
as Usual, The proprietors pay so little attention to 
paying this Tax that I amwearey of haveing anything 
to Do with it — theire is however a few particular 
frinds who are solicitious that I should still continue 
to take care of theire Taxes through you — whose 
Names I shall hereafter mention — ^you will observe 
by the Statement immediately following — that theire 
is 6J^ Shares Uncollected, and that Israel Evans owes 
me for the year 1802 & 1803 — the year 1804 being 
returned to you Uncollected, which you will Undoubt- 
edly proceed against them according to Law — and 
at the Same time I request you to Levey on his properts 
for the 24 Dollars & 8<Hoo and when recovered pass to C 
my ace'. Samuel Haven allso Owes me for the Tax 
for 1803 besides the present year, but he has wrote 
me a Letter so full of promise that I have considered 

him as paid but he is a poor D 1. I have felt a 

Little Antious of Late least this might not Reach you 
in season alltho I think 17 Days will be time enough. 
I have drewd up this statement in form of an Account — 
ly W" R. Putnam— Esq' in Account with John May — C'. 
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Not. I« Tobdlioceof ffldAce- 86.77 No 

To Amount of Tucs tlut coiiM Dot 

be CoUcelrd— Bj anoost ti Tuca (^ 

\ltt. SdMdule mat me to Col- 

MoMi Everett I ibtre 3^ tert aiid rorwird to ^d 

Tbomu Wolnitt I D* 3JI W (L Pnloui at Mari- 

JoMpb Stephen* 1 " 3. S etu . . . «07. I 

Leonard V. Btdand I " 3. A BaDance ' 

Isnd Evani t " e.S9 tfa;. . . 

AMbdBigalow \i " i-« 

To your Commisnon 8J^ " 6^ 

To DHlo Iirad Evaiu Tax lOD.ST 

ror ISOe paid hj me 7.681 

Ditto 1803 do 7.14 ' 

To your Conilnission 4. — f 24.80 

My Own Com' i Troblee.~J 
having wrote Sundry times t To Caih inclo. 75. — 

p^poatagcftc fce — ( 

«D0.47 M«.«» 

M' Thomas Blake wishes me to pay his Tax this 
present year, and so on Until] further directions 
theire fore you will please to pay that — which will 
bring me a trifle in your debt — 

The names of those persons, who I am still willing 
to Collect the Taxes for are as follows. 

Share 

William Dall 1 Matthew Park 1 

Jn* C. JoDea S Tbomas RusseUi heirca S 

Jn* May 3 James Bowdoioe 4j< ( 9 

Ebeo' Wales 1 Elisabeth Temple 4H \ 

RuKHetl Sturgea 1 Abel Sherman 1 

Elbridge Geirer 1 Jonathan William I 

S. Pumroy ( 1 William Marshall 1 

Sold him by E. Gerrey i I Christopher Marahall cold ( > 

Eben' Dorr 1 to S. Pumroy ( 

Joaeph Waldo I Benjamin Cobb bdm * 

Jn* Stanton Ueirea. ... 1 Caleb Strong 2 

Caleb Champney ) . . . 1 Edward Whitman I 

hia Heirea f . . . John Coal« I 

17 IS 

brought back 20 

42 

and Thomat Blake 1 

43 Sham- 
ISO* Novem' SO to SUt« taxes paid in Gallia per your order Me N- I— t S*.<8 

Decern* 3 to Do Washington Do 2 H. — 

To my commiraioD for payment on 49 ^area S 40. — 

To Cash paid Edwin Putnam Act' fe«3 3 lOJIl 

To my trouble in the b 



The John Mat Papers 186 

I have inclosed the Seventy five Dollars as men- 
tioned before and hope they reach you in safety & in 
good time to answer the purpose designed. I have no 
time nor much inclination to say anything on FoUiticks 
Only that by the late returns Massachusetts comes 
out more than half democraticks — alas, alas & a lack, a 
Day.— 

I will thank you to make my best regards, and 
respect to your aged Father and any inquiring friends, 
and believe me to be with Great Esteem your most 
Obedient servant — John May 

(To W" R. Putnam] 



Thb Ohid Comfaxt 



XXXIX. 

MarietU Aagust lO' AD 1805. 
Dear Sir — 

Your favor of November 14* came safe to hand j 
but not until] after the day of payment of the taxesfl 
for 1804 — Notwithstanding as an execution had beeal 
obtain against Battle and was in the hands of the! 
Sheriff who was likewise collector; a negotiation waafl 
made & the penalty on the taxes saved — your letter! 
with instructions on what rights to pay was too latej 
I had already then paid according to former instructions 
the proper vouchers of which I herein transmit — aa 
I never know any of those delinquents you mentiont 
in you account, only through you — I have paid only 
by your order, therefore cannot charge them as thej 
personally have never even asked the payment 
tax &c I humbly conceive that you are the only person 
that can charge them — further suppose I might 
collect 3 or 4 dollars from a share of land by a foreiga 
attachment — it would cost more than it is worth— 

I have therefore thought proper to state an accC 
without noteing those delinquents, as for them I con- 
ceive myself answerable in no degree whatevei^ 
Col' John May 

To W Rufus Putnam D 

P« Contra C 

ISU B; UUaiKX of kcct ror 1803 $82.77 

Decern By caah per post 75. — 

Decern iO By Cash of E. Putnam 
col* at B. Battle upon the mort- 
gage iO*M 



Note Tho* Blakei tazec onutted in place . . . •4.76 

Crocker Sampsoo Do S.Ofl 

Comnuuiotu 8, 



Ballance due John May tl5t.M 
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I have made an estimate for the present year agreeable 
to the instructions in your last, which will govern me 
in future untill further instructions — we find that the 
new system of Government adopted by our state is 
not quite so cheap as was pretended — the taxes have 
risen 25 pr Ct yearly since the adoption of our con- 
stitution. I say adopted, for we had truly very little 
to do in the making of it — The State of Ohio — by a 
forced birth has been so enfebled, that I fear she will 
never get rid of her "leading strings." There is very 
little prospect of selling the Com' land except some 
particular lots, the United States have very great 
quanties for sale and upon Credit, with an exemption 
from taxes for 5 years — these are the happy conse- 
quences amongst others of our becoming a state, upon 
the propositions of Congress — should any application 
be made for any of your lands I shall give you notice 
immediately— 

Eatinute tor 1805 
Chwged i 

CIiarg«cI : 
ChMged : 




WUli»m Dall 


4.30 


81— 


»S.30 




0,30 


John C. Jones 


22.00 




27. 




32.0 


John May 


18. 




15. 




18.0 


Eben' Wilw 


4-SO 




a.20 




0.20 


RiLwU Sturges 


4-20 




5.20 




6.20 


Elbridge Gerry 






14. 




15 — 


Eben' Dorr 


4.S0 




5.S0 




6.30 


Joseph Waldo 


4.20 




5.80 




6.20 


John StanloD 


i.iS 




5.25 




8.85 


Caleb Champney 


4.40 




5,40 




6.40 


Mathew Parke & Co. 


4.25 




6.25 




6.25 


Tho* Russell 


88. 




8T. 




32.— 


Elbabelh BowcIoid 


14. 




17. 




80.— 


Janes Uowdoin 






17. 




20.— 


Eliiabeth Temple 


14. 




17. 




20.— 


Abel Sberman 


4.20 




5.80 




6.80 


Jonathan WiUiams 


4.60 




5.60 




6.60 


W- Marshall 


4.40 


iH 


5.40 




9.30 


Christopher Marshal 


4.80 




fi.20 




6,80 


Benj* Cobb 


9. 








13.— 


Caleb Sturges 


9. 








IS.— 


Edward Whitman 


4.80 




5.20 




6.80 


John Coats 


4.20 




5.20 




6.20 


Samuel Havens 


4.80 




5.80 




6.20 


Tho' Blake 


4.80 




6.80 




6.80 






44 


W40.SO 




«833.40 


BallanoeC 






. 152.13 






Sum necessary to 


pay taxes. 




..SB8.17 





I 
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D* WiDiam Ruf us Putnam Esq* To John li 

1805 1805 
Nov* 4 To amount of Ballanoe due Jn* May \ 144.^1 

' Aoco' Rendered 10 Aug^ 1805 / Nov* 4 By Ai 

To Joeeph Waldo Tax not collected 5.M Tazet Sent me t 

To John Stanton Tax not paid 5.JU p'your Sdiednle 
" Over Charge on £. Geney's 8 Shares ) 

p' Schedule $11. comm* 8 ) 

carried out 14. 1 — 

To Samuel W. Pumroyg BOl of } ,« „a 

Exchange on EdV W. Tupper J **-^" 

hit Tax p' Christ* MarshaU 5.M 

Ditto Fred^ May say one of I « jcn 

E. Gerreys Shares ) ^"^ 

My Commission on ft. 



November 4, 1805 18..70 

44 Shares am' 240. JN) Cash Sent him mafl 70.M 



deduct 8 shares 10..45 TobaDanoe 840. JN) 



880..85 



Boston NoTember 4, 1805 
Bnrcrs Excmted k BaUance paid 
sent to Marietta p' Mail this day— J. May a TVue Coppey of the oi 
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Document XLI. 



Marietta January 17^ 1806 — 



Tour favor of 1" Novem' arived in Marietta 
: time near the last of Decern' enclosing bank 
— orders &c — your own taxes I had settled on the 

of Decemb' which was the time of payment, 
in consequence of the tardiness of your letter in 
ing there has fallen a penalty of 25pr centum on 
tie others for whom you pay, the taxes are not yet 
larged but in due time they will be attended to, 

relates to your own & W" Marshalls land I shall 
every attention necessary Our State in remote 
s from us, is filling surprisingly the emigration 

it this autumn past has equalled former emigra- 
i into Kentucky which are well known to have 
eded any thing of the kind ever before — but the 
ipanys lands are not much sought after — Will not 
day come? 

I am Dear Sir 
with esteem your obt. St. 

W° Rufus Putnam 
John May — 



The Ohio Coupant 



DOCDMENT XLn. 

Marietta August 6^ AD 1806— 
Dear Sir 

As the period to give notice of the taxes for the 
present year has arived notwithstanding in your last 
letter you declined ever collecting &c again, it seems 
necessary to request your attention this year at least, 
therefore I presume to address you — the necessity 
arises particularly from the state of the taxes for the 
last year — the estimate which I transmitted last 
August, was but an estimate,! now transmitt a schedule' 
of the payments, with the proper vouchers (except in ■ 
few instances, in those duplicate receipts were not 
taken through omission) from this there appears to be 
a balance dur me from the persons composing the 
agency — as the money paid upon the Estimate was 
receiv'd by you and the quantity known to you only — 
it appears to me that no person can so well settle it 
as yourself — I have been very particular in drawing 
out schedule that it may appear where the money 
was paid & why — you will perceive by the recei[A 
that a penalty of 25 pr Ct pd on all or most of your 
properties the reason is, the money with your instruc- 
tions did not arrive in time Vz by the first of Decem- 
you own tax & two or three others the proprieton 
cannot complain as it was in consequences . . 
tardiness — as this balance will come through you have 
thought proper to add an estimate for the present 
year, which I believe is so near correct, that hereafter 
we can close the agency with ease. I have even con- 
sidered myself as your agent, rather than yourself 
as mine therefore the notice may with propriety be 
given them, (that is the proprietors that they must 
adopt some other mode of transmitting mony — ^The' 
taxes for the present year become due Decern' """ 
and if not paid, sales immediately take place — 
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Accept Dear Sir my sincere regards for yourself 
& wellfare — althoe at a distance and in a complete 
Democratic State yet we here rejoice at the late success 
in the choice of Governor Strong I assure you — 
I have the honor 
to be Dear Sir 

your obedient Hbl Servt. 

W" Rufus Putnam 
Col Jn» May— 

M' Pomeroys Bill I return that he may get it 
again, I can accept no bill on Mr. Tupper — he would 
not pay it pretends to own the land but as the taxes 
were not paid I feared Mr P. might suffer I therefore 
paid them — 
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Estimate for 1806 




John May 


-•16.17 


Abel Sherman 


. .« fl.33 






Jonathan Waiiam. 


., e.«s 






WUIiamDoll 


. 6.71 


Chrialopher Marshall 


.. 5.08 










Eben* Wales 








Riusell Sturgca 


. S.69 




.. S.30 










Elwo' Dorr 


. 5.7D 


iThomu Blake 


. . B.70 


Malhew Parke 


. SM 






. 5.38 






Thomas RuaaeU 


. e8.S3 




62.20 


Eliiabeth Bowdoin 


. 17.86 








. 17.98 


Whole amot Tai for 


, , 19!i.fie 














1806 19 SSi.ia— 










2«4.76 




i»e.a6 






Cca John May 


Dr. 


Per Contra 


Cr. 










August 6 to the amount of 




By the ballance of acct for 




the taxn paid by hU direc- 




IBOS 1144.31 ■ 


tion /or the year 1805 






■ 


See Schedule ou the other 




inDetieni' last 




lide tiOQA7H 


August e* By balance debt 


■ 










L $tB0A7H 




2M.4TH 1 


^M "-«"■ P'-"*-* 




1 


^M_ MarietU August 8 






■ 


^B AD 1806 


1 


W- Uulus Futn»m ^^^H 



Tib Ono CoMMn 



'i 



ll 

(I 

II 



If 

8-5 






nipiBdn 



ESiXat lt|:S^3;^^=3^^;E 3= 



%SSSS3S3«!:3;S7e35Z^?S3SsU 



1 



I I * * 

— — = = = = = = = = = = = = M 

J= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = II 



.i -S 



4 II. 



I 



■g -5-9 2 ^-5 =i±!J-a "^is a:±-s Sg5's 
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Estimate for 1806 



John May $16.47 

Edward Whitman 

John Coats 5.96 

William DoU 5.71 

John C. Jones 28.55 

Eben' Wales 5.96 

Russell Sturges 5.69 

Elbridge Geny 10.05 

Eben' Dorr 5.70 

Caleb Champney 5.98 

Mathew Parke 5,Sft 

Thomas Russell 28.58 

Elizabeth Bowdoin 17.86 

James Bowdoin 17.98 

Elizabeth Temple 17.16 



192.56 



X 
X 
X 



Abel Sherman $ 5.88 

Jonathan Williams 6.28 

William Marshall 5.48 

Christopher Marshall 5.08 

Benjm Cobb 12.08 

Caleb Strong 11.40 

Samuel Havens 5.80 

Joseph Stephens 5.70 

Thomas Blake 5.70 



Whole amot Tax for , 
1806 is 254.76^ 



62.20 
192.56 



254.76 



Col John May 



Dr. Per Contra 



Cr. 



1806 

August 6 to the amount of 
the taxes paid by his direc- 
tion for the year 1805 
See Schedule on the other 
tide $290.47}^ 



$290.47}^ 



Errors Excepted. 
Biarietta August 6 
AD 1806 



By the ballance of aoct for 

1808 $144.81 

By Cash received per mail 

in Decem' last 71.— 

August 6*^ By balance debt 

in new account 75.16}^ 

290.47H 



W* Rufus Putnam 
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DocuaiENT XLV. 
Marietta August 82 AD1807— 
Dear Sir 

I here enclose a duplicate voucher of the payment 
of taxes of the persons therein named for the year 1806 
— it appears necessary that you should hold such a 
one — for their satisfaction should they enquire, and 
further, as those persons are known to me only through 
you — I know not where to address to them and it 
seems necessary that they should be put in mind of 
the present years taxes, which are the same they were 
last and become due on the first day of Decern' next— 
I would therefore suggest the propriety of your first 
notifying them in the newspapers even if it is at my 
expence — there are two or three names in this duplicate 
which were not in your memorandum, these were 
placed here through mistake you'll therefore take no 
notice of them — Vz— Stephen Cooke John Stanton & 
Moses Everett as I have paid their taxes I would thank 
you to write me where they can be found— Vz — Cook 
& Stanton Everett correspond with me— It would be 
very agreeable to me never to know those proprietors 
only through you as the business can be done better 
in this way we have practised than to communicate 
with each individuals — -but this must be as you plea< 
so it must — A Certain Mr. Daniel W. Griffith wishes 
to purchase W" Dalls one hundred and sixty acre lot 
proposes to give two dollars per acre, and request a 
credit of three years — the lot is numbered 808 lays 
about 14 miles from Marietta upon the South branch 
of Wolf Creek the quality is unknown to me — 

Our town is improving pretty fast for a new world 
and should all those towns on the Atlantic coast be 
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>iit under contribution by some foreign power — 
farietta will go dear. There seems to be a fair 
pportunity of trying the efficacy of a Gun boat 
d[ministrati]on. 

wishing health and happiness to you and yours 
I remain your obedient Serv^ 

W" Rufus Putnam. 
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Document XLVII, 

Marietta May 7*^ 1808 
Dear Sir 

Your favor of Feb^ 26*** was duly received one Copy 
seven dollars which I placed to the C of E Dorr — 
Decon Nye has proposed to pay for the redemtion 
of D' land therefore this sum will be applied to the 
present year's taxes — ^yours enclosing money for taxes 
last year was received with the money I have wated 
answering that I might state this years taxes which 
are the same they were last; the duplicate receipts for 
last year have not been obtained but you may expect 
to recive them ere long — ^the sale of the share of land 
you mention I have not been able to effect, indeed I 
think it likely that it cannot be sold here on account 
of the scarcity of money & the stopage of business — 
but I will use every endeavour to dispose of it in the 
way that will answer — 

I remain Dear Sir your ob* 
Humble Serv* 

W" Ruf us Putnam 
CoP Jn^ May— 
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Document XLVIH. 

Marietta Sep' 22— AD 1808— 
Dear Sir 

I receivd yours of Oct' last enclosing in all the sum 
cf eighty dollars, which was applied in the payment of 
the taxes of the persons therein named as you directed 
I opened an account with each one, therefore shall 
trouble you as corresponding agent no more unless 
you shall please to accommodate some of them — M' 
Dorr's money was receivd and accepted for the re- 
linquishment of his land — enclosed I send it please to 
^ve it him — Our wise State Legislature foreseeing 
that there would be a total stagnation of business, 
and that consequently people would be at leizure to 
pay (forgeting that money might be wanting) have 
increased the state taxes very considerably — -say from 
$471 to $6.80 on a share — from this, the taxes & 
commissions on a share will am* to $7.80 or there 
abouts — and must be paid Decern' 1" next — bills 
of the US Marietta or those of some southern State 
will only be eccepted by the collector — ^You mention 
the selling of part of your land — ^why it cannot be sold 
here at all; land at this time is of no value. I had like 
to have forgotten to mention that I hardly recovered 
from a very sore sickness which has prevented my 
writing sooner and now prevents my sending the 
duplicate receipts- — 

Yours respectfully 

W" Rufus Putnam 
Col" May— 

My aged father is well and tenders his respects — 
Dear Sir, 

please to give the Bowdoin Family notice of there 
taxes I dont whom to address 
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Document XUX. 

Boston October 21. 1808— 
Dear Sir 

1 received yours of the *** September in due time. 
I mentiobed tbe present years taxes to a few friends 
who have requested me to forward on tbeire Taxes to 
you in dosed in My Letter — Viz. 



Jn' May 


3 Shares - 


-7.i0$i\m 


Elisabeth Bowdoine 


3 Ditto 


21.60 


James Bowdoine 


3 Ditto 


21.60 


Elisabeth Temple 


3 Ditto 


21.60 


W- Marshall 


I Ditto 


7.20 


Egen' Wales 


1 Ditto 


7.20 


John Stanton, heirs 


1 Ditto 


7M 


W Wiswald for C. Champne; 


I Ditto 


7M 




16 Shares 


tnsM 



whidi sum of one hundred & fifteen dollars & *%( 
I now inclose you in bills and make no doubt it wi 
reach you in safety and in good time I wish you t 
infcom me immediately on the receipt of it — M' W* 
Wiswald says he Sent you last year Six Dollars to 
pay Tax on C. Champney Share he wishes you would 
write him about it. 

I have paid the Taxes on W" Marshal, one Shaii 
and the half Share drawn in the Name Jn* May A 
W.M — ever since the first Taxes commenced & 
has Never paid Me One farthing Nor can I git him 
attend to it altho I have seen him & have wrote hia 
frequently, the amount he Owes Me is indudeing thia 
present year is $62.75 cents and I have no Notion of 
ha\'ing it lay any longer. — I theirefore request you to 
attach in my name the one Undi\-ided half Share o- 
Land which may belong to the Said W" Marshal 
being drawn in the name of Jn* May & W" Mi " ** 
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and is N" 435 of the 8 Acre Lot, what I mean is for 
you to attach all his right to the above share and have 
it sold and if it Should Go Very Low buy it on My 
Account — for all these extra troubles I am allways 
willing to pay you— as you & I have never wrote on 
polliticks I think it not worth while to begin now. I 
shall Only say we have ben dreadfully cramped for 
allmost a year by the Cursed imbargo — and we do 
no se any prospect of its removal at present — they 
threten us from head Quarters that if they raise the 
imbargo, we must go to war with England — Spain is at 
work Gloriously. God be with hir — Never forget to 
make my best regards to your Venerable Father — and 
believe me to be your Most 

Obedient Servant 

J. May 
Endorsed 1808 

Coppey of Letter to 
W" R. Putnam 
Oct. 25, 1808 



Wrote him in December 

Wrote him a duplicate with additions 

March 25 180D. 



Write him Lengthey July 25 1809 
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DOCOMENT L. 

Marietta August 1" 1809— 
Col" May 
Dear Sir — 

At length I have commenced writing to you — which 
I ought to have done some time ago — but have been 
prevented by one circumstance & an other — your 
favor of Oct last inclosing money for taxes was receiv'd 
and the money you'll find in following accounts yours 
of March last was likewise receiv'd what you stale 
relative to W" Marchalls land will be attend to, I 
have waited untill this time as our Court sits within 
about a fortnight at which term the suit will be brought 
— James Smith with whom we have had difficulty 
heretofore has made a demand of the balance or last 
payments of the residuary funds — which he says you 
have receiv'd from Col" Talmage since the settlement 
of the former suit upon his share — and he says thatj 
unless you pay them over to him, he will coomiena 
an action — wish to write on this subject immediately- 
Inclosed you will receive the vouchers of the pay <rf1 
taxes for 1807 and 1808 — of those persons you directed J 
— except for Caleb Champneys heirs . . . them I 
write W" Wisward and enclose the vouchers — bul 
here acknowledged to have receiv'd $7.20 of you foi 
them — 

that each person may the particular situation of 1 
acct I draw these separately the vouchers may ■ 
the ace' be delivered then. 




Dec bi p*y af StMc tiMSHC 



btfayttSb 



^caA ir or 1^ Oe£ 



lMln«C« M«a 



I requested By a M' Jenmiah Dxre of lUs towa to 

apply for the purchase of your eight aoe lot (ymg in 
tbe Township of Marietta about t«D imles bom 
Town V Idi—Drawn in tbe name of Sunoe) G 
Perkins — yV D offers one hundred doDan for it one 

half down thereon some little C* he is a reqxmsafale 
man and I think it is as much as the lot is worth 
should you send a deed you coay fifty dollars ci the 
money for the x^ayment of the taxes for the present 
yeai^ 

I remain with great respect your obedient 

Sir 

W- Rufus Putnam 




WK m Order to coDec 
wk> wished to send bf 



[ yon Sent me >_ 
I km K^ «■ witb the rest, war 
! tkx, aWw he fcas ■at paid me t»e 
amoe the Ikhs eMHHCBeed. if it b admissaUe yan 
«a Vfane to bM tW sw ttf TweHe Dollars to tfai 
AntiM* vhidh I Seat jwi ^piast him this 12 doUai 
is far Tax <m 1^ ^Miics for this year vour Comm' 

Dare tor wUdi be 
SBti^ctoiy security 



tetWBol 

tke bbw* 4w Mr Bo 
as Cats WbIk onml 70a 
the leaMBdcr I ndose TOO iacmhs. 



ft UanhftD deducting 



Stuitm hes taoQf^ with 70a 

I RuK tor Se(7 Ja* M^ 3 Shatcs — S.M - 

BowdoneTenpleftBowdiB.. 9 — 

Bbnbttl 1 -ia«JM 

Wales 1 7oiir commiss 15, 

WitwaU 1 

15 Glares lOS.M 
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I hope that this will reach you in Safety & in good 
time 

I am satisfied James Smiths demands are unjust, 
he is not intitled to any dividend on the surplus funds 
as he paid me for his share all together in army 
warrants, & for such shares I received No dividend at 
the Settlement at Philadelphia — 
your honoi^ father was theire present, & president of 
the board of directors, he Undoubtedly will remember 
if not his Books and Papers will show that I represented 
35 shares & demanded a dividend on them but they 
allowed me on 28 only. Saying that those Shares paid 
for in Army Warrents drew theire full Share of Land 
but ware not intitled to surplus money consequenly 
they allowed me none on 7 Shares of which James 
Smith was one — I am however willing to leave it to 
your father to say what is right— if Smith has com- 
menced an action, or insits on doing it. I leave it 
with you to manage the matter according to your best 
Judgement — imploy council if you think proper. I 
shall add that I did not receive any surplus Money for 
him and am loth to pay him what I did not receive — 
as the Share of mine drawn in the name S. G. Perkins 
is now twice broke in upon I wish you to sell the 
remainder or any of my other Shares when you have a 
good oppertunity — you please to attend to the Marshall 
account — and pray write immediately on the recept 
of this. Never forget to remember my best regards to 
your Hon^ father & believe me your sincear friend &c 

John May 
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Deed. 

Know al! men by these Presents that I, John May 
of Boston, in the County of Suffolk and Common wealtll 
of Massachusetts Esq' — In consideration of One 
hundred Dollars in hand paid to William Rufus Putnam 
(my agent at Marietta) on or before the delivering, 
hereof — by Jeremiah Dare of the Town of Mariettt 
in the County of Washington and State of Ohio — The 
receipt whereof Is hereby Acknowledged — Do hereby, 
give grant sell and convey to the said Jeremiah Dare- 
One Eight Acre lot of Land lying in the Said Town- 
ships of Marietta, and was drawn in the Name of. 
Samuel G. Perkins, and is Numbered in the Ohio 
Companeys Book of Draughts, one hundred and ninety 
two — 

To have and to hold the Said Eight Acre lot i 
Land hereby granted with the privalidges and appurt- 
unances theire Unto belonging — Unto him the said 
feremiah Dare his heires and assignes forever 

In Witness whereof I the Said John May, an4 
Abigail my Wife in token of hir Relinquishment ol 
Dower in the premises have here Unto set our hand 
and Scales* 

this was Sent back for want of Warentee. the On« 
now Gone on is thus Warenteed — J. M.- 

assignes forever. A. M.-- 

*and, I the said John May Do further covenant) 
with the Said Jeremiah Dare that I am the right full 
Owner of the said Eight Acre lott and have fuU right 
to Sell the Same — and that I will & do Warrant to 
defend the same against the Lawfull Claims of all 
people — 

Signed Sealed &c — 
Oct' S" 1810— 
Coppey of a Deed and a Letter to W" R. Putnam 
Marietta, Oct. 2S— 1809. 
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Document LIT. 

Marietta March 15*^ 1810— 
Dear Sir 

Your favor dated Oct' 23 enclosing money and a 
deed for Jeremiah Dare was duly receivd but imme- 
diately after the reception I was called from home, 
and have been absent through the winter and now for 
the first time have an opportunity to reply— The 
money you sent was applied as you directed. M'' Dare 
paid $50 — which was placed to your credit, an account 
of the taxes with the vouchers will be sent on to you a 
soon as duplicate receipts can be obtained, — I have 
not seen James Smith since I recev'd your letter, but 
shall conduct according to your directions — should 
there an oppertunity offer for the sale of any of your 
land it will be attended to — -M' Dare requests that I 
would remit the and you sent on back to you again — 
for these two reasons — first M" May has not acknowl- 
edged it — secondly it is not a warrantee he requests 
that you would correct those errors in a new deed and 
send it on — however he paid the money as agreed upon 
my giving him my receipt — The suit against W° 
Marshal is progressing Business is very dull in this 
place money very scarce therefore there is very little 
opportunity for letting land or sale. Settlement in 
the Ohio Company s purchase encrcases very slowly; 
many years will probably elaps before all the land 
will be demanded — My Father requests his regards to 
be presented to you — 

«I remain Dear Sir 
your Obedient Serv* 
W" Rufus Putnam. 
ol" May. 
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Document LIII. 

Marietta August IC^ 1810 — 
Dear Sir 

I wrote in March last in answer to yours of Oct' 
which doubtless you have receiv'd as I have obtained 
duplicate receipt for the payment of taxes last year 
they are herein enclosed — 

1" James Bowdoin Sc others amounting to $55,265 

i* John Mays & others amounting to 17.08* 

3" William Marshall & others amounting to 5.86'^ 

4"* Eben' Wales & others amounting to 5.86^ 

6'" Caleb Champney & others amounting to O.OQT 

88.16' 
Commission on 15 Shores — 6/ 15.00 

103. 167 

Money remitted 102.90 

Balance due me OOO.iW 

The taxes for the present you are nearly one fourth 
higher than they were last and become due on the 
first of Decem' your business with W" Marshal is 
progressing, but the money cannot be counted on this 
present year for the payment of taxes — On your return- 
ing a corrected deed for Mr Dare there will be fifty 
dollars in hand for the purpose — it is an unpleasant 
thing that the taxes have risen, but this proceeds from 
bad management in our publick men — the origin of 
this evil was laid in our going from a Territorial 
Government to a State — The constitution of our 
Territorial government provided that so soon as there 
should be 60,000 free inhabitants within any of the 
contemplated divisions they might form to themselves 
a constitution & State Government provided it should 
be repulican — and that such state should be received 
into the Union upon the limit of the original States — 
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Congress held large tracts of land in our state has 
commenced their system of sale — our country was filling 
with inhabitants when certain exclusive patriots set 
in motion the forming a state government, but it 
was objected that we wanted the number required — Vz 
— 60,000 — to obviate this dificulty a certain portion 
of the Country sent agents to Congress a procured a 
bill to pass— authorizing the Eastern division to form 
a state government— but connected with it certain 
propositions — wherein the state was to relinquish the 
right of taxing public lands, and that they would not 
tax land sold by the U S for five years after it should 
be sold— now as there was no other source of supporting 
our government but from land taxes, the poor Devils 
that had purchased before this business had them all 
to pay — now the sale of the public lands has filled the 
state with inhabitants increased the representation 
and consequently the expense of government but add 
nothing to the funds untill after five residence — when I 
reflect on this business, done under the spurious sliow 
of love for the people — I sicken, and abhor the idea of 
modem republicanism — but why? we are not alone — 
whenever democracy prevails — some autlientic evil 
preys upon the bowels of the state I sincerely regret 
the relapse into which my native state has faUen, how 
to account for it is dificult, but nothing ought to 
surprise us these days of universal distraction — This 
season has been very wet even so that it has very 
inconvenient to secure the crops of hay and wheat, 
such seasons have usually produced sickness, but as 
yet there is very little in this quarter — my Father is 
not in very good health this summer — yet is able to 
do business; accept his regaids for yourself — 

I I remain dear Sir 

I Your Ob* Servt. 

W" Ilufus Putnam 
Col" Jn" May— 

J Smith has not called on me since I receivd your 
letter. 
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Document LIV. 

Boston Oct 3 1810 
Dear Sir 

Yours of 26 August came duely to hand inclosing 
receipts for taxes the last year and a broad hint fer 
more this year — your remarks on the extreaudinay 
high Taxes of this present year, as well as former 
Ones, are turely mortifying theire is no such Taxes laid 
on Any of the wild Lands in this Countrey, in fact it is 
unfaire & unjust and cannot be patently bourn 

I most Sincearly lament and regret with you the 
relaps of our Commonwealth, & it remains verey 
Unsartain when if ever She recovers hir former dignety 
and Splender— Such an Unwealy house of Repr 
sentatives upwards of 600 a Majorety of them Violent 
Ignorant Noysey democrats, fill'' the Chamber last 
June I dread the time when the long winter Sesion will 
commence then theire will be constant spoutings from 
durty filthey fountaines — but. No More — 

Inclosed you have my Deed to Jere^ Dare done in the 
Strongest manner we know how this I presume to be 

good for 9 50.00 

and I allso inclose you in Cash 67.00 

This Sum is to pay Taxes on 3 Shares my own in $117.00 

the Ohio Company, Purchases Say 9 7.33 p' share is ... . 21.09 
Ditto James Bowdoins & Lady Temple heirs 9 shares .... 65.97 

Ditto Eben' Wales Esq' 7.3S 

Ditto W" Wiswald fer Caleb Champneys heirs 7.SS 



108.0S 

Your Comm* on 14 Shares 11$, postage &c 38 14.S8 



I hope this will reach you in Safety and in good time 
if Smith does not trouble us any more so Much the 
better, if he Does I refer you to my former Letter on 
that Subject — I expect the nex time I hear from you 



A 
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to be informed that you have got through with the 
business. 

You will observe that I have not sent the Tax for the 
one Share of W" Marshal, altho I have repetedly 
wrote him and in formed his Son for Many Years, yet 
they have never paid the Least attention to the busi- 
ness. I theirefore give them up to theire own in- 
sensabillity — 

I have a Son Arived from Sea Sum three Month 
ago, by name W" Rufus he is about twenty three 
years of age, tired of going to Sea in these-times & 
not acquainted with felling the mighty Oaks nor in 
fact, with farmeing of any kind — ^yet he wishes to 
become a farmer — had I better Send him on to take 
up Sum of my burnt Lots and Learn to farm? that 
is the Question on which I pray your Opinion Am I 
paying taxes for those Land, which you have sold for 
me. if I am I hope you will cancel it^ — I begg you to 
write me on the receipt of this it is of consequence 
that we should be informed of the receit of our Letters 
in due time, you will please to make my best respects 
to your Venerable Father & believe Me to be your 
Most Obedient Servant 



To W- R.Putnam. 



J M 
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DoCUMESiT LV. 

Marietta Nov' 7* 1810— 
Dear Sir 

Your &vor oi Ocf 3* «'»>rtn«ing a deed for M' Dare 
and sixty seven dollars in bank Bilb come safe to 
hand — I shall answo- your queries as they stand id 
order — I fotmd Smith detemuned to pursue the busi- 
ness therefore to save expence I compromised with 
him for fifteen dtJlars — I have obtained judgement 
against W" Marshal for better than eighty dollars in 
yotir account I added interest on the different sums 
from the time of payment and it was allow'd the 
money will be collected some time in Decern' — In 
reference to your Son I would obse^^"e that a farmer 
life compared with the more busy scenes of life will 
appear dull — but if he has a taste for it he will do well 
enough there are two, one hundred acre lots of your 
lying on the Ohio twenty miles or more below Galli- 
polis which would make a very good farm and there 
are scattering settlements along the river near to and 
adjoining it — Also farms with partial improvements 
might be bought to great advantage from 1000 — to 
3000 dollars some with good improvements — All 
kinds of farmers tools may be had here to good advan- 
tage also cattle horses hogs or sheep — 1 shall be happy 
to see your son in this country and every assistance 
within my power shall cheerfully lend him — doubtless 
you recollect Maj' Goodale who settled at Bel-pre 
the garden of the purchase— (unfortunate man he fel 
by the Indians) his Estate has been rented and 
neglected untill the buildings which were log are fallen 
to the ground, and the fences so decayd so that it 
appears a very ruin- — still there remains 160 acres 100 
acres of which is first rate bottom and fifty acres now 
cultivated as above described— with a beautiful exten- 
sive front of the Ohio — this tract was sold a year ago 
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for $1100 dollars and is now for sale — a few hundred 
dollars laid out in repairs in fences and cleaning up 
brush & would render it as complete a farm as any one 
could wish — -it is situated in the midst of an old flourish- 
ing settlement— on the reception of your letter im 
mind first lit on the spot as well calculated to suit your 
son — My father enjoys very good health as also his 
family and all connections— Old Friend Battle is 
is still alive resides in the neighbourhood of his son 
but dwells by himself that {as he observes) he may 
eat his mush in his own way — accept of my regards 
& well wishes for yourself and family. 
Yours respectfully — 

W° Rufus Putnam 
,-Col' Jn° May. 




remitted, by ctKnparing tbe mms paid, wrth those 
receiv'd, yoaH icadilj' notice the baUiices doc from 
those meDtioned in the account, which tbey can pajr 
over with the money for the presmt year — When I 
wrote you last, I was in expectation of having recovned 
the money from William Marshall before this time — 
but Sir, the commissioners appointed by the Court at 
length proceeded to tbe sale of the land attached in 
the county of ^\ashington, but they would not sd 
for half the sums due and payment of cost consequently 
we must travel into other Counties for a further sale 
which will delay the business in such a manner; that 
the collectioD cannot be relied on for the pajonent of 
taxes the present year — The taxes for the present 
year, will amount to some little more than they did 
last, and become due by the first of December — I think 
I mentioned in my last that I have settled with James 
Smith relative to the residuarj' funds. I found that he 
would sue for the money and that even if you should 
gain the suit yet the cost would be more than the 
fifteen dollars which I gave him — but further, from 
former decisions I am led to believe that he would have 
recovered — I here state our accounts (except more 
relative to the suit) — for 1809 & 1810 the voucher for 
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1809 have been returned to you, but the account is 
here included as it is connected with 1810 — 



do* John Mb; 
1800 

to pottage on % icttet 

Nov. to postage on a letter. . 

to bills retuTDcd not 



Per Contra 
1800 

By balance due for 1808- - 
Nov* by cash enclosed 



ftOU 



to 



taxes paid oi 



for pay' of taxes and 



1810 

S^t. 15 to cs«h paid James 
Smith reuduary funds on his 

share ..... IS.OO 

Nov. 86 to pay of taxes on his 

land for 1810 ««.23' 

to commissions on thr«e 

shares 3.00 



85.38* 



. M.S7 
,.18.97* 



I have nothing material to write only land is very low 
yet, of a very dull market— I fear the nonresident 
proprietors will be tired of paying taxes before they 
will be able to sel their lands for a reasonable price — 
my father is still living and in tollerable health — request 
to present his respects to you — 

I am with great due respect your 
Obt Serv' 

W" R. Putnam 
5ept.ll,18U 



lOctolKTEVlSn 



H^te Ac ior taxes far tfce ytv 

f Ac Dcmtli of lit 
mm tAm ««■ hai^al ia this town 
I Ife kn *f Oc Bonkiiie f imilir 
m Saml CUrkcB <« tbe Old G<n- 
■ffeftWiiClmiB. 
fcv ^ Ike IT- Mmiial aflkir to • 
mahfe jw wfl kcepe tbe Money in 
tx^fcraol «<aB tncs, tat kt bc know the emd 
a^M^rit H ;v^ Xext I^ttov ahiili 1 lequest you send 
^ •■ Ac Bircvt of this.— 

as ]«■ *i aot JTiaM bc taw Mudi the Taxes on 
«Mk Siaac B ths jcv. bat thought them sumtliing 
Mnac tiha> lait— I harc theniac Sent 7.30 p- Share 
aad oae Dofar tm eaA share, yoor Conimission Say 
OMMShaiii 

tUM 
76J0 
3.S0 
8.50 



Via t ** ■ ]f«r S ^uea«S.iO 

Heses ol James Bowdom 9 Ditto 
Ebett' Waks Esif 1 — 

%ires of C. Chunpney 1 — 

14 
baUance doe you in New a«r' — 



19.00 
19.37 I 



which sum I now inclose you by a check drawn by I 
Cashier of our L'nion Bank on the cashier of I 
Penselvania Bank « Philadelpia 138.38 when you p 
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t, it will be Necessary for you to indorse the Same — 
[ thought this the best method of conveying it and hope 
t will reach you in safety. I wish you to sell any of 
ny lotts when you can obtain a fair price & good pay — 
^member me to thy aged father, & believe Me to be 
''OUT Sincear friend & Humble Servant 

J. M— 
ro W- R. Putnam. 
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To THE Board of Trustees and Members of the 

Western Reserve Historical Society: 
Gentlemeti: 

In no one year has history been made as rapidly as 
in the one just past. The war, into which the United 
States was compelled to plunge, has been surging on, 
requiring the time and largely the means of all in order 
to prosecute it successfully. The vastness of the strug- 
gle, the unlimited resources of every kind required, the 
man power necessary to carry it on, has taxed us in 
every direction. Yet all these, as never before, show 
the absolute necessity of maintaining to the fullest ex- 
tent all that pertains to the uplift of man in educational 
and allied interests. Never has there been a time when 
greater calls have been made upon the patriotism of 
this country. Never has there been a time when the 
needs have been felt more for enlarging and develop- 
ing the institutions, whose functions are to preserve 
and make available all that has gone to make this Re- 
public what it is. 

Theelementsthat have entered into its foundations, 
the developments of its institutions, the manner of life 
of its citizens, the ideals that have been formulated and 
made a part of our national existence — all these require 
careful interpretation and study. 

It is peculiarly the function of societies of our type 
to make possible this careful study of America's history. 
In order to do this, vast quantities of source material 
must be painstakingly and diligently sought, brought 
together, and made available for the use of students of 
history and economics. 

Feeling the importance of this, our own work has 
been pushed forward just as far as the time seems to 
permit. Our small staff, all eager to do their part, have 
worked to their utmost to make the work a success, and 
keep the expenses to a minimum. 
IS 
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The war itself has entailed upon us increased re- 
sponsibilities in preserving the ephemeral hterature that 
may be had today and that tomorrow is practically 
lost. This work we have undertaken to do as well as 
our means will permit and some of the results are noted 
under the head of the library proper. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The membership of the Society has shown a steady 
increase for the last three or four years, due largely to 
the personal efforts of our President. Although it is 
not by any means as large as is desirable, yet it is en- 
couraging to feel that it is going ahead from year to 
year. 

The membership this year stands at 47 patrons, 84 
life members and 302 annual members, making a total 
of 433 members, an increase of 22 over last year. 

Yet each year we are compelled to note with sad- 
dened hearts that death has invaded the ranks of our 
membership and has claimed here and there one who 
had been a loyal supporter of the work and upon whom 
we can depend no further. 

We are pleased to note that some of the younger 
generation are taking up the burdens that their fathers 
were wont to carry, and I trust that as time goes on 
these younger men will realize that the work their 
fathers were interested in, is one worthy of their active 
support and generous assistance, 

NECROLOGY 

Among the patrons of the society we are compelled 
to record the death of Colonel Oliver Hazard Payne, 
who died June the 27th. 1917. Five of our life mem- 
bers have been called home: W. S. Tyler, May 27, 
1917, W. C. Scofield, July 6, 1917, Hon. Geo. F. Robin- 
son of Ravenna, July 30, 1917, Harley Barnes, Paines- 
ville, October 19, 1917, and Leonard Schlather, April 
19, 1918. 
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Among our annual membership Loftus Cuddy, 
Wm. E. Cushing, W. P. Murray. Martin Snider, and 
Chas. W. Wason have passed away. 

Hahley Barnes 

On October 19th. 1917, Mr. Harley Barnes, a life 

nember of the Western Reserve Historical Society, 

assed away very suddenly at his home on Mentor 

venue, Painesville, Ohio. 

Mr. Barnes was born in Chester, Geauga County, 

'o, March tith, 1859. He received his education 

he district school, and at Chester Seminary, and 

ed to Painesville in early life, where he took up 

'udy of law and was admitted to the Bar in 1888, 

■ ving to poor health, he never practiced. In 1890 

oed the firm of Barnes & Scott, in the Abstract 

i for Lake County. Later, in 1893. he organized 

■ Hy, Title and Investment Company, and re- 

■ interest in it until 1898. From 1890 to 1891 

d the position of County Recorder. He was 

principal stock holders in the Painesville 

nipany wliich he formed in 1891. He was 

interested in forming the Dollar Bank of 

■id the Geneva Savings Bank of Geneva. 

'»t member of the Methodist Church of 

Barnes was interested in all religious 

s denomination, but more especially 

work. 

I ■ilst, 1883, Mr. Barnes married Miss 

i^hester, who passed away in 1906. 

'010, Mr. Barnes married Ethel 

' their little son Harley D., and a 

"es, Mrs. Jollitfe, of Painesville, 



r.RASTus Gushing 
iishing, The Western Reserve 
•»■ of its generous supporters, 

■vi^^hed citizen and lawyer, a 
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worthy scion of one of its oldest and most distinguished 
families. 

Dr. Erastus Gushing, the grandfather of Mr. 
Gushing, came to Cleveland when it was only a small 
village, and opened an office for the practice of medicine. 
He was succeeded by his son Dr. Henry Kirke Gush- 
ing, another eminent physician, who married Betsey 
Maria Williams of New York state. Nine children 
were born to them. William E., who was the oldest 
of the boys, was born in Gleveland September 23rd, 
1853. His early education was obtained in the public 
schools of his native city, supplemented by a college 
education at the old Western Reserve Gollege at 
Hudson, Ohio. He was graduated in 1875 with the J 
degree of B. A., and honored with election to the J 
Phi Beta Kappa Society. After completing a course jj 
at Harvard Law School. Cambridge, Mass., in 1878, 
he returned to Cleveland and formed a law partnership 
with the late Judge Samuel E. Williamson. 

Preferring the office work of his profession to that 
of the Court Room he devoted himself especially to 
the study of corporation law, and became one of the 
best read lawyers of his state. 

He never sought nor held public office, but his 
work as a member of the Committee of the American 
Bar Association on Uniform State Laws, will be of 
lasting benefit to the people. 

Mr. Gushing was always generously helpful to 
the younger members of the Bar, and ready witli 
counsel and assistance, even at the expense of great 
personal inconvenience. 

As a lawyer, Mr. Gushing lived up to the highest 
ethical standards of his profession. No lure of profit 
or of place could tempt him to compromise with them 
for a moment, and he leaves the record of a professional 
life as high and spotless as it was devoted and learned 
and successful. 



* "WILLIAM BHASTUS CUSHfl 
Member (J Tlie Western Reserve Historical SiKlety 
> Dnd Bvem^ 19ih, i9iT 
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He was a man of absolute integrity and high ideals, 
Tind those who were favored with his friendship counted 
it among their most precious possessions. 

Although Mr. Gushing kept closely to the work of 
his profession, he found time to give valuable service 
in other connections; he was Trustee of the Society for 
Savings, The Western Reserve University, and the 
University School of Cleveland. He was not only a 
member and generous supporter of The Western 
Reserve Historical Society, but was frequently the 
means of bringing valuable additions to its collections. 
He held also membership in the Cleveland Chamber 
of Commerce, and in the New England Historical 
Society of Boston. He belonged to the Union Club, 
and to the Twentieth Century Club of Cleveland. 
He was a member and a trustee of the Old Stone 
Church. 

Mr. Cushing married on June 4, 1884 in Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts, Miss Carolyn Kellogg, who survives 
her husband. 

Mr. Cushing died suddenly on the 19th of Decem- 
ber, 1917, at the age of 64 years. 

^ Judge George Foreman Robinson 

™ An honored and deeply interested life member was 
' lost to our Society in the death of Hon. George F. 
Robinson, of Ravenna, who was called to rest July 23rd, 
1917. 

Judge Robinson was a profound lawyer and a 
judge whose fairness and clear interpretation of the 
spirit of the law was recognized by all. A veteran of 
the Civil War and always intensely patriotic, he was 
beloved, and now is mourned by all who knew him or 
came in touch with his many fine qualities. 

Judge Robinson was born near Ravenna. Ohio, 
January 20th, 1844. His parents, George E. and 
Hannah (Johnson) Robinson, were then living on 
their farm just north of Ravenna. His early schooling, 
commenced in the public schools of Ravenna, was 
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abruptly interrupted by the call of President Lincoln 
for seventy-five thousand men, and although only 
seventeen years of age, Judge Robinson answered the 
call and enlisted as a private in Company F, ]6th Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry on May 11, 1861. He was dis- 
charged August 22nd, 1861, on expiration of his term 
of service; re-enlisted December 22nd, 1861, as First 
Sergeant, Company E, 80th Ohio Volunteer Infantry; 
was promoted to Second Lieutenant, March 21st, 
1862; to First Lieutenant, January 15th, 1863; to 
Captain, July 28th, 1863; and was discharged as a 
paroled war prisoner March 13th, 1865. He was with 
the 80th Ohio Regiment at Siege of Corinth; was 
under Grant in the Northern Mississippi Campaign, 
including the battles of luka, in the Campaign around 
Vicksburg, its siege and the surrender of the same. 
It was in the latter campaign he was wounded in the 
neck, and carried the bullet to his death-bed. He was 
wounded at Corinth, Miss., and again at Mission 
Ridge, Tenn., and here taken prisoner; incarcerated 
in Libby Prison, remaining there one year; was then 
removed to Belle Isle and later to Macon, Georgia, 
where he was kept until exchanged at Annapolis as 
a paroled war prisoner, a few weeks before the close 
of the war. 

Judge Robinson immediately returned to his native 
town and took up the study of law in the office of 
Luther Day, then one of the Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Ohio, and was admitted to the bar. He took 
an active part in tlie politics of Portage County, 
serving as County Prosecutor for a period; also for 
several years was mayor of Ravenna, But other 
matters besides law and politics claimed his attention. 
He was an active member in both the Military Order 
of the Loyal Legion, and in the G. A. R. He served as 
President of the Second National Bank for several 
years, and was a member of Unity Lodge No. 12, F. & 
A.M. 
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Judge Robinson's clear legal mind made him sought 
for on all sides, and it was not long before he became 
Judge on the Common Pleas Bench. For a little over 
twenty-nine years he served the people, who so eagerly 
elected him, faithfully and justly, covering the courts 
of Portage, Mahoning, and Trumbull Counties. 

A careful and zealous student of history and of the 
best in literature at large, he graduaUy accumulated 
a library of the world's best thought, until it became 
one of the best collections in that section of the state. 
Interest in history and the recognition of the great 
need for the preservation of its sources led Judge 
Robinson to early become interested in the work of 
The Western Reserve Historical Society, and many 
of the Society's rarest historical treasures from Portage 
County came through his aid and influence. 

It was a pleasure and a source of great inspiration 
to have known him. Extremely modest always, 
one had only to be in his presence for a short time to 
see the worth of the man, his great intellectuality, his 
kindly hospitality and lofty principles. The world 
is better for the life of such a man, and can ill afford 
to loss such. 

Judge Robinson was married August 32nd, 1867, 
to Miss Mary Gillis, daughter of the late John Gillis 
of Ravenna, who survives him with their three sons, 
Henry M. Robinson, attorney, at Pasadena, California, 
Lieutenant Richard H. M. Robinson of New York, 
and Thomas M. Robinson of Youngstown, Ohio. 

William Charles Scofield 

In the death of Mr. William C. Scofield which 
occurred July 6th, I9I7, at the exceptional age of 
ninety-six. The Western Reserve Historical Society 
lost one of its oldest friends as well as one of its life 
members. 

Mr. Scofield was born October 25th, 1821, near the 
small town of Wakefield in England. His early young 
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manhood was spent in Leeds, where he worked at the 
machinists' trade. 

On Hearing his twenty-first birthday, he determined 
to go to America. Here he found employment for 
one year at Chagrin River, then followed two years 
work as an employee in A. W. Duty's brick yard. 
These were followed by two years employment in the 
Sheriff's office as turnkey. 

Soon after, he became associated with Messrs, 
Stanley, Wick and Camp in the Lard, Oil and Saleratus 
Works. This firm carried on the business until 1857, 
when Mr. Scofield bought out his partners and success- 
fully conducted the business alone for five years, 
In 1861 he associated himself with Messrs. Halle & 
Fawcett and added the refining of oil to his other 
business. Gradually his business connections 
creased. In 1865 he became interested, in oil refining, 
with the firm of Critchley, Fawcett & Co., also as 
partner in the firm of Hewitt & Scofield. New York, 
in the Oil Commission business, and was Vice President 
of the Cleveland Chemical Works. Still later in I86S 
the firm of Alexander, Scofield & Company was 
formed to refine oil. In 1872 he organized the Lake 
Erie Iron Company, of which Company he was Presi- 
dent for forty-five years. When the Union Nationid 
Bank of Cleveland was formed we find Mr. Scofield's 
name as one of its organizers and also one of its directors 
for many years. 

Thus briefly we have tried to sketch the business 
career of one of Cleveland's best citizens, one of that 
type of self-made men, who by their diligence and 
Stirling qualities have helped to place Cleveland io 
the high place it so justly holds in this nation, 

Mr. Scofield's home life was a most happy one. 
On December 1st, 1846, he married Miss Anne Barker, 
whose decease occurred August 13th, 1893. Some 
years later Mr. Scofield married Mrs. Ida Cobb. 

Mr. Scofield's widow, three sons, Charles W^ 
Scofield, Frank R. Scofield, and George F. Scofield,' 
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I Ihrotf dtuii^hten, Mnt. Frank Kockefvller, Mrs. D. 

B'ard Dangler, and Mrs. James H. Cogswell survive 

hbn. One son, Ezra B. Scofield, pawied away just a 
Tew months ahead of his father. 

iAVAsniNCTON S. Tti.br 
The President and founder of the W. S. Tyler 
npany passed away Sunday mominft. May i7, 1017. 
Hotel 3tatler, Cleveland. Ohio, where he and 
*. Tyler had made Iheir winter home. 
Mr. Tyler, sou of Roval W. Tvler and Fannie A. 
(H..lm.-s) Tyler. wfi> born April 14, 1835, in that part 
<jf Cleveland JkIucIi \^ J'"^'*' known as thi' West Side, 
l"»t JiMab.-'^^^'"^°'^^**''^W.o!inK wa.s obtained 

rnU-hcster. i>i tt.''^'''*^'^'<«"^ac,.nM,Tticul, where hc 
wa-s sent as a tur. M i ■ 1 1' < 71 lie gave up his school 
uid took a position a.s clerk in the dry goods hu.iineiis 
in Hartford, t'onnecticut. On his return to Cleveland, 
at the age of sixteen, he entered the firm of E. I. 
^Jfeldwin Ik Company, dealers in dry jiikmIs. Later, 
^^ 187?. he formed the W. S. Tyler Wire Works Com- 
pany, of which Company he wa,s active President up 
to a short time before his death, and even after he 
l!avL' up his active connection, his connM") and direction 
were fretjuently sou^tht. There is seldom aii employer 
more belovird hy all hi.-* employees than Mr. Tyler was; 
their interests were his, and early he established a 
profit sharinp plan in which the employees, numljering 
over 1000, shared. His government over his assistants 
was always by kindnesH. 

He was one of Cleveland's leading philanthropists. 
Many of the institutions that stand for the welfare 
and tHlucalional advancement of her citizens received 
his hearty support and wise counsel. 

He was a life member of The Western Reserve 
Historical Society, a member nf the Board of Trustees 
of Western KcwTve Univeniity, the Children's Aid 
Society. Lakeside Hospital, Hiram House, the Old 
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ieveopirs of tUk. m fact I \mam ai mo otker set m 

Ik SUIe lifaniT- «w ^n wiiilirf «h1 
edkdiaa of tke pdUBtkM cf tfe State (tf T< 
Am^ tke «w penod w d^ o^ «f tkr 
of the State BcMBc 

Oar Bcxt stop was at iatkaam. Mimmtiini. 
Wat was BMle to tke be artiT J mv Stale 
wxtia tly ewphttd, ^^^7 Irnv bd 
Iflniyat hrhnw Tbdr IKrinoa of 
the ■ ■Mil lai ■! ef Mr. DmiMr Bn 

■w|i|ii mdovical Sanely ate ■ the bvldi^. and 

aeoH to be a dbe need m thb state for « gCMsai 
Efamr where the people cf the state caa have the 
adraataeei n iiJtiiifc t h ewfai^ The pobGcatiaiis 
of the Miwiiiinii ffiitarieal S oc i ety aie wtt raloBble; 
bat, as that Society b not iiiMiiliiii to any extent 
the poUicatiaiis c( other M o t tie s, p»*<»*p« accoonts 
for the fict that there are not Boce sets of their own 
pobbeatioos in the Taiioos Efararies ai the country. 
We (fid not have a sin^ vuhawK of them in oar own 
Bfanry, complete as it is in most of the Societv pubtica- 
tions of this countiy. Airangcoients were made by 
which we have obtained a full set, and will receive 
others as issued. 

We ako had presented to us by Mr. Rowland, a 
targe ooOerticm d Confederate States money and 
separate state issues. 

From Jackson we went to New Oleans, a place 
full of interest, also of many old hook shops, and 
good public libraries, as well as private lilvanes. A 
number erf these were visited. 

In the Howard Memorial library, whose genial 
librarian, Mr. Beers, has been with it from its inception. 
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nearly three days were spent in going through their 
duplicates, and a case of material has just been received 
from there which we have not yet checked up. 

A visit was also made to the Louisiana State 
Historical Society and the Louisiana State Museum. 
A file of the Louisiana State Historical Society pubUca- 
tions which we were lacking have been received on 
exchange. 

The private collections of Mr. Caspar Cusachs, 
President of the Louisiana Historical Society, and also 
the remarkable collection on Louisiana belonging to 
Mr. Thompson. President of the Louisiana State 
Museum, were both seen. Mr. Thompson, it is said, 
has as fine a collection on Louisiana as there is in 
existence, and many profitable hours could be well 
spent in the quietness of his private library. 

From New Orleans we went to Mobile, and then 
on to Montgomery, where we felt quite at home, 
owing to the closeness of Camp Sheridan and the 
constant meeting of Ohio acquaintances who were, 
connected with the camp at that time. From an his- 
torical standpoint, of course, everything centers around 
the State Capitol, in which the Confederate Govern- 
ment was first organized and Jefferson Davis proclaimed 
President. 

Here, Honorable Thomas N. Owen, State Archivist, 
is developing a collection very similar to our own, 
of course, being centered around Alabama history as 
a nucleus; and by untiring efforts he has brought 
together during the last fifteen years, a very fine 
general collection. He took great pains in showing 
me the different methods he has employed in handling 
the various collections, and a delightful day was spent 
in comparing notes. A large collection of material 
was also obtained from this place. 

Stops were also made at Atlanta and Savannah. 
At the latter place, by special invitation, a visit was 
made to the De Renne Library at Wormsloe, Georgia, 
which is probably the most outstanding collection on 



G«ar^ kHtocT-. Wr abo vistcd the G«x|pa Historicsl 

•e went to Charleston and then 

SiBce oar last visit to CharlestOQ, the 

HkluKml Society has been housed 

t tke Chariataa lilwary in their new fire-proof 

• every place we \-i^ted, material was obtained. 
bimdral iasDcs of Confederate newspapers, 
1 are exLCccfiu^ desirable, were picked up on 
" i the books, pamphlets, newspapers 
oCfaer material already received, there are 
• am^papers coming, which when received, 
; an addition to the above of two or three 
thousand separate numbers. 

We have been very fortunate thus far, in not being 
disappointed in the results of any one of our trips. 
They have always brought handsome returns in Uie 
way of material, yet, of equal value has been the 
insight gained into new methods, and in getting into 
closer touch with other organizations working along 
the same lines as ourselves. It is a source of a great 
deal of personal pleasure to see how well known our 
Society has become in all sections that have 
\nsited. 

The Library 
The library has kept up a steady growth through 
the year. We have an efficient corp of workers and 
although we could easily use raore, in order to keep 
the work any where near up to date, yet we hardly 
think it is the time to expand in this direction. 

The report of the cataloguing and the detail work 
accomplished will best be seen in the statistical record 
of the library later on in this report. We shall treat 
the work of the library under its different divisions^ 

Manuscripts and Broadsides 
The Manuscript and Broadside collections < 
Society are steadily growing and each year thei 
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generally some one collection that stands out more 
prominently than the others. The one this year which 
perhaps overshadows the others is the collection of 
the John Kerr manuscripts. 

John Kerr was one of the four original proprietors 
of Columbus, Ohio, and from the character of the 
papers in his collection, he must have been a person 
of great prominence, not only in the development 
of Columbus, and the getting of the capitol removed 
to that place, but also in various other enterprises. 

It was on February 20th, 1810, that the General 
Assembly of Ohio passed an act to provide for a 
commission to select a site for the permanent seat of 
government, which up to that time had been first 
at ChiUicothe, then for a short time at Zanesville, 
later, again at ChiUicothe. The plateau on which 
Columbus stands was patented as early as 1802 by 
some Revolutionary War refugees from Canada and 
Nova Scotia, but was later purchased by James 
Johnson, Lyne Starling, Alex. Laughlin, and John 
Kerr, who combined their interests under the firm 
name of "Proprietors of Columbus." John Kerr 
became secretary and probably on this account, was 
able to save the large collection of manuscripts wliich 
we have obtained. The whole collection contains 
several hundred manuscripts, records, maps, etc. 

We call your attention to a few of the more prom- 
inent items. 

The original manuscript plat of Columbus and 
other parts of Franklin County, in the hand of and 
signed by John Kerr, dated ChiUicothe, February 26, 
1807 — ^ize 28 X 13 inches, and giving the names of 
the owners of the various lots. This is probably the 
first land map of Columbus. 

The original manuscript plat of Worthing! on, 
signed by Jas. Kilbourne, dated May 16, 1804. This 
is undoubtedly the first plat of Worthington. 

A manuscript record book containing some thirty 
plats, surveys and patents of Ohio lands, dated 1800-23. 
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Another volume with some twenty odd plats and sur- 
veys of Ohio lands, dating between the years 1807 
and 1811. 

The most valuable maps in the eollection are two 
companion maps forming the Northwestern sectitm 
of Ohio, extending west of the Reserve and north tA 
the Greenville Treaty Line. The first of these two 
maps, covers the western half and is bounded on the 
north by the northern boundary of Ohio, on the south 
by the Greenville Treaty line, on the east by the east 
line of Piqua District and on the west by the State 
line. Size 46 x 27 inches. The other map, (45 x 48 
inches) covers the eastern half of this section, and is 
bounded on the north by Lake Erie, Miami River, 
etc., on the south by the Scioto river, etc., on the east 
by the Hne of the Reserve, These maps are in the 
hand of John Kerr, and dated (1816). They hav« 
never been pubHshed so far as we have been able tt 
find. On them are carefully located the Indian trails 
villages, forts, etc. 

Another map, which also has never been published 
is the original map of Township No. 6, north, Rangt 
No. 16, east of first meridian in Ohio, showing Sandusl^ 
River and Bay, Portage River, etc. Size 16 x U 
inches. This also is in the hand of John Kerr and 
dated (1815). 

An entire monograph could easily be given to th( 
description of the various maps in the collection, a£ 
of which are in manuscript. All told there are in thi 
neighborhood of 200 maps and surveys. 

Among the other items in the collection are; 

The record book of the "Franklinton Turnpik* 
Company," containing the Minutes of the Proceed- 
ings, Names of Members, Articles of Association, 
Surveys, etc., from April 7, 1817 to Sept. 12. 1818, 
Mr. W. T. Martin in his history of Franklin Countjl 
states that "The Columbus and Sandusky Turnpiki 
Company was the first joint stock company road 
constructed, any part of which was in Franklin 



Director's Report 



County." This Company was incorporated, Jan. 31, 
1826, while the Franklinton Turnpike Company ante- 
dates it nearly nine years. 

The original manuscript book of the Proprietors of 
Columbus containing the Minutes of the Proceedings 
of the Proprietors from their first meeting at Frank- 
linton, April. 1812 to June 16, 1815, also accounts of 
sales of land in Columbus from June 18, 1812 to 
Sept. 21. 1819. 

The original manuscript book inscribed "Account 
of Sales of Lots in Columbus," commencing the 18th 
of June, 1812, gives the names of the purchasers, 
residence, number of lot, date of sale, prices sold at, etc. 

A manuscript inscribed "Owners of Lots in Colum- 
bus," dated 1822. 

The original manuscript Report of the Election 
of Officers of Scioto Lodge No. 2, F.&A.M. of Chilli- 
cothe. dated Dec. 5, 1810, and about 13 other manu- 
script records of this early Ohio lodge. 

The record book containing the Minutes of the 
Proceedings of the Polomic Literary Society, Chilli- 
cothe, list of members, etc., Jan. 1803. 

The original record book giving rules and regulations 
of the Chillicothe Library, with catalogue of the books 
therein, 1804 to 1813. This library was one of the 
first to be established in Ohio, and far antedates any 
record at Chillicothe of its early libraries. 

The original manuscript charter of the Farmers' 
Bank of Columbus, one of the earliest banks in Ohio- 
Mr. Kerr was the first President of this bank. 

Original manuscript of an Authentic Arithmetic in 
the hand of John Kerr, dated Jan. 28, 1788. 

An unpublished manuscript journal in the hand of 
John Kerr of a tour from Pittsburgh to Kenahawa, 
Va. and return in 1800. This gives description of 
towns, villages, settlements, and other interesting 
items noted on this trip. 

A large manuscript book containing the Minutes 
of the Proceedings of the Columbus Library, Constitu- 



9t Dibectob'b Report 

tion, Itules and Regulations, Names of Members, 
Number of Shares issued to each subscriber. Names of 
Officers, Catalogue of books, etc., April 8, 1816 to 
Feb. 9, 1819, This record shows that a library existed 
in Columbus several years earlier than any mentioaed 
by the historians of Columbus, or by the State 
librarian. 

Among the manuscripts and broadsides added to 
the library this year may be mentioned the foUowmg 
gifts: 

Misa Stella T. Hatch. Typewritten manuscript of 
the "Pioneer Women of Cleveland. West Side. 1807-1850." 

Dr. G. C. Ashmun. Field Book of Surveys of Tallmadge. 

Mr. S. P. Baldwin baa placed with the Society for per- 
manent preservation a collection of miscellaneous items, 
largely manuscripts pertaining to the development of 
Gste.s Mill and its history. In this collection is the manu- 
acript history of Gates Mill taken down from two of the 
oldest inhabitants in 1904, Also records of the Maple Leaf 
Land Company, and copies of a number of papers that 
have been published there; newspaper clippings, etc. 

Thomas and Charles P. Kinsman. A large number of 
manuscripts relating to the Western Reserve, from the 
papers of Hon. Calvin Pease. These were received through 
the courtesy of Mr. Wni, G. Dietz. 

The Executive Committee, Cleveland Centennial Com- 
mission. Index to Pioneer Families of Cleveland, by 
Mrs. Gertrude Van R. Wickham. 

Mrs. Perry L. Hobbs. Report of the Historian of 
the Western Reserve Chapter, D.A.R., 1915-1917. 

Mrs. Virgil P. Kline. Broadside — "To the People of 
New England." Pertaining to the War of 1812. 

Mr. F. F. Prentiss. Four early Ohio Broadsides. A 
collection of letters, documents, etc., of the Vallandigham 
family of Ohio, 1796-1864. 

Misa Eva L. Reefy. Manuscript Record Book, Anchor 
Lodge, No. 119, Knights of Honor, Elyria. Ohio. 1875-84. 

Mr. W'm. P. Palmer. Autographed manuscript of 
"The Battle of Fair Oaks" by General Erasmus D. Keys, 
1889. Original autographed manuscript Report of the 
Battle of Monocacy, by Major General Lew Wallace, 
Baltimore, 1864. Log of the U. S. Steamer Brooklyn and 
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Richmond of South Western Gulf Blockading Squadron, 
in command of Joseph Simpson, 1861-1864. A large collec- 
tion of manuscripts, order books, record books. General 
Orders, etc., of the 10th Ohio Volunteer Infantry. The 
Mercury Extra, dated Dec. 20, 1860. Broadside — The 
Union is dissolved. Broadside offering $100,000 reward by 
the War Department, Washington, April 20. 1865, for 
the capture of Surratt, Booth, and Harrold. A miscellan- 
eous collection of Civil War song-sheets. 

■ Map Collections 

Within a few days after our last annual meeting, 
the steel cases in our manuscript room and vault 
were installed, and as we could from time to time, 
the work of classifying and putting away the material 
intended for these room.s, has been carried on. 

The large, interesting and exceedingly valuable 
collection of maps and atlases, largely relating to 
America, that came to us from the C. C. Baldwin 
estate, have been removed from their cases, in which 
they have stood for a long number of years, carefully 
opened up, partially arranged and classified. The 
wall maps have been removed from their rollers and 
prepared for mounting and laying flat. The loose 
maps will have to be mounted on cloth in order to 
preserve them. The work on these should be pushed 
forward just as soon as funds may be obtained for it. 
The atlases we will catalogue at once. In our next 
report we hope the work will have progressed suffi- 
cinetly so that we can give a more elaborate account 
of this interesting collection. 

Although in some way your director was familiar 
with the collection, yet in going through it more 
carefully he realizes the importance and completeness 
of Judge Baldwin's work in gathering these early 
American maps. 

In addition to the Baldwin collection and the maps 
listed below, quite a number of Civil War maps have 
come in through the William P. Palmer collection, 
the most interesting being the manuscript maps of 
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Liberty Loan Committee. New York. Printed materki 
pertaining to the Liberty Loan. 

Mr. Otto Miller. Collection of typewritten material 
pertaining to Camp Sheridan. 

Mi. Sidney A- Mayer. File of Trench and Camp, Camp 



Trenton Timet, Pile of Camp Dix Times. 

Chaplain Crain. File of The Recoinnaieaance. 

ColombU UniTenity. Columbia War Papers and BuUe- 
tuu i4 It^ormetiam. 

Committee oo Public Information, Washington, D. C. 
Tlie fall set of tbeir publications. 

Cornier Jmmal. File of Trenek and Camp, Camp Zach- 
uy Taylor. 

Mr, J. Bobert Crouse. Printed material pertaining to 
War Sarings Certificates and Thrift Stamps. 

Mr. Forest P. Drjden. " The Army and the Navy of the 
Unied SlaU* of Anerira." 

Erie Litbograpfa Company. Posters. 

Go^TeniOTS of the different Federal Reserve Banks. 
hinted material pertaining to the Liberty Loan. 

Florida Times Cnion. File of Trench and Camp, Camp 
Johnston. 

Forbes Lithograph Manufacturing Company. Posters. 

Albert Prank & Company. Posters. 

Chaplain A. C. Howells. File of the Eighty-third Dim- 
eioK .VeMM, Cjuup Sherman. 

n. C, Miner Company. Collection of posters. 

Mr, Geo. M. Smith. File of Trench and Camv. CaniD 
Pike. 

I'rtrf. J. M. Telleen. " The Camp Workers and Their 
Wort." Camp Sherman. 

Mr. Wm. TlKunpsiH). Partial file of the Red Croti 
Mtftaime. 

Mr. Tim Thrift, 19 original drawings pertaining to the 
Red Cross Campaign. 

I', S^ Marine (xtrps. Posters and circulars pertainine 

to r.s.M.c. 

V. S. Na\'y. Oolleetion of Posters. 
I', & Na\7 League. Printed material pertaining to 
the war. 

U. S. Navy Recruiting Station. Pittshui^h. Posters. 
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Wyanoak Publishing Company. Posters. 

Mr. Basil L. Walters. File of the Ambulance Service 
News, Allentown, Pa. 

Mr. Alvah Bradley. Report of the Publicity and 
Advertising Committee, Y. M. C A. War Work Campaign, 
Nov. n-17. 1917. War Work Week— Nov. 11-17. 1917— 
portfolio containing photographs, hterature, posters, etc. 
of the Y. M. C. A. Campaign. 

Mr. Adam Strohm. File of Trench and Camp, Camp 
Gordon. 

Mr. Geo. W. Gossel. File of the Pass in Review, Ft. 

» Worth, Texas. 
Books 
The general additions to the library for the year 
amount to 8,000 miscellaneous books and pamphlets. 
A large proportion of these have come in through 
special funds as enumerated below. 
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This fund was used this year in the purchase of 
the Washington medals, an account of which is given 
under the head of Medallic Collections in the Museum. 

k Ralph King Fund 

The Costume Collection which has been largely 
increased during the last three years, by means of 
this fund, has been further added to this year. It 
has been used even more this year than last. Several 
of the schools that had made little use of the collection 
before have become very much interested, and the 
room set aside for these books has been used daily 
by workers who are constantly praising the facilities 
so nicely provided by Mr. King. 

The 714 volumes in the King Collection have been 
carefully catalogued during the last three months. 
In addition to the general author and subject cards 
filed in the regular catalogue, a special catalogue has 
been made which is to be kept in the Costume room, 
convenient for the users of the collection. For this 
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Missisaippi. Journal of the Bouse of Iiepre»enUiUi«$ tf 
lh£ Slate of Miss. Coiled testian, at Maeon. Aygtut, 188^. 
Meridian, Miss. 1864. 

Mi»nasippi. Laws of the State of. Patted of iMe rvftdat 
M»non held at Jackson, Sotember and December, J86J, and 
January. 1862. Jackson, 1862. 

Miangitippi. Laws of the Slate of. Pasted id the re^tUar 
Ktision held in the city of Jackson, Octe^ter, Sorember ami 
December, 1865. Jackson, 1866. 

Mitnitnippi. Laws of the State of. Pasted at oaBed 
tetsion held in Macon, March and April, 18Gi. Meridun, 
Misa. 1864. 

Mitsitsippi. Laws of Ihe Slate of. Passed at called 
session held in Macon, Aug., 186^. Meridian, Aliss. 1864. 

Florida. The Ads and Resolutions adopted at the first 
session of the ISth General Assembly. Begun and held at 
the Capital, Tallahassee, Nov. 17, 1862. Tallahassee, 1863. 

Florida. Acts and Resolutions adopted by the General 
Assembly at Us liih session begun and held at the Capital in 
Tallahassee. December 18, 1865. Tallahassee, 1866. 

Virginia. Ads of the General Assembly of. Passed at 
the extra session assembled at Richmond, June 19, 1865. 
Richmond, 1865. 

North Carolina. Ordinances of tke Slate Convention 
published in p^irsuance of a resolution of the General Assembly 
raiiJUd February 11. 1863. Raleigh. 1863. 

Tennessee. Ads of the State of Tennessee passed at the 
first session of the 3ith General Assembly for the year 1865. 
Nashville, 1865. 

Louisiana. Acts passed by the 5th legislature of tke 
state al its session held and begun in Baton Rouge, January 
SI, 1861. (French and English) Baton Rouge, 1861. 

Louisiana. Ads passed by the 6th legislature of the state 
held and begu7i in Baton Rouge, November 25, 1861. (French 
and English) Baton Rouge, 1861. 

Louisiana. Ads passed by the General Assembly of tke 
Slate of, at the extra session held and begun in New Orleans, 
November S3. 1865. (French and Enghsh) New Orleaoa, 
1866. 

Louisiana. Ads passed by the 7th legislature of the 
State of Louisiana at Us first session held in the city of Free- 
port on the 18th day of January, 1864- Shreveport, La. 
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South Carolina. Journal of the ConvcTttion of the people 
of South Carolina held in 1860. 61, and '62 togdher with the 
Ordinances, Reports, Resohilions, etc. Columbia, S. C. 
1862. 

Rvlea for the House of Representatives of Ike Confederate 

» Stales. Richmond, 1882. 
F. F. Prentiss Fund 

Mr. Prentiss is showing the same deep interest in 
our work that he has from the first, and is providing 
us with funds that have enabled us thus far to purchase 
such needed Ohio material as has been offered to us. 

The fund is most welcome, as it makes it possible 
for the Society to purchase the items directly they 
are offered, so that we are less liable to lose books 
through delay caused by having to seek the funds first. 

There has been added through this fund during 
the year 139 books and pamphlets. Among these 
perhaps the most interesting are as follows : 

Papers relative to the Mission of Hon. Butler King of 
Europe. Milledgeville, Ga. 1862. 

^uel^ues consideraiions sur la defense de I'etat de la 
_ Lomsiane. Nouvelle-Orleans, 1861. 

Narrative of Richard Lee Mason in the Pioneer West. 
1819. 

One Garfield Scrap Book. 

Ashe's Travels in America, 1806. New York edition, 
1811. 

Birbeck's Notes on a Journey in America. Dublin, 
1 818. 

Conclin's New River Guide. Cincinnati, 1853. 

Report of the Attorney General on Contract with John C. 
Symmes. 1803. 

Journals of Ike Protestant Episcopal Church in Ohio, 
two sessions, 1818. 

A Collection of 30 pamphlets on General James A . Garfield. 

A Collection of early Ohio newspapers. 

Papers in relation to the (Official Conduct of Govemour 
Sargent in connection itriih the Mississippi territory. Boston, 
1801. 

Chaunceys Letter to a Friend. 1767. 
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Holdiich, Robert. The Emi^antx' Guide U> the U. S. 

HarmoD, Daniel W. Journal of Voyages and iTamU 
in the inlerior of North Anierica. 1820. 

NortoD. John N. The Life of Bishop Chase. 1857. 

Phillips, Cutler. Map of Ohio and Description. 

Beatty, Chas. The Jmimal of a two months tour; with a 
view of promoting religion among the frontier inhabitants of 
Pennsylvania. London. 1768. 

Wioter, N. O. History of Northwestern Ohio. 

Meek, Basil. History of Sandusky County. 

Also a number of other early Ohio imprints. 

H. A. Sherwin Fund 

The fund established by Mr. H. A. Sherwin while 
he lived, for the purchase of books on the Mormons, 
has been completely invested. We are hoping that 
some day this fund may be re-established so that this 
valuable collection may again be carried on to a 
larger extent. 

There has been purchased during the year 47 
items, the most important one being a copy of The 
Evening and Morning Star, June 1832,-September 
1834, published at Kirtland. These early Mormon 
papers are almost impossible to obtain and the 
Society is to be congratulated in having as good 
files as they have of these early periodicals. 

Among the items purchased, we mention the follow- 
ing: 

Stansburg, H. Die Mormonen-Ansiediungen. Stutt- 
gart, 1854. 

Greene, J. P. Fads relative to the expulsion of the 
Mormonn. Cincinnati, 1839. 

Mormon Fanaticism Exposed. A Compendium of the 
Book of Mormon, or Joseph Smith's Golden Bible. Boston, 
1842. 

Document of Corre-fpondence, Orders, etc. relating to 
Mormons. Fayette, Mo., 1841. 

The Report of the Public Discussion at Stockport betuxen 
John Bowes and Mr. Joseph Barker. London, 1855. 

Smith, Joseph. The Book of Mormon, 3d ed. Nauvoo. 
m. 1840. 
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Pratt. P. P. A Voice of Warning, 2d ed. rev. New 
York, 1839. 

Smith, Joseph. The Book of Mormon, Ist Welsh ed. 
1852. 

Smith, Joseph. The Book of Mormon, 1st French ed. 
Paris, 1852. 

Smith, Joseph. The Book of Mormon, 1st Italian ed. 
Londra, 1852. 

Lyon, John. The Uarp of Zion. Liverpool, 1853. 

Hickman, Bill. Brigham's Destroying Angel. Explan- 
atory Notes by J. H. Beadle, Esq. New York. 1872. 

Genealogical Research 

This division of our work is constantly growing. 
There have been more searchers, who have been work- 
ing on their family histories this past year than ever 
before. To keep up with the demands in this direction 
is always impossible, yet our collections have been 
increasing rapidly. 

This year we have added 466 genealogies to the 
library, 31 through individual gifts and exchanges, 
and the remainder were purchased by means of 

t The J. H. Wade Fund 

H Through this purchase, many of the rarer and 
■choicer genealogies have been obtained. A large 
percent of these were issued in small editions of fifty 
or one hundred copies, rarely any in larger editions 
than of 250 copies, and it is this that causes the scarcity 
and high prices of so many of the family histories. 
Still others have been privately printed and seldom 
get into the book shops where they may be purchased. 
With another one or two purchases of the magnitude 
of this one, so generously financed by Mr. Wade, our 
collection will rank well up with those of the older and 
more extensive collections in the East. It might 
stimulate both interest in, and gifts to this division 
of our work if we were to publish a brief check list of 
the various family histories now in our collection. 
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Mr. Wade's gift has certainly been appreciated, 
judging from the remarks of those who are already 
reaping the benefit of this magnificent addition. 

Following is a list of the genealogies added this 
year outside of the J. H. Wade gift. 

Mrs, Louis Richmond Cheney and Miss Eliza Trumbull 
Stickney. A Genealogical Chart of some of the Descendants 
of John Trumbull. 

Mr. Percy Adams, Eugland. A History of the Adams 
family of North Staffordshire. London, 1914. This is one 
of the most beautiful aud elaborate genealogies received 
during the year. 

Mr. F. A. Baker. Genealogical Record of Rev. Nidudai 
Baker (1610-1678) and his Descendants. 

Mrs. F. A. Ball. 1917-1918 Year Book of the Samud 
Ashley Chapter, D. A. R. 

Mr. Pierson Worral Banning. Roster of the Society of 
Cdonid, Wars in the Stale of California. 1916. Also a file 
of the Liberty Bell. 

Mr. P. H. Baskerville. The Baskerville Family, Rich- 
mond, Va. 1912. Additional BaikervUle Genealogy, Rich- 
mond. Va. 1917. The HamiUons of Burnside, North 
Caroline, Richmond, 1916. 

Rev. Newton W. Bates. The Boies BnUettn. 

Mr. E. M. Chadwick. The Chadwicks of Guelph and 
Toronto and their Cousins, Also Supplementary Notes and 
Addenda. 

Chicago Chapter, D.A.R. Year book for 1917-18. 

Clarence W. Eastman. An account of some of the 
Ancestry of Harry Thompson and Myra Hull. 

Mrs. Fenno-Gendrot. The Ancestry and Allied Families 
of Nathan Blake Srd and Susan { Torrey) Blake. 

Mr. Alden Freeman. Memorial of Captain Thomas 
Abbey. His Ancestors and Descendants of the Abbey Family. 

Mr. E. B. Greene. The Greene's of Rhode Island, vnth 
Historical Records of English Ancestry. 153i-190S. By 
J^uise Brownell Clarke. 1903. 

Captain HoUenbeck. History of the Gaboon Family and 
Chart. 

Mr. B, A. Leonard. The Newton Genealogy. 

Miss K. P. Loring, The Loring Genealogy by Charles 
Henry Pope, and Katharine Peabody Loring. Cambridge, 
Mass. 1917. 
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Mrs. Amos B. McNairy. Genealogical Records. Edited 
by Jeannie Robison and Henry C. Bartlett. 

Mr. Chas. E. Mather. The Mather Family of Cheltenham, 
Pennsylvania. By Horace Mather Lippincott, Phila- 
delphia, 1910. 

Mr. Edward A. Merritt. Revised MerriU ReconU. 
Comp by Douglas Merritt. New York, 1916. 

Mr. Frederick C. Nima, Notes Genealogtques sur la 
FamHU Raizenne. 

Mr. O. O. Page. A Short account of the Family of 
Ormsby of Pittsburgh. 189«. 

Mr. John Heniy Patterson. History of the Beck Family. 
By Charlotte R«eve Conover, 

Mr. John Pearson. Descendanto of Andrtw W^ber, 
1763-1845. 

Mr. Theodore Cuyler Rose. The Tousey Family in 
America. 

Mr. Harry L. Shiner. Descendants of Abraham Tour- 
teUote Andrews and his wife, Miriam Lurinda Guild. 

Dr. Moses D. A. Steen. The Steen Family, id editioo, 
1917. 

Mr. Virgil C. Taylor. Historical Sketches of the Romer, 
VanTassel and Allied Families and Tales of the Neutral 
Ground. 

Dr. J. J. Tyler. One Line of Descent from the Branford, 
Connecticut Line of Tyler. 

Mr. S. E. Wait. A Partial History of the WhiUier, Fox, 
CoUmm, Packard, Brainerd and Wait Families. 

Mrs. Cyrus Walker. The English Ancestry of Peter 
Talbot of Dorchester, Mass., compiled for Emily Talbot 
Walker, by J. Gardner Bartlett. 

Mr. J. S. Wrightnour. The Frampton Family, by J. S. 
Wrightnour. 

In addition to the books that came in through 
the special funds a large number of individual gifts 
have been made to the Society, among which we 
note the following: 

Miss Jessie Alien. Thirty-two miscellaneous volumes. 
Mrs. W. W. Armstrong. Sixty-nine miscellaneous 
volumes, 8 pamphlets. 

Dr. G. C. Ashmun. The National Portrait Gallery. 3 
volumes. 
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General Wilder. This collection consists of nearly 
thirty manuscript maps, used by General Wilder 
his campaigns. 

Mr. W. H, Cathcart. 18 maps — miscellaneous. 
Mr. Daniel M. Bates. Lloyd's Official Map of the State 
of Virginia, 1858 and 1859. Lloyd's Military Map & 
Gazetteer of the Southern States. General Grant's 
Campaign War Map. 

Mr. John T. Loomis. Map of the Federal Territory 
from the Western Boundary of Pennsylvania to tiie 
Scioto River. 

Mrs, Cora Bowler Malone. Map of the Western 
Reserve, including the Firelands, September, 1826. 

Mrs. E. B. Nicalaus. Atlas of the World, I701-172I. 

Newspapers 

No special effort has been made during the year 
to increase to any extent our newspaper collections, 
yet the Society has received a number of very impor- 
tant papers, largely through gifts. 

Special mention should be made of about 1000 
issues of Confederate newspapers that have been 
added to the William P. Palmer Collection, and also 
of the file of the Lorain Constitutionalist and Klyria 
Constitution, from Vol. I. No. 1, Oct. 3, 1866 to date, 
which was presented to the library by Miss Eva L. 
Reefy, whose father was the editor and owner of 
the paper from 1872. This makes our files of the Elyria 
papers unique, covering as they do practically all of 
the early papers that have been issued there. 

The attached list gives the additions to this division. 
Miss Jessie Allen. The Ashtabula SeMinel. 4 vols, 

Jan. 1854-1860. Tke Erening Post, New York, 1859, 60. 

r/w Buffalo Weekly Express, S vols, 1856-1858. The 

National Era, Washington. D. C, 1855-1857. The Cleveland 

Morning Leader, 1859, 60. Tke New York Weekly Tribune, 

1856. 

The Amherst News Company. Tke Arnktrat Weekly 

Nnea from the l>eginning in 1914. 

Mrs. Mabel Askue. The Connecticvt Valley Advertiser. 

containing History of East Haddam. 
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Mrs. Isabel Worrell Ball. 30 volumes of The National 
Tribune. 1885-1917. 

Tke CUvdand Plain Dealer. Monthly bound volumes 
for 1917. 

Tfu Cleveland Press. Quarterly bound volumes for 1917. 

Mr. F. F- Prentiss. Collection of early Newark, Ohio, 
newspapers, consisting of about 600 issues. 

Estate of M. E. Raymond, A large collection of Warren 
and Chardon Newspapers. 

Miss Eva L. Reefy, Elyria. A file of the Lorain Con- 
atilulionalist, and later known as the Elyria Constitution, 
from 1866 down to its close. 

Mr. Lyman Treadway. Framed copy of the Borion 
Gazette & Country Journal, Monday, March 12th, 1770. 

BaUou's Pictorial. Boston, 1856 and 1857. 

The Sentinel * Star in the West, Cincinnati, 1829 and '30. 

Photostat copies of Tke Boston News Letter, 1714-1725. 

Mr. Wm. P. Palmer. The Maryland News Sheet, 
Baltimore, Md., 1861-62. Also a large collection of Con- 
federate newspapers. 

Mr. F. M. Wood. The PainesviOe Telegraph, Oct. 18, 
1868. Cincinnati Weekly Gazette, Sept. 21, 1881. Le Jour- 
na/, 1916(2nos.). TAc rc/eyrapA, Nov. 27, 1844. The Press 
& Advertiser, Dec. 5, 1860, Christian Advocate and Journal, 
Aug. 12, 1836. 

PThe Lawrence Publishing Company. The Ohio Farmer 
for 1017, bound. 
War Literature 
As has been stated in the beginning of the report, 
extensive efforts have been made during the year to 
cover material concerning the present war. This has 
been so bulky and so large that it is almost impossible 
to enumerate anything like a satisfactory list of it. 
I will however, call attention to a few items to show 
the general character of material that is being obtained. 

American Lithograph Company, New York. 7 posters 
pertaining to the war. 

American National Red Cross, Washington, D. C. 
Collection of Posters. 

Latham Lithograph and Printing Co., Brooklyn, N, Y. 
Collection of Posters. 



} DiBECToa's Repobt 

Mrs. C. R, Koch. Ten volumes — The Reports of the 
Proceedings of the Society of the Army of the Tennessee at the 
Siih to the SSrd Meetings. 

Mr, Melvin F. Lewis. Forty volumes — misceUaneous. 

Mr. W. S. Long. "Jatnes Barbour." By W. S. Long. 

Mrs. Amos B. McNairy, Eight volumes — Magazine 
of Western History. Four pamphlets. 

Mrs. Cora Bowler Malone. Twenty-seven miscellan- 
eous volumes. 

Mr. H. C. Miller. 29tk Year Book, First Ohio Heavy 
Artillery, also sketch of. By Mr. Miller. 

Mr. Otto Miller. Ancient Town Records. Vol. 1, New 
Haven Town Records, 1649~166S. The Institution and 
Records of the New Hampshire Society of the Cincinnati. 

Col. John P. Nicholson. Fifty pamphlets and one 
hundred and forty pieces, misceUaneous, on the Civil 
War. 

Mr. Wm. P. Palmer. Vol. 4 of The HaMuyt Society 
PublictUions. Vols. 1 and 2, HurUmrt's Ohio Company. 
Vols. 2, 3, and 4, Sprague's Journal of Maine History, and 
continuation. Vols. 41-46, The Geographical Journal. 
Clara Endicott Sears' "Branson Ahott's Fruittands." 
Clara Endicott Sears' Gleanings from Old Shaker Journals. 
The Unwritten History of Braddock's Field. And a number 
of other pamphlets and books outside of the Civil War 
collection. 

Mr. Hosea Paul. Annotated copy of "A Military 
Record of Battery D, First Ohio Veteran Volunteers Light 
Artillery." 

Mr. John Pearson. History of Lonoke County, Arkansas. 
Clevelarui Industries 1880-1910. 

Mr. E. R. Perkins, Jr. Manorial of Edwin Ruthven 
Perkins. 

Mr. F, F. Frentiss. Sixty-two miscellaneous volumes. 

Mr. Louis Ravenel. Messages of the Presidents. Vols, 
Ml. 

Misa Eva L. Reefy. Fifteen volumes of Ohio Laws; 
seventeen miscellaneous pamphlets. 

Mrs. E. P. Roberts. One set of Orth's History of 
Cleveland. 3 vols. 

Mrs. J. P. Sawyer. Representative Citizens of Ohio. 
By G. F. Wright. 

Mrs. Johanna Schroeder. Four early text books. 
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The Life of BrigHam Young. 
History of Jericho, (-'crmonf. 



Col. D. M. Scott. A Brief Sketch of the Career i 
Captain Catesby. By R. .Tones. Roster No. 317. Cam 
Catesby, March, 1918. 

Mrs. Belden Seymour. 
By E. H. Anderson. 

»Mr. Geo. B, Sliepard. 
1763-1916. 
Mr. Howard E. Talbot. Two early text books. 

Mr. W. C. Talmage. Seven miscellaneous pamphlets. 

Mr. Daniel R. Taylor. Collection of early text books. 

Mr. R. C. Ballard Thruston. " The Origin and Evolu- 
tion of the United Slates Flag." By Mr. Thurston. 

Mr, J. H. Wade. Andrews, Bessie Ayers. Sketches of 
Greenwich in Old Coltansey. Selediona from tke Correspond' 
ence of the Executive of New Jersey from 1776-1786 

Hollifield, Rev. A. Nelson. Remembering the days of Old. 
Hewitt, Louise. Historic Trenton, 1800. Schenck, William 
Edward. An Historical accourd of the First Presbyterian 
Church. Princeton, N. J. 1850. Col. Scott's Letter to 
Judge Nemus, Mr. Lupp, and Mr. Wood of New Brunsunck, 
Oct. 184-1. Sprague, Wm. B. Discourie at the FinA Presby- 
terian Church, Oct. 9, 18Ij7. Findley, Rev. Wm. T. FoHy 
Years Retrospect. Historical Discourse at Central Presby- 
terian Church, Newark, N. J. Jan. 28, 1877. Mac- 
Donald, James M. Some Reninlicences of a Twenty Years' 
Ministry, Princeton, N. J. 1873. ElHs, Franklin. History 

>of Monmouth County, N. J. Pliila. 1885. 
Mr. Charles Williamson. Ten volumes, ten pamphlets. 
Mr. Sidney S. Wilson. Twenty-two miscellaneous 
volumes. 

Mr. George C. Wing. An original of the folio edition 
of the Reports and Arguments of Sir John Vaugkan, Chief 
Justice of the Common Pleas. London, 1677. By Thomas 
Roycroft. 

Mr. W. E. W. Yerby. Hiitory aj Greensboro, .ilbama. 
By Mr. Yerby. 

The Museum 

The Interest in the Museum continues to grow, 
although little effort has been made to increase the 
collections, nor have we endeavored to make better 
classification of the material, owing to the limited 
space that we have. The Schools are taking increased 
advantage of this material. This year there were 71 
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classes from the various colleges, high schools, grammar 
schools, and private schools of Cleveland and its 
subxirbs, that visited the museum, against 50 classes 
last year, and 27 the year before. 

The attendance in the museum is about the same 
as during the previous year, although it has not been 
iwssible to keep a correct account of the visitors. 
We have no turnstile and the count must be made by 
an attendant who oftentimes has to be away from her' 
desk, in different parts of the building, and can only 
count those whom she sees pass by her door. 

Pictures and Portraits 

No more interesting collection has been developed 
in connection with the Museum than that of the- 
pictures and portraits. We have made an effort to 
obtain as many of these as we could. 

A short time ago we made an appeal for the portraits 
of noted Clevelanders, and as a result of this appeair 
perhaps the most outstanding picture that has come 
to the Society is the oil painting of Mr. Daniel P. 
Eells, presented by his son, Howard P. Eells. This 
generous example of Mr. Eells, we hope will be followed, 
by others, and that from time to time, portraits of 
our leading men may find a place in our collections. 

The following list will show that a number ol 
interesting pictures have come to the Society. 

To the Wm. P. Palmer Collection — about one hundred 

photographs and Civil War pictures. 

Miss Stella T. Hatch. Large framed portrait of Mr, 

Daniel Pomeroy Rhodes. Large framed portrait of Mrs. 

Daniel Pomeroy Rhodes. 

Mrs. W. W. Armstrong. Twenty miscellaneous 

pictures. Framed picture of General Brealin. Framed 

Group of United States OflBcials. 

Mr. E. H. Baker. A collection of seventy-three photo- 
graphs — Red Cross Campaign, Y. M, C. A. Campaign, and 

others pertaining to the war. 

Mr. N. A. Chapman. A collection of miscellaneous 

pictures. 
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Mr. Howard P. Eells. Oil Paintiag of Mr. Daniel P. 
ells. 

Mr. F. F. Prentiss. Water eolor portrait of Tecumseh, 
tbe Shawnee chief tan, painted by Holland. Framed 
picture of Te Aho te Rangi Wharepu, Chief of the Ngati- 
Mahuta, tribe of Waikato, New Zealand. Showing the 
practice of tattooing. 

Mrs. C. J. Craft. Drawing of Plymouth Church on 
Prospect Street just west of Ninth Street. By C. H. 
Strong. 

Mr. Andrew Squire. Framed views of New York, 1776, 
1826, 1916. 

Mr. Belden Seymour. The Directors of The People's 
Savings & Loan Association, 1871 — The First Board — 
2S portraits. 

Mr. W. C. Talmage. Embroidered picture made by 
The Standard Sewing Machine Company of Cleveland 
for the World's Columbian Exposition in 1893. 

Mr. Wm. P. Palmer. OU PaintinR of Lewis Clark, the 
original George Harris of "Uncle Tom's Cabin. Painted 
from life by F. H. Dart, Oberlin, Ohio. Also Daguerrotype 
of Josiah Hanson, original of " Uncle Tom." 

■ Mrs. C. H. Williamson. One early view of Cleveland 
■bout 1850. 
Mrs. H. B. Barnes. Framed picture of M. A. Hanna. 

Mrs. C. K- Halle. Framed portraits of Jacob Lectein- 
stecker and wife. 

Mr. George M. Edmondson. Framed picture taken at 
Senator Hanna's residence at Luncheon, July 25, 1894, 
showing Senator and Mrs. Hanna, Mr. and Mrs. Alger, 
Governor Merriam, President and Mrs. Wm. McKinley 
and Mrs. McKinley 's nieces, and Miss Phelps. Also 
photograph album of early Clevelanders taken by E. 
Decker. 

Mr. B. Dettlebach. Framed hand drawn portraits of 
Mr. Henry R. Groff, John D. Rockefeller, President 
C. F. Thwing, Chas. W. Elliott, Ex-President of Harvard 
University. 

Other items added to the museum embrace the 
following gifts: 

Elroy M. Avery. Two Indian Portraits. 
Miss Holtkamp. Paper Knife made of the wood from 
I the "Maine." 
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Mr. George C. Wing. A water vase or jug of the 
Quichua Indians, Peru. 

Mr. N. C. Smith. Hand made telegraph instrumcDt 
used in the early sixties on the L. S. & M. S. R. R. 

Miss Jessie Allen. A hunter's leather shot pouch, 
100 years old. 

Mr. J. W. Walton. An old Geld chest used by Col. 
Whittlesey. 

Mr. Frank Gottschalt. One wool reel. 

Mrs. C. J. Craft. Swingling knife for dressing flax 
made by David Humiston in 1850. 

Mr. Wallace N. Steams. The Sword of Captain Wm. 
Wallace Munn. Communion Service from Park Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Madison, Ohio, purchased in 1663. 

Mr. N. A. Chapman. One tea set^our pieces ol 
early pewter ware and two pewter spoons. Also three 
early antique glass bottles, and two old candle lanterns. 

Mr, E. G. Noma. One spinning wheel. 

Mr. Prentiss Baldwin. CoUection of ten pieces of 
Astic pottery, etc, 

Mr. J. V. N. Yates. U. S. Frigate Congress Flag. 
18x9 feet, containing 26 stars. 

Mr. James W. Ellsworth. One Whiting and Win- 
chester eight day grandfather's clock, from Rutland. 
Vermont. 

Mr. F, F. Prentiss. Two boomerangs, bowie knife, one 
Chinese clock, and a number of other relics, 

Mr. G. W. Crossette. A collection of implements, etc., 
largely from the Philippine and Feej'ee Islands. 

Mrs. T. W. Hill. A collection of Mexican pottery and 
utensils, consisting of twenty-five pieces. One pair of LndiaD 
Moccasins. 

Mr. P. G. Ravelsou. Fifteen arrowheads. 

Medaluc Collections 

The Society's collections of medals, which 
year's report showed had been largely increased, hi 
more than doubled itself this year. The most com{del 
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and outstanding group that has been received is that 
of the collection of. 

■ Washington Medals. 

purchased from the J. D. Cox fund. 

Our attention was called last summer to a remark- 
able collection of medals formed by a gentleman in 
the east, who had for his hobby, devoted a long life 
to the gathering of different Washington medals. 
He had been not only enthusiastic, but most painstak- 
ing, replacing a poorer specimen, whenever possible, 
with a better one. FeeHng that he had gone as far 
as he could in this collection, it was offered to us, and 
on calling Mr. Cox's attention to it, the Society was 
most generously authorized to purchase the entire 
collection, consisting of some 900 varieties, from the 
above mentioned funds. 

Further purchases made from the same funds 
during the year have increased the collection until 
it now consists of (in round figures) 1000 varieties of 
Washington medals. 

Of all the outstanding heroes in American history 
noone has been more extensively honored by a patriotic 
and loving people than George Washington. As 
Mr. W. S. Baker in his exhaustive check-list of Medallic 
Portraits of Washington printed in 1885, in speaking 
of his classification of the medals says — "It needs but 
a glance at the titles of the different groups, to reveal 
how the name of Washington is associated in the 
minds of a people, with all their diversified interests, 
pursuits and enterprises. Setting aside those referring 
directly to his own history, civil and military, the 
memorials of his death, eulogistic inscriptions and 
quotations from his pen, which comprise nearly all 
that properly speaking may be termed Washington 
medals, the work will be found to include almost 
every subject, national, local, and personal, which 
has arisen during the century. If benevolence is to 




CATALOGING REPORT FOR THE YEAR 

May 1, 1917 to April 30, 1918. 

No. for the yr,No, to date 



New titles catalogued 

Volumes catalogued (L. C. titles) 

Volumes catalogued (not L. C. titles) . 



Total volumes catalogued , - S 

Pamphlets catalogued (L. C. titles) 279 

Pamphlets catalogued (not L. C. titles) . - 191 

Total pamphlets catalogued 

"Sheep-bound" set government documents 

checked . . 

Manuscript volumes catalogued 

Newspaper volumes catalogued 

Total volumes, pamphlets, etc., catalogued. 9 



17»S6 
13532 
4S59 

18091 



Cards prepared for catalogue (L. C. printed) 
Cards prepared for catalogue (typewritten) . 

Total cards prepared for catalogue 

Temporary slips prepared and filed in cata- 
logue - 

Depository cards delivered to Cleveland 
Pubhc Library 



about 
65700 
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Western Reserve Historical Society 

receipts and dibbohsembnts 

year ending aphil 30, 1918 

Receipts 

May 1. 1917— Cash on hand $ 4,698.15 

Subscriptions, May 1, 1917 to April 30, 1918 6.635.00 

Special Contributions 11,223.67 

Iiicoine from Endowment Fund 5,700.50 

Miscellaneous Receipts 18.40 

Hodge Fund 1,341.02 

Interest on Deposits to April 30, 1918 72.91 

$29,681.65 

DlSRURSEUEFTTB 

May 1, 1917 to April 30. 1918 26,199.69 

May 1st, 1918— Balance on hand 83.484.96 

DiSB URS EUENTS 

Subscriptions to Periodicals 61,46 

Printing and Stationary . . 1,504.83 

Salaries 9,492.94 

General Expense 1,378.93 

Light and Heat 658.18 

Traveling 329.25 

Building Account 4,065.45 

Additions to collections 8.208.74 

Hodge Fund 499.91 

826,199.69 
Subscriptions 

9 at ««50.00 each 2.250.00 

5 at 150.00 each 750.00 

6 at 100.00 each 500.00 

6 at 50.00 each 300.00 

5 at 25.00 each 125.00 

271 at 10.00 each 2.710.00 

$ 6.635.00 
Special contributors during the year were Messrs. 
C. W. Bingham Ralph King F. F. Prentiss 

J. D. Cox Wm. G. Mather Geo. B. Shepard 

Estate of O. J. Hodge D. Z. Norton J. H. Wade 

Wm. P. Palmer 

A. S. Chisholm, Treasurer 
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These Articles of IncorporatioD of 
The Western Reserve Histobical Societtt 

Wiinesseth, That we, tte undersigned, all of whom are atizeoi 
of the State of Ohio, desiring to form a corporation not for profit, 
under the general corporation laws of said State, do hereby 
certify: 

PntBT. The name of said corporation shall be The Western 
Reserve Historical Society. 

Second. Said corporation shall be located and its princnplc 
business transacted at the City of Cleveland, in Cuyahoga Conuty> 
Ohio. 

Third. The purpose for which said corporation is formed i 
not profit, but is to discover, collect and preserve whatever relates 
to the history, biography, genealogy, and antiquities of Ohio a 
the West; and of the people dwelling therein, includiug the physicx] 
history and condition of the State; to maintain a museum t 
library, and to extend knowledge upon the subjects mentioned, by" 
literary meetings, by publication and by other proper means. 

In Witness Whereof, We have hereunto set our hands, this 
seventh day of March. A. D., 1802. 
Henry C. Ranney 



D. W. Manchester 
Amos Town send, 
William Bingham, 



Charles C. Baldwin 
David C. Baldwin 
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[THE MOVEMENT FOR PEACE WITHOUT A 
VICTORY DURING THE CIVIL WAR 

Contending Fohces in the Civil War. 

It is a common practice for writers on the Civil 
War to reduce the opposing forces to two, the South 
and the North, or Confederates and Unionists, and 
likewise to simplify the issues by condensing them to 
one word, slavery. There is enough truth in this view 
to satisfy many persons. It has the merit that it may 
be easily remembered. That it breeds superficiality 
and inaccuracy of thought does not seem to trouble 
the authors. It fails wholly to explain the motives 
and ideals of the hundreds of thousands in the South 
who supported the Confederate cause and of an as- 
tonishingly large number in the North who opposed 
the Unionists in the prosecution of the War without, 
in either case, having any direct interest in preserving 
slavery. It also falls short as an adequate presenta- 
tion of the complex forces arrayed against the Govern- 
ment throughout the Civil War. 

It is necessary for the purpose of this paper to re- 
call that the Civil War was preceded by the secession 
of seven states, extending from South Carolina south- 
ward and westward along the coast, during the winter 
of 1860-1861. They were the states which were dom- 
inated by the cotton planters. ' 

Complex motives were present in their act of se- 
cession, but the decisive one was the determination 
that property in slaves should have access to the fed- 
eral territories, and have the same federal protection 
as that extended to other forms of personal property 
in the territories. The gauntlet had been thrown down 
by the Breckinridge Democrats in the campaign of 
1860, and accepted by the Republicans. The election 
[ of Lincoln on a platform which declared "that the 

' There were somewhere near i,6oo,oco white families in the Soulh. Less than 
400,000 of theae held slaves. Three fourths of the southern families held no siavea 
«nd bad no direct interest in its continuation. About 10,000 families owned the 

treat stave plantations and constituted the ruling class of the slave states. Tht 
otali in the BuiidtTig of the Nation, VoI.V, p. 1 17. 
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normal condition of all the territory is that of free- 
dom" and denied "the authority of Congress, of a 
territorial legislature, or of any individuals, to give 
legal existence to slavery in any territory of the United 
States" effectually blocked the cotton planters' pro- 
gram. Lincoln's firm refusal during the winter of 
1860-1861 to assent to a compromise in Congress upon 
the territorial issue strengthened the conclusion which 
the secessionists had reached that the Union as it was 
developing was no longer tolerable. ' 

Lincoln's inflexible attitude represented for the 
most part the views of the western element of the Re- 
publican party. Horace Greeley, an eastern Republi- 
can of great influence, editor of the New York Tribune, 
placed his popular journal on record for peace, virtually 
on the Confederate terms. "If the cotton States", he 
said, "shall decide that they can do better out of the 
Union than in it, we insist on letting them go in peace. 
The right to secede may be a revolutionary one, but 

it exists nevertheless Whenever a considerable 

section of our Union shall deliberately resolve to go 
out, we shall resist all coercive measures designed to 
keep it in. We hope never to live in a republic, where- 
of one section is pinned to the residue by bayonets." 
"If the cotton States generally unite with her {South 
Carolina) in seceding, we insist that they cannot be 
prevented, and that the attempt must not be made. 
Five millions of people, more than half of them the 
dominant race, of whom at least a half a million are 
able and willing to shoulder muskets, can never be 
subdued while fighting around and over their own 
hearth-stones". ' It is true that Greeley soon recanted 
his doctrine of peace-at-any-price, but not before in- 
calculable encouragement had been given to disunion. • 

• Lincoln took the position that the compromiies proposed in Cbngrcsi would 
not terminate the struggle between the North and the South over the tcrritorksj 
that the only compromise o( any value was a federal prohibition against acquiring 
any more territory. Nicolay and Hay, Compleit Iforki of Abraham Lineotn, Jta- 
uanr II, 1861, Vol. Vr. p. 93. 

' Tht Nea York Tribani, Nov. 9, 16. 19, 30, 1S60. 

* im. January 14 and February X, iS6(. 
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He continued throughout the war to seek peace other- 
wise than by the direct one of overcoming Southern 
resistance by mihtary force. A negotiated peace, one 
without victory, became his highway to reunion. 
Greeley by no means stood alone among the Republi- 
cans, His was not an isolated, individual view. The 
thought of the loss of the southern markets paralyzed 
the combative organs of many an eastern merchant. 
Those whose sense of nationalism was slightly devel- 
oped raised the white flag before secession. Henry 
Ward Beecher declared that he did not care if the 
southern states seceded, and that it would be an ad- 
vantage for them to go off. " What William Lloyd 
Garrison and other extreme Abolitionists were saying 
interested relatively few. They were outside the pale. 
But within the innermost circles of the Republican 
fold, the self-appointed leader^ the President-elect's 
choice for the premiership of the Cabinet, William H. 
Seward, was commonly classed with those who stood 
ready to renounce the Territorial clause of the Repub- 
lican platform and to compromise with the cotton 
planters in order to maintain peace. ■ 

^Tiat the historian has to record about the be- 
ginnings of the Civil War is that the rival policies of 
Radical Democrats and Radical Republicans precipi- 
tated the conflict. The decisive or aggressive forces 
before the fall of Fort Sumter were the cotton planters 
and the western farmers who had accepted Breckin- 
ridge and Lincoln respectively as their leaders. The 
real issue between them was to determine whether 
planters with black slave gangs or the sons of small 
farmers and artisans should have the homesteads of 
the prairie west. Both ,saw that the two labor systems 
were mutually exclusive. They had not been able to 
dwell in peace in Kansas. The tragic history of the 
poor whites of the South had established their in- 

» Address at Boston, Nov. 17, i860. Nim York Tribune, Nov. 19, 30, i860. 
Rhodei, History of the Uniud Slates, Vol. III. pp. 139, 141. 

• Rhodes, History 0} Ike UniUd SlaUs.Vol IIT, p. zBS, especiill}r aotea 1 xnd 3. 
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compatibility beyond a peradventure. And yet these 
forces which knew what they wanted and counted not 
too dear the cost constituted a clear minority of the 
nation. The great majority, with minds unmade, with 
hopes centered on compromises, ready for peace at 
almost any price, waited through the fateful passing 
months for a harmony of leadership which came too 
late. The Radical elements rallied around their lead- 
ers without hesitation as defenders of holy causes and' 
stamped their opponents as aggressors. It is one of 
the tragedies of human history that so far both \'iews 
could describe accurately a situation. The economic; 
system which each represented called for new lands. 
Wild land was the raw material of the old agriculture. 
If the cotton planters were the more impatient and the 
more bitter it was because their institution was the 
more wasteful of land and their individual capital afi 
stake, if land failed them, greater than that of the small 
farmers. Humanttarianism entered into both agri- 
cultural movements, but differed fundamentally ia 
kind. The planters regarded the slaves, members ( 
a larger family circle, as a race in its childhood which 
needed the disclipine and protection of the slave sys- 
tem; and there their thinking stopped. The Republi- 
can farmers and merchants and artisans were anti* 
slavery in every sense, but not stimulated by any 
strong radical agitation such as had organized th* 
Abolition movement of New England and other part* 
of the North. ' 

The fall of Fort Sumter and the call of Presidenf 
Lincoln for the state militia brought tumbling into the 
arena, as it were, two new forces. A middle group of 
slave states. North Carolina, Virginia, Tennessee, and 
Arkansas, seceded and joined the Confederacy. And 
why? Slavery in their limits was decadent. Thera 
was no dominantj aggressive cotton planter or othei 

r, Sturiitifj 
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similar class planning to provide for the future of a 
basic labor system. A free labor system had, in fact, 
come strongly into conflict with the old slave system. 
But the idea that the federal union was a creature or 
servant of sovereign states, that the states could not be 
coerced, was a political fetish. The growing national- 
ism genuinely alarmed the persons who made States' 
Rights the basis of their political philosophy. Their 
interpretation of American colonial history, their read- 
ing of all history, although crude and inaccurate like 
that of their generation, convinced them that the be- 
ginning of all tyranny was in centralization, the secur- 
ity of human liberty in America, and for that matter 
in the World, bound up in maintaining unimpaired 
States' Rights. There is no use of quarrelling with 
the philosophy of another generation because we have 
drifted far from it. It is enough to take account of the 
fact. The doctrine that a state might not be coerced 
was the tenet which guided the middle group of slave 
states into secession. They would protest that their 
act came not because they loved the old Union less 
than their neighbors, but because they feared a new 
and uncovenented union which threatened to take 
its place. States' Rights which was the main chord 
with the middle group of slave states was at the same 
time a minor one with the cotton group. Conversely, 
elements of the population of the middle group were 
directly interested in the perpetuation of slavery, 
or terrified at the idea of vast numbers of negro freed- 
men in their midst, and so joined their influence with 
the dominant one to resist what all feared in common, 
a new union and a new era. The central fact is that 
Lincoln's call for the state militia to enforce the fed- 
eral laws and maintain the federal institutions was an- 
swered by the withdrawal of four states and the waver- 
ing of a group of border slave states — Delaware, Mary- 
land, Kentucky and Missouri. One of them Kentucky, 
proclaimed its neutrality, and actually maintained the 
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twnib le J faim about as fittle as the alliances of the dem- 
ocracies of Emopc with Russia in 1914 troubled them. 
All throa^ the three slave secti(»is poor white farmers 
iriiose economKT life had been narrowed to the lowest 
standards by competition with the large slave gangs 
qirang to the aid of the cotton planters and the doc- 
trainaires of States' Rights. The alliance was complete 
and whole hearted bemuse it was based on long gen- 
erations of common thought and persistant teaching 
in an isolated en^~ironment. The poor whites, too^ 
feared the freeing of the negroes. They imagined, as 
others without number before them had ima^ned, 
state of anarchy and violence and hard times in the 
South if by any chance the discipline of slaverj" were 
relaxed. A rough sketch of this kind does not do jus- 
tice to the complex motives and fears of the Confeder- 
ates. It only pretends to outline some main forces. 
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There were others, such as run with the current of 
human history born of greed, and selfishness, and 
bitter memories, but they are of no great moment now. 
The significant fact is that the several elements of 
population which the Confederate statesmen cemented 
together thought of their Cause as one of defense. 

In 1861 President Lincoln rallied two organized 
political forces in support of his policy of forcible re- 
union. These were (1) the Republican Party as a 
whole and (2) a portion of the Democratic Party, 
the War Democrats. The Republican Party took the 
name Union Party in order to make agreeable the new 
alliance, though the camouflage only partially suc- 
ceeded in its purposes. The War Democrats gener- 
ally maintained their party organization and resisted 
the temptations of fusion. They supported the policy 
of forcible reunion; they had no sympathy with the 
Administration's ideas of policies toward slavery,- — 
either the pledges with regard to the territories, or 
slavery in the States. They were uncharitable critics 
of the measures which the Government deemed nec- 
essary to accomplish its purpose. But they yielded 
an invaluable support to the main purpose of the 
Administration, which was re-union. 

There were also the Abolitionists; the followers of 
Garrison and Wendell Phillips. To the Southerner, 
involved as he was socially and financially in a race 
tangle, they were hideous monsters. Did they not call 
his ownership of slave property a crime? And offer the 
remedy of confiscation? It is a fact that the Aboli- 
tionists took no account of history, and social systems, 
and racial progress, or elemental justice. To be sure, 
with most of them the end was to be achieved by the 
ballot. John Brown's race-war was a movement 
by itself. The South, however made the fundamental 
mistake of identifying John Brown's movement with 
Abolition, and both with that of the Republicans. Men 
who feared a social revolution should undoubtedly 
have a measure of consideration from History if 
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they could not draw clear distinctions. In reality, 
those who thought as did Lincoln were leaving the 
slavery of the States for the States to meet. They 
committed themselves, when once the War began, to 
the primary task of preserving democracy from the 
perversion with which secession threatened it. They 
had no intention of making the fate of slavery an 
issue of the Civil War. The Abolitionists, whether 
of the extreme variety who could not find satisfac- 
tion in one of the other parties, or more moderate, 
supported the President in the prosecution of the War.. 
They did so, however, with the hope that Lincoln's 
policy would overtake their's and lead to the destruc- 
tion of slavery. Lincoln's constructive policy with 
regard to slavery, announced in his message to Con- 
gress in December, 1861, combining a policy of state 
emancipation with national compensation to the owners 
and colonization of the freedmen, did not satisfy th& 
Abolitionists. 

A paper which enumerated the supporters of the 
United States at the North during the civil war antl 
ignored the large population in the middle group of 
slave states .especially of western Virginia and eastern 
Tennessee, that fought in the Union armies w^ould neg- 
lect an important factor of the Civil War. The 
mountain whites of the South were too much isolated 
to fear the freedmen, had been too long in conflict with 
the State authorities to be concious of any attachment 
to States' Rights. Living the simple democratic life ot 
the frontier they were instinctively out of sympathy 
with the slave oligarchies. It will suffice to think of 
this force as positively, and whole heartedly, Unionists- 
Its contribution to the War measured in percentages ai 
volunteers to the total population exceeded that frotnf 
the northern states. 

The Peace Democrats 
The menace of national disruption through thi 
efforts of the seceding states was only one form of at- 
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ack on democratic government during the Civil War. 
The Government of the United States had to combat 
other forces, more insidious because less open and 
above board, and therefore really more dangerous ones. 
There was a danger of foreign intermeddling during the 
early months of the War. The Governments of Eng- 
land and France pressed the United States to accept 
mediation in order to find a basis for a negotiated peace. 
But all knew well that a negotiated peace meant a per- 
noanent disruption of the Union. The foreign powers 
even considered armed intervention. The Pope ex- 
horted the Archbishops of New York and New Orleans 
to use their influences with their respective communi- 
ties for peace; encouraged by the response of Jefferson 
Davis, the correspondence led the Pope to make the 
charge that the Government at Washington was to 
blame for the continuation of the War. * 

Neither of the foreign powers exhibited any real 
appreciation of the great moral or social or political 
principles involved in the titanic American struggle. 
Their mistake may wel! be passed over. The particular 
Governments of Europe of that day had no sympathy 
with democracy as it was being worked out in America. 
And as for moral or social issues, it is open to question 
whether even the American people realized these at the 
time. Certain it is that to Lincoln in 1861 the issue 
was the simple one of restoration of the union. ' " 

The most dangerous opposition which a cause may 
have is one which conceals itself , perhaps unconsciously, 
behind a pacifist group, or any particular group, and 
makes use of one or the other for partisan ends. In 

* LelUr of Popi Piui IX to ArcKbiihop Ilvghej, October iS, 1861, published in 
the Richmond Daily ifhig, August 7, 1863. Other letters of the correspondence 
in Richardson, Miisagn and Paperj of ikr Confrderacy, Vol. II, pp. 571, 603. 

" Nicolay and Hay, ComfileU fforki of Abraham Lincaln, Vol. VIII, p. 16. 
LttttT to Grfily, August 22, 1861. "My paramount object in this struggle is to 
»«ve the Union, and is not either to save or destroy slavery. If I could save the 
Union witliout freeing any slave I would do it; and if I could save it by freeing 
all the lUvcs. I would do it; and if 1 could save it by freeing some and leaving 
others alone, I would also do that. What 1 do about slavery and the colored 
race, I do because I brieve it helps to save the Union". 



10 The Peace Democrats 

other words the party which takes advantage of 
national crisis in order to achieve a success it could not 
win from a democratic people at the polls is the great- 
est menace a free people has to face. Such a party de- 
liberately flouts democracy. It attempts to convert 
democracy into an autocracy. The history of the Civil 
War was complicated by the persistent activities of 
just such a party. 

A portion of the northern Democracy, especially 
large in the Old Northwest, openly opposed the pro- 
secution of the War by the Administration. ' ' Be- 
cause of the fact that the movement demanded that 
the Administration stop the War, and that the mem- 
bership was drawn from the old Democratic party the 
name the Peace Democratic Partj' has been given it., 
Breckinridge received 279,211 votes in the free states 
in 1860; this element was a natural nucleus of a north- 
ern party of opposition. The opponents sneeringly 
called its members "copperheads", or identified them 
with the Confederates by the common appelation <rf 
"butternuts". ' * 

Fernando Wood, Mayor of New York, and his 
brother, Benjamin Wood, publisher of the New York 
News and a member of Congress, made themselves 
spokesmen of a faction of Peace Democrats in the East. 
Fernando Wood proposed at the beginning of the Civil 
War that New York City proclaim itself a free city , a sort 
of a Liibeck or Hamburg in the federal union, and re- 
tain its trade both with the United States and the Con- 

" The South, too, had iu Peace Parties. At one time in North Carolioa anil 
Georgia the tcdvitici of such an opposition gave the Coofederate authorities 
considerable embaraisment. The movement seems to have been the work of 
a dormant Union element stirred to life by local leaderahip. See the Richmond 
Daily Whig, February 19, 1864, for a brief account. 

" A satirical poem published in Philadelphia, 1S6]. ivorked out io tecmingty 
endlesl verses the theme of contempt of the Unionists for the Copperheads. 

"Ye 'sneak' is a sly bird. Ye rattlc-sneak, indeed,/hach some chivalry, 
if it il in his tail; but ye Sncak/yciepid 'Copperhead' hath none." etc. 

There was an appropriateness in the term "butlernut" for both the conFed«r> 
ates and the Peace Democrats. Both drew their streogth in numbers from 

Eorer whites of the rural South and West who by force of circumstance* ■ 
mespuD clothes dyed from the butternut. 
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federacy. "Thus", according to the Mayor's vision, 
"We could live free from taxes, and have cheap goods 
nearly duty free." ' ' But the chief elements of the 
Peace Democrats were located in the Ohio valley, de- 
creasing in density of numbers as the distance north- 
w^ard from the Ohio river increased. The evidence con- 
nects the class with the immigration stream which had 
moved like an overflowing flood from the South to the 
north side of the Ohio River. The area in Ohio com- 
prehended by a line drawn through Dayton, Hamilton, 
Chillicothe and Cincinnati, the river counties of Indiana 
and Illinois, and their neighbors, were the strongholds 
of the party. ' * 

The rank and file of the Copperheads were the 
smaller farmers and poor artisans of the region, 
if measured by accumulated wealth. They like the poor 
whites of the South saw another vision from that which 
the followers of Lincoln saw. The latter saw the ex- 
pansion of their agricultural system across the fertile 
prairies of the plains balked by expanding slave areas. 
The former saw a black horde of freedmen, a veritable 
black peril, sweeping from the southland across the 
Ohio into the free farming regions of the Ohio Valley. • * 
All those social forces which count with a people — en- 
vironment, tradition, decades of teaching from plat- 
form, press, and pulpit — were bearing their natural 
fruit in the Ohio Valley. It is the tragedy of this Con- 
flict in the Northwest that the votaries of both sides 
thought of their causes as defensive ones, and from 
the point of view of each it was so. 

" McPhereon, History of the RittUion, p. 41. 

" Thr Crntiti of_iS6o showed that about sii pet cent of the white population 
of Ohio were immlgranu or the desceodeDlB of immigranta from slave tlaCM, 
chiefly from Virginia and Kentucky; about twelve per cent of Indiana, chieflj" 
from Kentucky, Vir^nia, North Carolina, and Tenneatee; about ten per cent of 
Illinois, chiefly from Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia and North Carolina; about 
je per cent of Missouri, chiefly from Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia and North 
Carolina. 
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There was a close analogy between the line of 
soning of the Copperheads and theirpoorwhite kinsfolk 
of the South. Without doubt. If the Copperheads had 
had the balance of power in the Northwest as they had 
in Kentucky they would have made the whole section 
neutral, or, if they had been in the majority as 
North Carolina they would have swung the Northwesfc 
into an alliance with the Confederacy. It was inevi- 
table that they should number among themselves soms 
that were the conscious agents of the South and soi 
whom the loss of peace-time markets during the early 
stages of the War and the consequent hard times drove 
into the opposition party. The newspapers of th€ 
river towns stressed the losses from the cessation of the 
old trade. The Cincinnati Gazette estimated at th< 
close of 1861 that the loss of the southern market foi 
bacon alone meant a loss of $6,000,000 to the farmen 
of the Northwest. ' ' To those who were more concern- 
ed about the recovery of the old river commerce and 
plantation markets than about rival labor systems < 
social structures, peace-at-any-price had a commercii 
background. Once the South seceded and set up 
barrier to river commerce, the event worked two ways, 
To the Peace Democrats of the Ohio Valley it stimil< 
lated a movement for peace in order to have back ola 
markets on the basis of restoration ; to the Unionists i1 
stimulated a war of conquest. The varying points of 
view arose from the respective doctrines of Statea' 
Rights and Nationalism. 

The Peace Democrats of the Northwest had i 
active, cunning leadership. The names of only a fei 
have survived the oblivion which history allows to thoi 
who grieviously err. The high priest of the faction y 
Clement L. Vallandigham. He was of Huguenot an 
Scotch descent; the scion of families early transplants 
to Virginia, and thence to Ohio ; Presbyterian and Den 
ocrat by forces as immutable in such minds as any laitf 

" Sec, for example, the KnoxvilU Daily Rigisler, Juae IJ, 1861. 
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of nature. He inherited a fixed philosophy of life. 
His was one of those minds that instinctively fear in- 
novation, whose eyes were on the past, whose faith 
clung to estabhshed institutions and time worn customs. 
The dogmatic assurance and inflexible purpose of his 
kind were entrenched in a cold and selfish personality. 
As a man he stood apart from others, set off by an ar- 
rogance and egoism, which would neither take council 
of man or God. ' ' And yet somehow he possessed a 

" The following letter from the brother of Vallandigham's mother, besidei 
giving an interesting glimpse of Maiyland life in the jo's, reveals much of the 
heritage of Vallandigham. The original is in the Vallandigham Collection of 
nunuicriptl, leltcn, etc. in ihc Library of the Western Reserve Historical Society. 
Parwnage, Trinity Pariah Charles Co, Maryland 
Saturday night Nov. 17, 1811. 
Rev: C. Vallandigham. 

Dear brother. The jjeriod of life & the grade in the Ministry of reconcilia- 
tion to which 1 have attained, intimate, nay urge, the propriety of Eurrendenng 
my juvenile enmities. The reflection that [ had alienated those toward whom 
nature duty and interest bound me to cherish pacific feelings, ha; incurred many 
a pang of regret. 1 am, therefore, constrained to make this overture to you. You 
»re excusable for not having superceded its uccessity; — as you have not knowt) 
the particular place of my present residence. You will, doubtless, respond in a 
tpirii similar to that in which I write'****Il will very probably, interest you to 
become acquainted with my present condition and future prospects. I was elected 
Rector of this Parish, upon the 3' of June 1830 — but was prevented by the ex- 
treme sickness of my eldest, (then only) child from taking charge of it until the 
21- of the ensuing August. This parish is twenty miles in length & its medium 
width is nine miles & contains over two hundred families. In it arc two brick 
Churches, erected some seventy or eighty years since, which have been rebuilt. 
They are situated twelve miles from each other. The Glebe, upon which I live, 
contains 300 acres, two-thirds of which are enclosed, and upon it are erected a 
Panonage, Negro house, Com Sc Meat house, Tobacco barn et ceaterea. The 
P«isonage, a brick house of eighty years erection, is a substantial, neat bouse. 
It is five miles distant from my Parish Church & levcn from my Chapel. The 
Vestry employed me the first year for 8435 and the use of the Glebe, worth ^200. 
The second year they gave me sooi & use &c. The present year they will give 
mc f6oo & use &c. My perquisites are worth 2od£ per annum- — 10 that my present 
salary is looctf. Since resident here 1 have baptised 250 infants, married twenty- 
seven couples (for which 1 have rec* S130 — some of them were slaves, & preached 
thirty-six funerals, (for which I have rec' 27Cj$) During last Convention year 
namely from May 31'. to May '32, 1 buried 81 persons. Sickness & Mortality 
always great was unusually so last year. I rode down t»-o horses during our Au- 
tumnal sickness ic In Jan' & February the Pleaurasy prevaled to an alarming 
extent. My own general health has improved since I removed hither. My breast 
affection has partially, if not totally subsided. la last May & June I passed thr'o 
a severe acclimating— having sixteen Agues and fevers in succession: Since when 
I have enjoyed excellent health. My good lady has not been one day unwcl 
since we removed hither. Blessed be God, health has been extraordinary thr'o 
my parish this year. W have escaped the autumnal fevers. This phenomanon 
ia attributable.sofaras human means are concerned, to the uncommon prudence 
io dieting & doathing, which people here practised as a preventive of the Cholera. 
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EHO. TW Peace Democrats propagated 
t t hweli a boat of local newspapers and 
tioas. Hk Cincmiiati Enquirer, Tbe 
i, Ike bfianapofis Sentinel, and the Day- 
taa Empve; ta mention only a iew of the more conspic- 
mamt jn a mah. eontmooastf voiced the seutiments of 
the Swtion of tfe Democratic Party, niierever the 
ftacr DeiBOCtats von eontrol of the organization of 
tbe DiiniHiilii o^ganiiatioo count}* and district and 
state ooBTentiotts were made to pass resolutions which 
gaTT cs|«esaon to the morement. There was no dif- 
finAtf in dm^mf metfia of conununication between the 
leaden and the pec^de. In Februao'. IS6I, the Cin- 
*^fff*^ Enqahcr took its stand. "If Lincoln's Admin- 

istntaoa wants money, it must compromise 

Coocion is dtsonion. now and forever". The Fairfield 
(Ohio^coontj' convention rang forth "millions for de- 
fense, but not one cent for the coercion of sovereign 
states". • ' When Lincoln called for 75,000 volunteers 
the Ashland Union replied. "Fight your own battles 
We have only to say to you. gentlemen, this is not our 
6ght; you have followed j'our own councils; you must 
do your own fighting. . . . The .-Vdministration leaders 
have succeeded in their unhallowed work of destroying 
the Gox-emment and Union. They have robbed us of 
our National Union — and shall we (the Democracy) 



** A punpUet, Ctmf/kiy af Drwifrttj trili Tmron, publUhed by ihe Ohio 
Sute Joanul, 1865, b aa nttratiM toaaplUiioa of newipipEr doclantioot aad 
local GDnTCBlioii iraohttioa* in rmknemeDi of the plaibnn of the Pott 
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give our blood to their service to consecrate the crime? 
. . . The Democratic newspapers of the country today, 
refusing longer, in any manner, to pander to the inter- 
ests of the abolition traitors of the North, will rise in 
their might and beat back the tide of desolation that 
threatens the land." 

The Coshocton Democrat said; "The North is in 
direct Rebellion against the Constitution and Laws of 
the United States! .... We do not believe Southern 
Generals ever had any idea of attacking Washington — 
they desire only to protect their own rights, liberty, 
and property. If they cannot do it without dispersing 
the scoundrelly usurpers in that City, they may attempt 
to take it." The Crisis harped on the gross" criminality 
of New England measures and New England men in 
fomenting the sectionalism which has begotten this 
most unhallowed and barbarous war and destroyed the 
nation." » ' The Old Guard, a monthly magazine, was 
published in New York to promote the views of the 
Peace Democrats — devoted, it announced to the prin- 
ciples of 1776 and 1787. "Had Lincoln", it asserts in 
one of its early numbers, "confined his acts within con- 
stitutional limits, and attempted no deed not author- 
ized by that sacred instrument, not only should we have 
been spared all their bloodshed and debt, but the Union 
would have been saved". ' ' The same magazine de- 
scribed the War as one of "Abolition and plunder", 
conducted by the "besotted tyrants in Washington". ' ' 
Samuel Medary made the Crisis describe the "whole 
atmosphere of Washington City" as "bedimmed with 
error, mischief, and ideas of a future monarchy". ' * 
The Cincinnati Enquirer again and again referred to 
King Lincoln and the Revolution he had selfishly led. 
The Democratic Convention of Huntington County, 

»• Tkt Cririi, Columbus, August s. 1863. 

" Tki Old Guard, Vol. i, No. 2. p. 45. 

" IHd. Vol. I p. 23. Vol.II. p. I. 

■■ Thi Critv, April 9, i86a. 
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There's blood upon your garments. 

There's guilt upon your soul; 
For the lust of ruthless soldiers 

You let loose without control; 
Your dark and wicked doings 

A God of mercy sees; 
And the wail of homeless children 

Is heard on every breeze." * ' 

The remedy for secession and Civil War was most 
simple in form. "Withdraw your armies, call back 
your soldiers, and you will have peace", Vallandigham 
roared from the platforms of the North. The resolu- 
tions of a convention in Shelby County, Indiana, are 
typical of the constructive program of peace Demo- 
crats. "That we earnestly recommend a cessation of 
hostilities for such a period as may be necessary to 
allow the people of the North and the South to express 
through a National Convention, their desire for peace, 
and a maintenance of the Union as it was and the Con- 
stitution as it is". It was a line of thought that caught 
quite a net full, what with pacifists, partisans and 
paltroons. A cursory reading of southern newspaper* 
would have taught them all the self-deception in the 
remedy. The South scouted Vallandigham's North- 
western mediation so far as it had reunion as its goal. 
They naturally encouraged whatever of opposition to 
the Administration of Lincoln they found in the move- 
ment. ' ' 

The Peace Democrats found nothing to praise in 
the conduct of the War by the United States. To turn 
the tables and class the Peace Democrats as pro-south- 
em would be inaccurate. Just as the Confederates and 

*' jf Choice CollecUoti of Democratic Poems and Songi, New York, 1863, pp.j, iji 
• ' See, for eiample, The Auguita (Georgia) Daiiy ConititHlionalirt, J«n 27, iH 
March II, 1863, May 27, 1863, The KnoxciUe Daily SegiiUr, July 7. i86j; 7 
SUvidon Spectator, July 7, 1863. The only part of ihc Sooih where ihe newi; 
pen show any interest in reuni-on along the line Vallandigham nas leading ii 
thoie portioDB in close economic bonds with the Northwest, cniinly the Mulhc 
half of the Ohio Valley. 
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Peace Democrats constantly made the error of identi- 
fying Lincoln and the Republican Party with Aboli- 
tion during the early years of the war, the Republicans 
and the Abolitionists classed all Democrats with the 
Peace Democrats, and the latter as one with Confed- 
erates, The Peace Democrats sought the defeat of 
both Unionists and Confederates. A War without 
victory was vital to them. It was the only manner in 
which the old Union could be restored. The victory 
of the South, they clearly saw, meant permanent sep- 
aration. Such an alternative left the Peace Democrats 
in a new United States a hopeless minority A victory 
of the North they more clearly saw than did others at 
the time, meant a new Union-centralized, nationalized, 
with slavery abolished. If the War could be made a 
stalemate there was a way to make the Councils of the 
Peace Democracy count in a descisive manner. A 
patched up peace meant to thena a restored Union. 
The cold clear logic of Vallandigham is unimpeachable. 
The Peace Democrats were approximately neutral 
on slavery. Vallandigham 's wife was the daughter of 
a Maryland planter. He had seen slavery at its best. 
He imagined the worst which the human imagination 
could coniure for society with the negroes as freedmen. 
His friends claim that he believed that slavery would 
gradually pass with time as the voluntary work of the 
slave states without any shock to our political system, 
and that this was the only logical or proper way for it to 
happen. ' * There is again in this position a wisdom of 
council which if timely offered would have done its 
author credit. But once that Civil War had begun 
it made it seem that the gospel of peace, which its 
author was preaching, was the cloak of indifference to 
to the issues with which cotton planters and anti- 
slavery people were struggling. Certain it is that 
neither Vallandigham nor any of the others in his party 
saw any possibility for good to come from the life and 



* Janiei L. Vallandigham, Lift of Climent L. FaltanJigkaT 
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death struggle between the oligarchic political 
social system of the South and the democratic structur 
of the Northwest in which the whole nation had b() 
come involved. 

The Secret Political Societies 

The Peace Democrats were not content to depea 
on the loose and divided organization of the old Demo 
cratic party for the promotion of their purpose, 
perpetual struggle with the War Democrats in part; 
councils easily turned the Peace Democrats into secrt 
organizations which they fully controlled. Ther 
were precedents for the organization of secret oath 
bound orders with signs, grips, passwords, and ritual 
in order to accomplish a political purpose. The Knov 
Nothing or Native American Party had flourished I 
a time like a green bay tree on the model of the popula 
secret orders of the day. Southern Rights Clubs hai 
sprung up from 1853 to 1855 in the South as a reply U 
the Personal Liberty Acts and the Underground RaU 
way of the North. The Southern Rights Clubs di* 
not rest their case with defensive measures, but the; 
or branches of them like the order of the Lone Stai 
undertook the Americanization of the neighboring land 
around the gulf of Mexico-Cuba, Mexico, and Nicara 
ugua by means of fihbustering expeditions. Abott 
1855 some of these secret societies of the South tod 
the name of the Knights of the Golden Circle. Thf 
Peace Democrats borrowed the organization, ritual 
name and all of the Knights of the Golden Circle fo 
a movement that would have reason enough to resotf 
to the protection of secrecy. Societies were formed i 
the North in 1861; it was not until 1862 that th 
spread of the secret societies over the Northwea 
reached the point where it alarmed the Unionists aa 
stimulated in turn a counter organize'' • of Uni 
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or Loyal Leagues. * ' The organizing instincts of the 
American were never better illustrated in the rival 
activities of the two movements. The Loyal Leagues 
were open, public, advertised; The Knights of 
the Golden Circle or whatever the name, for there 
were many, were shrouded in the deepest mystery. ' • 
Even the fact of the existence of such associations 
were denied by the Peace Democrats throughout the 
early period of the War. ' ' As government detectives 
gained entrance into the societies and the evidence 
which they gathered threatened to become the basis 
of prosecution of the more radical leaders for treason 
efforts were made to eliminate the federal agents and 
other uudesireable elements by reorganization under 
new names, new rituals, and new passwords. In 1863 
the prevailing name in the Northwest was the "Order 
of American Knights", in 1864. the "Sons of Liberty". 
There was much looseness in the use of names by con- 
temporaries. Those who were not initiates in the secret 
orders commonly spoke of them as "butternuts" or 
"Copperheads", and jumbled Peace Democrats and 
Confederates and secret societies together in one happy 
family. ' ' 

'* The mme taken by the orgsniMtioni varied conaidcribi)', the prevailing 
one in the Northwest through the first two years was the Knights of the Golden 
Circle. On May 7, 1861, twenty-five citizens of Bomhay, N. V., organiied to 
oppose the War, and took the name Sons of Liberty. See O^ial Rtcords, Seriei 
li, Vol. 1. PP.9SI-9SJ- Other instance* of early organization will be found in the 
Official Rtcordi. Scries II. Vol, t, pp. 19J-4, i^J, 'i47.-9. ii5J-4- See the eicellcnt 
Hudy of Dr. Mayo Fesler, Sccrrt Polilical Soc'utiri in the North during ikr Ifar", 
in Indiana Magazini 0} History, Sept. 1918, p.iSjff. 

" Among the names taken by the secret societies were — "The Mutual Pro- 
tection Society", "The Drcic of Honor", "The Circtc". "The Knights of the 
Mighty Host", "The Corps de Belgiquc" in Missouri, and the "Peace Organi- 
Miion" in Illinois. 

" Thi Crini, Columbus, August 13, 1865 
declared that dingeroua secret union leagues w 
ocnttic organiutions were open, political bouica. 

" There ii a mass of material, chiefly the reports of the Government detectives, 
in the O^ia! Rtcords of ihe RibtUion. Ben Pittman, Recorder to the Miliury 
CommiMion edited under the title "Tkt Trials for Treason at Ind-ienapolif' 
tbe Pnaceedingi of the Commission in the trial of the members arrested in 1865, 
'""f tetdmony of the witnesses at the trial, and many documents connected widi 

■■*■- J oi the associations. M»ny articles were written io the newspaperi 
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Whatever the name, the societies enhsted as many 
Peace Democrats as they could induce to pay the' 
small admission fee of $1.00. They were never able 
to enlist all their numbers in such organizations. The 
secret orders were in fact a dual organization — politi- 
cal and military. The one was within the other. The 
pohtical organization had for its object the political 
success of the Peace Democracy. In so far the socie- 
ties were merely Democratic clubs, playing with the 
rituals and passwords of secret societies. But within 
the associations was usually a military organization 
composed of the more radical and violent elements 
that looked forward to the use of force. By 1863 the 
societies had been welded into a fairly homogeneous 
body. There was a Supreme Council of the Order, 
composed of the Grand Commanders of the States and. 
two delegates from each of the States in which the or- 
der existed. The Supreme Council chose the execu- 
tive officers— the Supreme Commander, a Deputy 
Supreme Commander, Secretary of State and Treas- 
urer — at an annual meeting on February 22nd. Val- 
landigham became Supreme Commander in February, 
1864. Robert Holloway of Illinois was the Deputy Com- 
mander, and Doctor Massey of Columbus, a son-in-law 
of Samuel Medary of Crisis fame, was Secretary of 
State. The Supreme Commander was the military 
as well as the political chief. Each state where the 
order could gain a footing was organized in turn into 
a Grand Council of two representatives from each 
County Temple and one additional representative for 
each thousand members in the county. The Grand 

pretending to expose die orders, and pamphlet! and books with the lame piupote. 
All the evidence whether that of alarmisti, witnesses or Government detectives 
must be sifted most carefully. The beat contemporary account of the secret boo- 
ietics in the Northwest is the report of the Judge Advocate Genctal, Joseph Holt, 
to the Secretary of the War on the Secret Associations and Conspiracies agaiott 
the Government, 1864. The report of the Adjutant General of Indiana for the 
Civil War, Vol. I, contains much material. Mayo Fcsslcr, "Stcrrt PolttUal Sot- 
iitui in tke Notlh during tke ffW", Indian* Magmini of Hijtory, Sept- 1918, and 
W. D. Fouike, Life of Oliver P. Morton, Vol. I, cha. n and 18, are critical 
of the movement. 
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^Council chose the state executive oflicrrs. Thi'W wort* 
for the state a Grand Commander, a Orpiily <!riuul 
Commander, a Grand Secretary, and a (Jraiid 'rmw- 
urer; for each mihtary district a Major iiriioriil, 
County or Parent Temples and townnliip KkIui'k I'nr 
ried the organization down to llu- rank and (llr. An 
assembly of delegates from the townHhip hHlKeit fonru'd 
a parent Temple. The township lodges wern III" ulti- 
mate glory of the Order, The oatliK, invcieatlon* litid 
charges, signs, signals,and passwordn. fwjletnnly rfdMd 
by the galaxy of mysterious officern iiiunt Imvf lH<ld 
the faithful masses entranced. The ncfTwy whir-li ilin 
ritual enjoined satUlied an univerHul liiiinun foiMfi; 
the "shameful death"and conMiKnmcnt to jofliiny 
"while this sublime order nliall survive IliK wfwk« tit 
time, and even until the la^t faitliful brother ■tmll (mv« 
passed from earth to hiff i»ervi4'M; in tb« T^wipPr (Hit 
made with hands," pronounced in mAtmiu a/'/rwitji, ffir 
those who vioIaUd the tows <A the order, utttUftiiAMd^ 
ser\-ed a purpose in overawn^ the rmtk» vhrnm 
curiosity, or adTcnttire. or doeUiat* M t/weommti, 
or cont fuip hif fd ticHMi liiiiiMhl lofrtbcr^ ftm 
rituals ii h uwi rf ii l « phtiiBitu mhi ^ty ami n " 

effective mi'"'' " 

for the mAOm'wm kU m Ike WMrf» «r m 1 

H^itedl 

to the iiliMMlj rfttea 

I «f lhr«Hhr «Mw iMBfirjMiinj t 

It falCMS «■# A» MM* 4# ifo 
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The adjutant general of Indiana reported in Januaiy 
1863, that the number of arrests for desertion in the 
Indianapolis district alone in the month of December 
had exceeded 2500; that officers sent to arrest men 
accused of desertion were set on by the local popula- 
tion. After the inauguration of the draft system in the 
spring of 1863, the Peace Democrats and secret orders 
centered their activities on its defeat. Local resorts 
to force became quite common in 1863, A small up- 
rising in Holmes County, Ohio, was quickly put down. 
The officers who dispersed the would be insurgents 
saw about fifty, "an ignorant and misguided class who 
hardly knew what they wanted or why they felt them- 
selves aggrieved," * * The draft records in Blackford 
County, Indiana, were destroyed by a mob. Several 
draftofficersinlndianaandlUinois wereset onby mobs; 
in a few cases the officers were murdered. It became 
necessary in the Copperhead strongholds to accompany 
United States officials with armed guards. The au- 
thorities that attempted to arrest deserters were at- 
tacked by mobs. Disloyal judges supplemented the 
work of the mobs by discharging the deserters and those 
who encouraged desertion when brought before them.- 

It is difficult to take the measure of the acts 
violence at this stage. Jefferson Davis thought t 
Ohio Valley in 1863 the weak place in the enemy' 
territory. It was his mature judgment that the deal 
of General A. S, Johnston in 1862 was a fatal event for' 
the Confederacy, That with a skillful commander like 
him "Tennessee, Kentucky and Missouri would have 
been recovered, the Northwest disaffected, and 
armies filled with the men of the Southwest, and 
haps of the Northwest also." * ' The Copperhi 
boasted that the Northwest was in a state of insurri 
tion. Such a statement was a gross exaggeration, 
applied to the whole, not so for certain narrow district 



)se 



' O^W Records, (SerifM I), Vol, 33, Part I p. 396, 

* JeSer*on Davt», Rise and Fell 0} thi Con/tderate CotvrnmrNi, Vol. II, p, 6t>J 
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But to discourage and intimidate the Unionists was a 
part of the propaganda of the Peace Democrats. The 
evidence of growing disorder in the Northwest alarmed 
the Unionists. The State authorities attempted to 
meet the situation hy tlie organization of new militia 
units for local defense. * ' 

The failure of the federal campaign in Virginia in 
1862, and the success of the Peace Democrats at the 
polls in the Northwest in the Fall of 1862, the dis- 
couragement of the Unionists and the elation of the 
Copperheads, produced a dangerous situation. The 
Governors of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois had their 
hands full, to say the least. The opposition to the War 
in Indiana blocked every measure in the legislature in 
1863 for the support of the War, and even prevented 
the passage of the usual appropriations for the support 
of the State government. In Illinois at the same time 
the lower house of the legislature voiced by resolu- 
tions the demand of the Peace Democrats for an armis- 
tice and a peace convention. * * It is easy after tlie 
event to see that the Copperheads had shot their bolt 
as a political power in the winter of 1862-3; that those 
who were fighting in the thick of the battle felt doubts 
and fears of the outcome was inevitable. The corres- 
pondence of the Administration from the Northwest 
described with one accord a dangerous situation. * » 
That President Lincoln shared the alarm is supported 
by direct testimony and by the growing seventy of the 
repressive measures. "The President tells me". Sen- 
ator Sumner wrote to his friend Francis Lieber, "that 
he now fears the fire in the rear — meaning the Demo- 
cracy, especially at the Northwest — more than our 



*' Ohio bad a force of 40,000 in militia organiMtions in 1864, and Indiana 
nearly if not quite « large a body, See Annual fttpott of thr AdJMlant Gineral 0/ 
Ohio, 1864. p. 39. and Operation! 0/ ikt Indiana i.-gion and MinuU Men, 1863-4. 
Indianapolis, 186; 

'• Rhodei. Hinory 0} the UttiuJ Staus, Vol. IV, p. :!;. 

" O^U: Rit'jfis, (Scrie. 11), Vol. in« 

kgent* of ibe Adnuouiration. 
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military chances." The Senator adds the comment- 
"These are dark hours. There are senators full of de- 
spair, — ^not I". *• This much is certain. By the open- 
ing of 1863 the Peace Democrats had captured the en- 
tire Democratic organization of the Northwest, and 
were using it to advance their movement. They had 
a large part of the membership under instruction in 
secret societies. And a part of this membership 
marshalled in militarj' companies, arming and drilling, 
after a fashion. 

The Exile of Vallajtdigham 

In March, 1863, the President transferred General 
Ambrose E. Burnside from the command of the Army 
of the Potomac to that of the Department of the Ohio 
which comprehended the region of Copperhead strength. 
Burnside undertook the command in the Northwest at 
almost precisely the moment that \'allandigham re- 
turned to Ohio, his Congressional term at an end 
clash was probably inevitable under the circumstances. 
Burnside had been humiliated by his terrible defeat at 
Fredericksburg, and was now determined to retrieve 
his lost fortunes by success in the western field. V ' 
landigham had just closed his congressional career with 
considerable eclat. His speeches toward the close oC 
the session, particularly that of January 14, had beea 
confident, daring, and forceful. * ' He had everj' reason 
to believe that his opposition was bearing fruit, 
peace through the victory of Union arms seemed very 
remote, as he wished it to be. The Peace Democrat 
and such War Democrats as clung to the old organi- 
zation had together nearly swept the Unionists from 
power in the Fall elections. Vallandigham's own d< 
feat had been accomplished by the gerrymander. Hia 
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. to Dayton meant to him the transfer of his 
field of activities in a winning political contest with the 
Administration to a more congenial environment than 
Washington. 

General Burnside met the Peace Democrats with 
an order for the arrest of those committing certain of- 
fenses. "The habit of declaring sympathies for the 
enemy," he added at the end of the Ust, "will not be 
allowed in the department. Persons committing such 
offenses will be at once arrested, with a view to being 
tried as above stated (that is, as spies and traitors,) or 
sent beyond our lines into the lines of their friends." ' * 
Vallandigbam took the order as a challenge. At 
Mt. Vernon, May 1. 1863, he delivered two ad- 
dresses, two of them to overflow audiences. Plain 
clothes representatives from the military authorities 
were present to report Vallandigham's words. He de- 
scribed the War as "wicked and cruel," "not being 
waged for the preservation of the Union," but "for the 
purpose of crushing out liberty and erecting a despot- 
ism," as "a war for the freedom of the blacks and the 
enslavement of the whites," needlessly continued. The 
people were urged to inform "the minions of usurped 
power that they will not submit to such restrictions on 
their liberties" as prescribed in Burnside's order, which 
was described as "a base usurpation of arbitrary 
authority. Vallandigham charged that attempts were 
now being made "to build up a monarchy upon the 
ruins of our free government". " * 

Burnside did not hesitate in adopting a course of 
action. On the morning of May 5, 1863, military 
authorities arrested Vallandigham at his home in Day- 
ton. A military commission was assembled in Cincinnati 
the follo%ving day, and ten days later found him guilty 
of publicly expressing sympathy for the rebellion and 
declaring disloyal sentiments and opinions with the 

*' General Order No. j8, McPherson, Hiilory of the lUbiUion, p. \6l\ Rtport 
of Trial of VaUandighatn, p. ii. 

»» Tht Trial of Faltandigkam, Cincinnati, i86jj Vallaodigh«m, Life of Clewuitl 
L. FaHaniiiham, cfa. la. 
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object of weakening the power of the Government in 
its efforts to suppress the rebellion. The conclusion 
that he had explicitly expressed sympathy for the re- 
bellion was not supported by the evidence; in fact, it 
is certain he had no real sympathy with the rebellion. 
The conclusion was however, a natural one under the 
circumstances, and perhaps not unjust. That Vallan- 
digham was trying to weaken the Government at a 
critical time, and so was a dangerous citizen, skating on 
the thin ice of near-treason, will probably be denied by 
few today. The commission proposed close confine- 
ment in some fortress for the duration of the War. 
General Burnside approved the decision of the military 
court, and proposed confinement at Fort Warren, io, 
Boston Harbor. The federal district court of southenj 
Ohio refused to interfere when asked for a writ a 
habeas corpus, and expressed approval of the course 
which the military authorities had pursued. ' • 

There is direct testimony that the arrest and trid 
of Vallandigham for the particular offense of May 1, 
was the act of Burnside and not of his superiors 
Burnside after the Civil War explained the case an< 
virtually assumed responsibility. His statement was I 
defense; "Soon after I took command, I became very 
anxious in the contemplation of the great discontent anfl 
despondency on the part of many persons occasioned bj 
the disloyal politicians, who at that time were doing s< 
much harm in the Northwest. Letters were being seni 
into the army for the purpose of creating discontenl 
among the soldiers, newspapers were full of treason- 
able expression, and large public meetings were held» 
at which our Government authorities and our gallant 
soldiers in the field were openly and loudly denounced 
for their efforts to suppress the rebellion. Our military 
prisons were full of persons arrested for uttering difej 
loyal sentiments and committing disloyal acts." * ' TI 

*• Rcforl of ikt Trial of yallandigkam, pp. J59, iji, (uU opinion of the c 
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diary of Gideon Welles comments on the Cabinet 
conferences on the case and confirms the view that the 
act was Burnside's own. * ' Valla ndigham's arrest was 
but one of a series at the time. Among others Logan, 
the editor of the Dayton Empire, was arrested and 
confined in prison. * ' They were probably intended as 
acts of warning to the Peace Democrats. Whether 
they accomplished the purpose is a matter the historical 
student finds it difficult to settle. Such acts heartened 
the loyal and stimulated the resistance of the oppo- 
sition. The balance remains in doubt. That Burnside's 
policy had pushed the field of military authority farther 
into the normal ones of civil agencies than the President 
had yet done or intended is clear. Most of those ar- 
rested at this time were soon released, Burnside's or- 
der suspending the publication of the Chicago Times, 
June 1, 1863, was revoked by President Lincoln's order 
three days later. ' » A few weeks after the arrest of Val- 
landigham General Burnside consulted the Secretary 
of War in advance on a plan he had formed of arresting 
Judge Trimble of Kentucky for public statements 
against the War. Stanton's reply may be taken as an 
expression of deliberate policy of the Administration 
at the time. "If Mr. Trimble is found encouraging 
desertion from your army", Stanton said, "or in any 
way interfering with or endangering your military 
operations you will be authorized to place him under 
arrest; the mere declaration of his opposition to the 
War or that if elected he will oppose furnishing supplies 
of any kind is a good reason why loyal men should not 
vote for him but is not sufficient ground for military 
arrest." * ' Stanton's rule required a direct word en- 
couraging desertion; Burnside's military court accepted 
an expression which indirectly tended to the same 



' Diary of WiiUs, Vol. I, pp. 306, 321-3. 

T O^id Rfcard!. (Series II), Vol. V, p. 566. 

' OffieiiU Rttords. (Scries 1) Vol.13, P»rl 1, PP.3B1-6. 

• OffiHid fUcard!, (Scrira II) Vol. VI, p. 13. 
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end as sufficient. The distinction is rather a fine 
one, but real, none the less. 

At any rate, in the case of Vallandigham, the Pres- 
ident decided to support the policy of Bumside, except 
that the alternative punishment which had been sug- 
gested in Burnside's order was substituted for the sen- 
tence of the military court. The President's commuta- 
tion of the sentence of Vallandigham instructed the mili- 
tary authorities to send him into exile in the Confederate 
States, subject to the revival of the original sentence 
of close confinement if he returned within the Union 
lines. Vallandigham was sent from Cincinnati to the 
outposts of the Union line, and thence under a flag of 
truce handed over to the Confederate pickets near Shel- 
byyille, Tennessee. It was President Lincoln's purptose 
to identify Vallandigham in the mind of the northern 
people with treason and the Confederate cause, and so 
discredit his movement. What happened can best be 
told by the following reprints of manuscripts from the 
Bragg papers in Mr. W. P. Palmer's Civil War Collec- 
tion at the Western Reserve Historical Society. 

General Bragg in command of the Confederate 
army in middle Tennessee reported the arrival of Val- 
landigham to the Adjutant General of the Confeder- 
acy at Richmond, supplied him with a passport, an<i 
an explanatory letter. 



Sir 



Hd. Qrs - Dept. No.2 - 

Shelbyville 27" May 1863. 



On the 25" inst. the Hon. .C. L. Vallandigham <rf 
Ohio U. S. was brought by an armed guard of the 
enemy, to the neutral ground between our pickets, on 
the road from Murfreesboro to this place; and was there 
abandoned by them — I have admitted him within my 
lines, and received him with the courtesy due any un- 
fortunate exile seeking a refuge from tyranny — He de- 
sires to go to the state of Georgia, and I have granted 
him permission for that purpose. 
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Should the government desire any other pohcy in 
similar cases, I shall be pleased to receive instructions, 
I am Sir 
Very Respy 

Yr obt. Servt 
Adj' Genl (Sgd) Braxton Bragg 

_ C.S.Army Genl Comr 

■l Kichmond 

■ Va. 



Mr. Vallandigham, the bearer, a citizen of the State of 
Ohio, is permitted to pass as any Citizen of the Con- 
federacy within the limits of this department. 
Shelbyville, Tenn, Sgd Braxton Bragg 

26th May, 1863 Genl. 

» Headquarters Dept. No.2. 

Shelbyville, Tenn. 
26 May, 1863. 



Hon. C. L. Vallandigham. 

of Ohio. Shelbyville. 
Sir. 

I enclose you the passport desired, and con- 
gratulate you upon your arrival in our land of liberty, 
where you will find the freedom of speech and of con- 
science secured to all. Your sojourn amongst us, as a 
private citizen, exiled by a foreign government, with 
which we are at war, will of course impose some re- 
straint upon you, which our people will fully appreciate 
But I am satisfied you will ever receive the 
courtesy due your unfortunate position, and the re- 
spect of all who learn the quiet and retired position 
ti to occupy - 
I am. Sir, 
Very Respectfully 
Yr. Obt. Svt. 
Braxton Bragg 
Genl C.S.A. 
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speak, while the Confederate authorities conferred on 
his case. The conclusion was to treat hira as a citizen 
of the United States on parole, secure what information 
they could from him, and then send him on his way to 
a neutral country. The following selections from the 
Bragg Papers tell the story of the decision. 

Head Quarters Dep' No.2. 
Shelbyville, Tenn May 31" 1863 
Hon C. L. Vallandigham 
Dear Sir 

The General Commanding instructs me to 
enclose you a copy of a dispatch just received from 
Hon. I. A. Seddon Secretary of War, Richmond, and to 
request you to give a response in writing in order that 
he ftiay answer the inquiry contained in the dispatch. 
The General desires also that you will return the pass- 
port given you as pending further instructions from 
Richmond it is evident that its issue is in conflict with 
the views which have prompted the dispatch. 

(Braxton Bragg Genl) 
Shelbyville, Tenn. 
May 31, 1863 

Gen. Bragg, 

C S A. 

Com"^ &c, &c. 
Sir: 

In answer to your note of this morning, allow me to 
say that it was my offer upon first entering your lines, 
to surrender myself a prisoner; & the order or suggestion 
of the Secretary of War, is entirely consonant to my 
original desire & purposes, though I sincerely trust 
that the parole may allow my departure at any time, 
as this is most important to me every way. 

Please report also, that I came to your lines upon 
compulsion & against my consent, as a citizen of Ohio 
& of the United States, in exile banished from my 
country for no other offense than love of constitutional 
hberty, my political opinions, & resolute, undaunted 
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opposition to the principles & policy of the party & 
Administration in power in the United States. The 
order of the President was absolute, forbidding me to 
return under penalty of imprisonment during the war; 
& therefore left me no alternative; & it was executed by 
military force. It is better for me doubtless for sev- 
eral reasons, to be deemed a prisoner on parole while 
I remain in the Confederate States; but my most ear- 
nest desire is for a passport, if necessary, and permission 
to leave as soon as possible, either through some Con- 
federate port, or by way of Matamoras, for Canada, 
where I can see my family, communicate with my 
friends & transact my business as far as practicable, 
unmolested. I am still a citizen of Ohio & of the United 
States, recognizing my allegiance to both, and retaining 
the same opinions & position which I have always held 
at home. As the President of the United States will cer- 
tainly not exchange me, I trust I may be allowed to de- 
part on parole for the place which I have above des- 
ignated. 

Very Respectfully &c 

C. L. Vallandigham 

Shelbyville !■* June 1863. 
General S. Cooper 

Adjutant General Richmond. 
Honorable C. L. Vallandigham is here on Parole. He 
was brought under Guard by the Enemy and Aban- 
doned in Front of my lines— With orders from his 
Government Not to Return Under Penalty of Imprison- 
ment for the War Fearing assassination from a licensed 
Soldiery he made his Way to My Outpost & Surrend- 
ered as an alien Enemy owing allegiance to the State 
of Ohio and the United States But Exiled by the pres- 
ent Government for Maintaining his Civil Rights as a 
freeman. 

He Awaits orders but desires to make his Way by 
the most Expeditious Route to Canada. I suggest a 
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Conference with him personally or by a Confidential 
Agent. 

Braxton Bragg 
Despatch 

to 
Genl S. Cooper 
Ans"* 1"* June 

South-Westem Telegraph Company. 

Shelbyville, June 2nd, 1863. 
By Telegraph from Richmond 2d, 1863. 

To Genl. B. Bragg 
Your dispatch to Adj" Gen'l rec* Send Hon C. L. 
Vallandingham as an alien enemy under guard of an 
oflScer to Wilmington where further orders await him 

Jeffn Davis 
(27 pd.) 

(Penciled note in handwriting of General Bragg on 
bottom of telegram as follows: 

Upon Mr. Vallandigham's earnest request he was per- 
mitted to go this morning to Lynchburg to Confer with 
a distinguished friend of Virginia. He reports from 
there on parole to the war department.) 

The decision of the Confederate authorities har- 
monized perfectly with the wish of the exile. He was 
ordered to report under parole at Wilmington, North 
Carolina. He journeyed by railroad through Chatta- 
nooga, Knoxville, Bristol, Lynchburg, and Petersburg 
to Wilmington, The Confederate Commissioner of 
prisoners joined him at Lynchburg. * ' What confer- 
ences Vallandigham Held with Confederate authorities 
at the various stations en route are matters of specula- 
tion. A journey of a fortnight duration gave abundant 
time for them. John Jones, a clerk in the War Depart- 
ment at Richmond has left the record that he saw the 
memorandum of Mr. Ould, the commissioner of 

" There are some details in the "Biographical Mimotri" by Vallandigham't 
brother, published in New York, 18S4., which do not occur in the Life of CUmint 
L. yalUndigham by the »aroe author, J. L. Vallandigham, Baltimore, 1871. 
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■t cnc"'* 
On the B^it of June IT a blod^ade runner carried 
TaBaadi^kaiB safdy through the blockading squadron. 
His brotlier tdb bow the ve^d avoided an unpleasant 
search with the certainty of captivitj- for crew and pas- 
flengers by an American man-of-war. On sighting the 
war ship the fleeing ship put on a bold front, dressed up 
a body of men in British uniforms, and paraded them 
oo deck. The ruse succeeded. The man-of-war saw 
the brilliant scarlet uniform of the British army, and 
took the vessel for a British transport bound for the 
West Indies. • ' Vallandigham sojourned a few days in 
Bermuda, and took ship for Halifax where he landed 
July 5. Ten days later a special train bore him with 
some signs of triumph to the Clifton House at Niagara 
on the Canadian side. Here he seems to have engaged 
quarters while slill a prisoner in Cincinnati. • * 

In the meantime the Democratic party of Ohio 
had held its State Convention, June 11, adopted a 
Peace platform, and nominated the exile as its candi- 
date for Governor. Vallandigham took up his cam- 
paign from his quarters at Niagara Falls, little hindered 
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by the international boundary which separated him from 
his followers. His manifesto for the Ohio Democracy, 
sent forth on the day of his arrival at the border, ac- 
cepted the nomination and skillfully described his exile. 
"Arrested and confined", he said, "for three weeks in 
the United States, a prisoner of state; banished thence 
to the Confederate States, and there held as an alien 
enemy and prisoner of war, though on parole, fairly 
and honorably dealt with and given leave to depart, — 
an act possible only by running the blockade at the 
hazard of being fired on by ships flying the flag of my 
own country, — I find myself first a freeman when on 
British soil. And today, under protection of the British 
flag, I am here to enjoy and in part to exercise, the pri- 
vileges and rights which usurpers insolently deny me 
at home". His party program was outlined. The peo- 
ple were told that he had not found "in all the Confed- 
erate States one who did not declare his readiness, when 
the war shall have ceased and invading armies been 
withdrawn, to consider and discuss the question of re- 
union. And who shall doubt the issue of the argument.' 
I return therefore, with my opinions and convictions 
as to war and peace, and my faith as to final results 
from sound policy and wise statesmanship, not only 
unchanged, but confirmed and strengthened. And 
may God of heaven and earth so rule the hearts 
and minds of Americans everywhere that a Constitution 
maintained, a Union restored, a liberty henceforth made 
secure, a grander and nobler destiny shall yet be 
ours than that even which blessed our fathers in*the 
first two ages of the Republic". * ' The address makes 
amazing reading a generation after the writing, amazing 
for its egotism and for its misinterpretation, or, let us 
say, misconception of the purposes and ideals of.,the 
Government of the United States. An extensive popu- 
lation accepted it as almost a new gospel. jThe popu- 
larity of Vallandigham with his followers, if|(theJcon- 

*' VillandigEum, Llje of Climnt L. VaaandigUm, pp.318, jit. 
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temporary news reporters and editors had any trutb 
in them, is a significant phenomenon. 

In August, Vallandigham moved his headquarter! 
to Windsor, opposite Detroit, because it was more i 
cessible to the strongholds of his party in the Northwest. 
From all appearances he had successfully defeated the 
purposesof the Government in exiling him, and become 
a champion of free speech. The campaign of the Peace 
Democrats during the summer, and the course pursued 
by certain judges in defeating the draft law by dis- 
charging drafted men under habeas corpus proceed- 
ings worried President Lincoln. * ' Vallandigham was 
safely beyond reach. His political campaign must be 
left with the voters of Ohio. Cut the use of the writ <rf 
habeas corpus to defeat a law was another matter. 
President Lincoln called a Cabinet meeting on Septem- 
ber 14 for the discussion of ways of combatting the in- 
terference of the courts. The President was according 
to the testimony of Cabinet members aroused to i ' 
seriousness of the situation. Gideon Welles, the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, reported that the operations of the 
navy were also embarassed by the same abuses of dis- 
loyal courts, and that the practice might easily become 
a national disaster. The evidence of the provost-mar- 
shall on the means employed to defeat the draft con-? 
vinced all members of the Cabinet with a cor- 
dial unanimity, says Welles, that a new policy should 
be adopted by the Administration. 

From time to time President Lincoln had suspendei 
the writ of habeas corpus as though the suspensioi 
were an executive prerogative. The Democratic op 
position, and particularly the Peace Democrats, li*^ 
laid emphasis on the letter of the constitution, an^ 



" A book of Kingi to eh»nt the praises of Villandigham in fiihioD w pli 
his followers was compiled in Columbus in 1S63. Tht Fallandigkam Sot^i " 
Columbus, 1863. 
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bitterly criticised his policy. ' " Lincoln's reply to his 
critics stated an important fact of the situation: that 
the enemy under the cover of liberty of speech, liberty 
of the press, and habeas corpus "hoped to keep on foot 
amongst us a most efficient corps of spies, informers, 
supplies, and aiders and abettors of their cause in a 
thousand ways. They knew that in times such as they 
were inaugurating by the Constitution itself the habeas 
corpus might be suspended, but they also knew that 
they had friends who would make a question as to who 
was to suspend it, meanwhile their spies and others 
might remain at large to help their cause". ^ ' In its 
earlier form the issue was whether the President could 
at his own discretion under the constitution suspend 
the writ of habeas corpus in sections where the civil 
courts were still open. President Lincoln was con- 
vinced that the power was committed to himself as one 
of the "exceptions to the constitution", though within 
his official family there were some dissenters. Secre- 
tary Chase, the chief of these doubters finally came to 
the President's conclusion. ' " 

The act of Congress, March 3, 1863, gave the Pres- 
ident the power to suspend the writ whenever in his 
judgement the pubhc safety required. The Presi- 
dent and his advisors concluded on September 15, 1863, 
that the interference with the enforcement of the draft 
law warranted the exercise of the powers committed 
to the Executive by Congress. A proclamation of the 
President suspended the writ for the duration of 
the War in all cases throughout the United States 
where persons were held by the military authorities 



a il,) p. 4, Reply to Nta York Democrats; Sec pp. 56-9, 
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interest with the South, and throwing the blam 
for the War on the East. ' ' Braggs generalship ■ 
faulty, and his army was stopped before Louisville 
The accretion to his army from Kentucky barrf 
equaled a brigade, less than his causalties in the unda 
taking. The proclamation had no appreciable effect 
Yet the doctrine that only minor misunderstandin 
separated the Southwest from the Northwest wou 
not down. It was a common theme with newspape 
writers of the Southwest that the principle one of the! 
was commercial. Those who held this view urged tha 
the Confederate States remove the difficulty by pledg 
ing to the Northwest the free navigation of the Missia 
sippi whenever the independence of the South shouN 
be acknowledged. ' * As a matter of fact the Confeder 
ate Congress had done so at the beginning of the War 
But writers had in mind a special pledge to the North 
west as an allied republic. 

As the Confederate armies felt the pressure of th 
Union armiesin 1864 the Peace Democrats of the North 
west became the last string of the three in the Confed- 
erate bow. * ' The southern interest in the possibiliti) 
of the Northwestern situation gained momentum wit! 
experience and the increasing desperateness of i\ 
cause. A writer in the Knoxville Daily Register mAin 
tained as early as May 12, 1863, that the War could n< 
be ended until the Northwest was separated from tl 
rest of the United States. Some saw the forces < 



"The proclamation tvai published in the newipapcri and circulated m 
broadiidc. (See inset in fac-Ein>ile.) It wns publiihed in ihe duManoota Dt 
Ribel, Oct, tg, t86i. See Official Ricotdi, Vol. XVI, part i, p. id88, part » p. Si 

*' Knoxville Daily RrgiiUr, March tl; March z6, April 14, 1861: 1 
CiaBflnooga Daily Rehet, March zj. May 30, 1863; Tkr Staaaton Sp/i^otor, Ttdjr 
\%by, Augusta, Daily Conililidionaiijt, February 15, 1863; Athriu (Tean.) A 
February 13, 1863. 

" (1) The military resources, daih, courage, and homogenous white popu 
lion. The contempt of the South for the military qualities of the northern po| 
lation was a part of this view; (z) the mediation or intervention of Euntoe 
account of a cotton famine; (3) the community of economic intemt M I 
Southwest and the Nortbweit. 
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he Northwest in truer proportions. "Of all the hum- 
bugs of the age", one southern iconoclast wrote, "this 
Northwestern hobby Is the most absurd, and at the 
same time the most dangerous. Newspapers, having 
exhausted themselves on the European intervention, 
are now trying to raise our hopes by the promise of a 
new alliance".*' An article by a southern planter, 
published in the Chattanooga Daily Rebel, attracted 
considerable attention. It outlined the plan of those 
who would nurture a new secession in the United 
States. The document is here reprinted entire as a 
type of the point of view of those in the south who were 
looking to the Northwest with hope. 

"Hon. H. S. Foote, Richmond: 

Dear Sir:- Your efforts to suggest some plan by 
which the war might be shortened have been praise- 
worthy. So little had been indicated north of the Ohio 
river that it left every move open to serious objections. 

Time and efforts produce by the valor of our troops, 
seem to have given existence to a sentiment which de- 
serves a watchful attention from statesmen of the 
South. 

This sentiment is found among the agricultural in- 
terests in the "Northern" Valley of the Mississippi 
river, and mainly among the old Democrats of that 
region. We occupy a position now, and have always 
done so, that we could not make proposals to the Lin- 
coln Government. That is the true position still. To 
that, we bid deffance; but to the legislatures of Indiana 
and Illinois, and other states of the Northern Valley 
of the Mississippi, which may come to their conclusions, 
I hold a different policy to be correct. We should meet 
their resolutions with all the concessions which we can 
consistently make in trade and general commerce, 
including, of course, the free navigation of theMississippi 
river, upon conditions thus: 
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1st. Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Kansas and 
Minnesota, and perhaps Ohio, shall form the "North- 
em Confederacy". 

2d. Both Confederacies, "Southern" and "North- 
ern", to be politically independent. All the slave states 
to belong to the "Southern Confederacy." 

3d. A league between the two, offensive and de- 
fensive, and runaway slaves to be returned; the navi- 
gation of the Mississippi river and free trade, and 
"imports"at our tariff. 

Advantages to both "Confederacies," The "South- 
em Confederacy" obtains peace. A strong Ally in War 
and protection to slavery. Her independence acknow- 
ledged by the Northern Confederacy, which will be 
be sufficient. She obtains for her seabord cities the 
importations for both Confederacies, and their freight 
on her rivers and railroads. 

The "Northern Confederacy" gets rid of the re- 
sponsibility of slavery. It may assume whatever por- 
tion of the immense war debt now existing, they may 
decide upon. 

It secures importations at our low tariff. It secures 
its former market in the South for its agricultural pro- 
ductions and the same use of the great Mississippi 
river. Its political independence gives position and 
place to its rising statesmen. Its topography and 
unity of pursuit, institutions and labor; secure harmony 
and legislation, and promise great prosperity. The two 
together secure the adjacent territories, a very impor- 
tant point; as they cannot be united to the remnant 
of the old United States, lying East; including New 
England which brought on the war. The two Confed- 
eracies would become the great "powers"of the Amer- 
ican Continent. 

The "Southern Confederacy," based upon slave 
labor, would always preponderate in intellect; and 
would control. 

I present this to your well stored, prolific mind, as 
an outline of what may come out of a wise course in 
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'^meeting the sentiment of the "North West", hereto- 
fore alluded to. 

It is true they have fought us; invaded our country; 
and wronged us terribly; but that is done, "and cannot 
be recalled. It is a matter ot incalculable advantage 
to our Confederacy — to stop the sacrifice of life, and 
of some importance to limit the debt, and restore our 
citizens to their homes. Concession can be made to 
the "Northern Confederacy" formed of the States 
named; which will stop the war and will benefit us at 
the same time. As a cotton planter, and slave owner, 
I would greatly prefer the league, on the terms men- 
tioned, to separate independence, with the enemy of 
that people, to the institution ot slavery. As soon as 
they are disconnected from slavery, it will cease to be 
discussed, everywhere. 

U we are not strong, it may generate another war. 
The League gives great strength. Under this league, 
can be embraced what they mean by reconstruction. 
That is, their position will be as good, or better than 
beforehand 22 States will be in the league instead of 33, 
But the New England States, New Jersey, Delaware, 
&c., are of no importance to them. They have secured 
the market and trade, and for these they were fighting; 
and are also politically disconnected from slavery. 
Indeed they thus obtained all they are contending 
for. They say they are not fighting to free the slaves. 
We obtain all we are contending for. 

I find ultra men, unwilling to do anything, but 
fight on. They are not in the army, I have been with 
the army since its organization. I know the opinion 
and sentiment of the army. They have suffered suf- 
ficiently, and desire peace. 

If the North-west are met on the basis proposed 
herein, I think we will enter the wedge which will sun- 
der the present authorities conducting the war. Lin- 
coln will carry on the war during his administration, 
if he can get the support of these states. We then 
should be on the alert, and if possible, deprive him of 
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this portion of his army. The balance we can whip. 
very soon, if necessary. We can conquer a peace from 
them; but that will not be necessary. If Indiana and 
Illinois withdraw the war will close. With these pro- 
posals before them, they won't fight longer. The other 
States named will follow, or some of them at least 

If this be neglected on our part, the leading men 
may be oflFered positions, which would neutralize their 
efforts. 

These States are a part of the Mississippi Valley 
and their true alliance is with the South. They are an 
agricultural people, and so are we; but their products 
are different from ours, and hence the advantages in a 
commercial league. 

Negotiations must begin sometime — fighting alone 
won't adjust a difficulty. 

I have seen so little of the proceedings of Congress, 
that I am ignorant of what has been discussed. 

The prominent idea is this. We make no proposi- 
tion to the Government, but we should put in soms 
shape what we will do with certain States, so as to ii 
duce them to cease waring." * ' 



A consideraljle correspondence arose betwcN 
those in the Southwest and the Northwest who hai 
become interested in the Northwest Confeder 
acy. * * Undoubtedly Governor Morton of Indiaol 
had the economic conditions, which caused this projectj 
in mind when he urged on President Lincoln a vigoroa 
campaign on the Mississippi River. ' ' Political as wd 
as military expediency prompted the campaign whid 
opened the Mississippi to the Gulf by mid-summer c 

•• From the CkatUnoaga Daily Rebel, M»rch 13. l86j. See also an anic 
under the hcadLng "J Grand Protramme jor Forming a NorUaBtiterti Confi 
in die Richmond En^uirrt, February 16, 1861; and General Beaureganl't Iptt. 
May 16, 1863, on the proper polLcv of the Soulh in Official Rtxordi, (S«Tie» 1 
Vol. XiV, p. 955- 

>° A collection of lucb tetters was published in the Cintintiaii Comntrnal 
September, 1865. 

•' Motion to Lincoln, October j?, l86i, in Foullce, Lift 0/ O/iwr P. JU»iU 
VoL I. p.111. 
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1863. The counter stroke of the Administration un- 
doubtedly weakened the movement among the Peace 
Democrats of the Northwest which was rising in the 
South. At the very time when the South was becom- 
ing anxious for a Northwest Confederacy, the economic 
foundations of the Peace Democracy were crumbling. 
Such are the vicicitudes of history. 

Oblivious of the declining interest of the farmers 
of the Ohio Valley in secession as a method of recover- 
ing river markets, the radical leaders of the Peace Dem- 
ocracy prepared their cohorts during the spring of 1864 
for revolution. At the same time Confederate author- 
ities yielded to the growing pressure of those at the 
South who had confidence in the opportunity to em- 
barass the United States with a Northwest Confeder- 
acy. Three commissioners, among them Jacob Thomp- 
son who was Buchanan's Secretary of the Interior, were 
sent to Canada. One function of the commission 
was to nurture the peace factions of the United States, 
and weaken the will to continue the War. The ap- 
proaching Presidential campaign was unquestionably 
the particular occasion of President Davis' peace drive. 
But the military function of the Commissioners was in 
no sense secondary. The loss of Missouri, Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Tennessee, and Texas, as well as the great- 
er part of Mississippi and northern Alabama had 
seriously reduced the population from which the Con- 
federacy was able to recruit its armies and garner its 
supplies. The prison camps of the Northwest and the 
Confederacy of the Northwest held out tempting pos- 
sibilities. Captain Thomas H. Hines who had been 
captured in Morgan's raid and with his chief escaped 
from prison was detached from the Confederate army 
to organize the military activities entrusted to the 
commission. Other officers were detailed to co-oper- 
ate with Captain Hines. 

The Confederate commissioners achieved one result 
from the peace drive. They drove a wedge which 
threatened the unity of the Union Party. Horace 

I i 
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Greeley had never ceased to believe in a negoliai 
peace, one without victory. In 1862 and 1863 his faitj 
was pinned to mediation. He corresponded with VaT 
landigham and the French minister at Washington il 
his efforts to "drive Lincoln into it". ' * In July, 186^ 
he became interested in a report that Confederate Conl' 
missioners were in Canada with powers to negotial 
for peace. President Lincoln sent Greeley to Niagari 
Falls to look into the matter. "I not only intend"; 
said the President, "a sincere effort for peace, but I 
intend that you shall be a personal witness that it 
made". ' * Greeley bore the President's terms. 
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They were reunion and the abandonment of slavery. 
The would-be peace-maker found the Confederate com- 
missioners without authority to negotiate peace. That 
was not their commission in Canada. The episode 
alienated Greeley still more; it gave offense to those in 
the Union Party who thought the abandonment of 
slavery made the terms of peace too harsh. » * Greeley's 
point of view was that of the theoretical pacifist. He 
followed the illusion that if the Administration would 
talk peace, gently and tactfully, enough, the enemy 
■would yield all. As a matter of fact President Lincoln 
made every reasonable effort to save needless warfare. 
If the Confederate Commissioner, Jacob Thompson, 
is a creditable witness, the Secretary of War, Stanton, 
sent Jeremiah S. Black, to Toronto to confer with him- 
self and his associates on the subject of peace. Black, 
Stanton, and Thompson had all been members of Bu- 
chanan's Cabinet, and intimate friends. Black, like 
Greeley, was apparently trying to become a mediator. • • 
The report of the two Agents from Lincoln to Davis 
directly in the summer of 1864 showed how vain was 
the view thatapeacecouldprecedea complete victory. » * 

In THE meantime the military project of the Com- 
mission had not been overlooked. When Thompson 
and Captain Hines arrived in Canada they found Val- 
landigham still at Windsor. A conference with him 
taught them that he was friendly disposed but still de- 
termined not to allow his cause to be identified with 
that of the Confederate States. A year of exile in 
Canada had not moved him from the resolution he had 
taken when sent from prison through the Confederate 
lines. Thompson and Hines were liberally supplied 
with money, and ready to promote Vallandigham's 
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cause. The Supreme Commander of the Sons of Li- 
erty would accept none of the Confederate fund; sub- 
ordinates among the Sons of Liberty were found who 
were less scrupulous.*^ Vallandigham confined his 
activities, consistent with his representations, to the 
pohtical phases. He never spoke of the use of force to 
help the South; he did to defend the civil liberty of his 
section. It was his opiuion on the eve of his return to 
the United States in June, 1864, that the Administra^' 
tion would arrest him, and the Northwest rise in revol 
in his defense. So he expressed liimself to the Conf« 
crates at the conference. They had in fact a delical 
task in using money to promote the revolutionary 
movement in the Northwest. Thompson claimed to 
have half a million dollars for the purpose, but it seems 
from his report that he actually spent only $200,000 
of it. Boxes marked "pick-axes," "hardware," "nails," 
"household goods," "Sunday school books," and the 
like carried revolvers, rifles, and ammunition from 
Canada to the officers of those bands of Sons of Liber- 
ty who could be trusted.** The Commission would 
seem to have wasted no small part of its resources in 
visionary schemes of well meaning persons and in satis- 
fying the claims of vicious unworthy refugees about 
the headquarters in Canada. 

The result of the conferences between the revolu- 
tionary leaders in the Northwest and the Confederate 
agents in Canada finally took the form of a plot for an 
uprising on July 20, 1864. •• 



" Hinra in SoMem Bwouac, Vol. II, p, 506; Report af J. Tkompso: 
Foulke, Life of Morton, Vol. I, p. 401. 

•' Pllman, Indiana Treason Trials.p. ii; Report of Judge .i/hocaUGenetti,f: 
HoU. p.6i Repo t of the AdivlantCeneral of lndiana,Voll, pi^: Officii K 
(Series II.) Vol. VIl. pp. 63/ 646.738. 

"A report from a federal agent in the Northwest says the Order of Atneiicn^ 
Knights had planned an upriiing in March, and another Jul)- 4 1864. 
theie were separate movemcnta ai the secret societies and not the larger proien 
of the Confederate agents and the Radical Peace Democrats. See Offieiel KKOtij, 
(Series III) Vol. IV, p. j79- 



A Northwest Confederacy 67 

The Confederates were to furnish a few score from 
the bands of refugees in Canada. These were to make 
their way to the prison camps in Indiana and lUinois, 
and in co-operation with the local revolutionaries set 
free the prisoners. The whole would then form the 
nucleus of a gathering army. Provisional Governments 
take the place of State Governments; a Northwest 
Confederacy be created ; and alliance be made with the 
Confederate States. Such was the dream of the Con- 
federates and Sons of Liberty. As the date for the 
revolt approached, the confidence of the officers of the 
Sons of Liberty in their own preparations sank. Public 
meetings held over the Northwest toprepare the way only 
emphasized the faith of the masses in the ballot rather 
than the rifle. The local orators said little of an appeal 
to force, and much of a partisan victory. A new con- 
ference of Confederates and Copperheads assembled. 
The date for the outbreak was put off until August 16. 
This time an opportune seizure by federal authorities 
of the arms intended for the use of the Sons of Liberty 
in Indianapolis; the arrest of Judge Bullitt of the Ken- 
tucky Copperheads; the outspoken opposition in Indi- 
ana within the Democratic Party to revolt; all had a 
share in the failure of the Peace Democrats to become 
revolutionists when the new crisis came. An intimate 
knowledge of the crudeness of the organization of the 
military side of the movement was a depressing force. ' " * 
The Confederates were getting desperate for results. 
The Peace Democrats still thought time was with 
them. "By patience and perseverance in the work of 
agitation", one of them said, "we are sure of a general 
uprising which will result in a glorious success. We 
must look to bigger results than the mere liberation of 
prisoners. We should look to the grand end of adding 
an empire of Northwestern States". ' " ' The Confed- 



'•• Hines, in Soatkfm Bwouac, Vol. 11. p. joB. Report of W, H. H. Terrell 
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crates were ready to depend on the resources in sighG 
The Peace Democrats, estimating these more accural 
ly, insisted that the movement could only succeed i 
case the Confederate States diverted considerable 
armies in co-operation with the revolt in the Norl 
west. Information of the new conditions imposed by 
the Northwestern leaders was passed on to the Conf« 
erate Government, but the day was past for a Confe< 
erate invasion of the Northwest, whatever the promiaei 
might have been. ' " * 

August 16 passed without an outbreak. A thir^ 
effort of the parties to the conspiracy to get togetha 
was made under the cover of the Democratic Conven 
tion which assembled in Chicago, August 29. The Con- 
vention adopted a Peace platform and nominated . 
War candidate, thus attempting to carry water < 
both shoulders. The platform makers under Vallan- 
digham's influence declared the War a failure, denoun- 
ced violations of the constitution and attacks on civi 
hberty under the pretense of military authority, and 
announced the Democratic plan that "immediate effortsi 
be made for a cessation of hostihties, with a view to s 
ultimate convention of the States or other peaceable 
means, to the end that at the earliest practicable mom- 
ent peace may be restored on the basis of the Federal 
Union of States." '"* The nomination, howevefi 
of George B. McClellan, a popular Union General and 
War Democrat, who promptly repudiated the peacfe 
plan of the platform, showed the confusion of part. 
councils at Chicago. ' " * The Compromise representr 
ed the clash in leadership of Vallandlgham with Gov* 
ernor Seymour of New York. 

The Convention adjourned and a third time i 
rumors of revolt died away. The evidence records , 

"' Hines, in SouUim Bivouac, Vol. II, p. JoS. 

'" McPhenon, History of tie Rrbtllion, p. 419. 
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flocking into Chicago hotels during the Convention of 
Confederate filibusters in the confidence of the 
revolutionary faction of the Peace Democrats. 
Captain Hines claimed to have sixty Confederate 
officers and soldiers. The Copperheads claimed they 
could muster 5000 members of secret societies in 
and about Chicago for co-operation. Estimates 
of the number actually available have little value 
The conspirators met in the Richmond house and 
laid the plot. At Camp Douglas, a sixty acre camp 
on the Chicago river, was a body of 4377 Confederate 
prisoners guarded by 2D74 Union soldiers. According 
to the plan the conspirators were to charge the camp, 
release the prisoners, and from Federal arsenals nearby 
arm and supply the whole. The project was nothing 
less than a foolhardy one. A conference on the night 
preceding the appointed day, and a calm stock-taking 
sobered the architects of a Northwest Confederacy. 
Federal detectives had dogged every step of the con- 
spirators. The force on guard at the camp had been 
nearly doubled for the occasion. A disorganized mob 
however well led was no match for the organized and 
alert forces on guard. In short, the vigilance of the 
Administration saved a costly encounter, nothing more. 
There never was a chance of success, for every step of 
progress the radical forces had made toward revolu- 
tion had been known and met by counter measures of 
the Government. 

The Confederate authorities in Canada were con- 
vinced by the experience of July and August, 1864, 
that no direct military advantage was to be gained for 
the Confederate cause from the Peace Democrats by 
longer delay and devoted their efforts to embarassing 
the United States through undertakings which were 
based on their own strength. Each was scarcely more 
than a small filibustering expedition on a loosely guard- 
ed frontier. In September a gang of Confederates op- 
erating from Canada attempted to seize the single ship 
of war of the United States on Lake Erie, the Michigan, 
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and with it liberate the prisoners at Johnson's J 
in Sandusky' Bay. advance on Cleveland by land i 
water, and thence cut the way across the state of Old 
to Virginia, spreading demoralization on the way. ■ 
The adventurers succeeded in captming two passenj 
steamboats as the first steps toward the control of th) 
naval forces on Lake Erie. But, as had been the c 
on earlier occasions, detectives had pursued the tracfa 
of the leaders, and timely arrests foiled the co-opera- 
tion anticipated. In reality the crew of the Mickxgim 
outnumbered the conspirators five-fold, and moreover 
were not to be taken off their guard. The Confederate 
crews took discretion to be the better part of valor, re- 
fused to risk a battle with the Michigan, destroyed 
their embr^'onic fleet, and scattered in Canada. 

Confederate agents and lawless elements under 
the cover of the state of the times, it is not possible tff 
determine which it was, conducted a constant attack oB 
properly throughout the Northwest. Gunboats utd 
freight boats on the rivers mysteriously took fire. Houses 
and bams were burned, ' " ' A propaganda was carried on 
by the Confederates in Canada in order to discourage 
enlistment in the Union armies and the subscriptioo 
to federal bonds. The people were given the gratuitous 
ad\'ice to convert greenbacks into gold for safe^. 
Agents in New York city bought gold, shipped it to 
Canada, and sold it for sterling bills of exchange, onlf 
to repeat the operation, in order to embarass Fedenu 
financing. But there is no evidence that any of thcae 
efforts were significajit factors in the great struggle. 

The danger of civil war in the Northwest passed u 
September, 1864. The Treason Trials of six of the 
leading Sons of Liberty in Indiana in September and 
October, and the death sentence of three demonstratefl 

'" Nirol.y and Hiy. Lift of Linioln Vol. VIII, p. l8; Hines, 
BiBo%«c, Vol. II, p. 699; Thompion to Beojimia, p. i. 
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the powerof organized society. '"■ Thecapture of Atlan- 
ta on September 3 gave the lie In a spectacular manner 
to the declaration of the Peace Democrats in Conven- 
tion in Chicago that the War was a failure. The re- 
election of Lincoln and the decisive Union victory at 
the polls in the Northwest in particular drove home the 
illusion of those who counted on the overthrow of Lin- 
coln by any means. The Sons of Liberty sought shelter 
in the fall of 1864 under new names like the "Order of 
the Star," etc., but their force was gone. The march 
of events in favor of the Union went steadily, over- 
whelmingly on. Sheridan's devastation of the Shen- 
andoah in October, and Sherman's in Georgia in De- 
cember foreshadowed the approaching end. In Jan- 
uary, 1865, Vallandigham made a final appeal for a 
negotiated peace. ' " * He appealed to Horace Greeley 
who was reported to have renewed his pressure on 
Lincoln. Vallandigham had not changed his attitude 
in the slightest in four years. The war was still de- 
scribed as the work of a self-willed, self-seeking group 
of Republican politicians; the South could never be 
subdued. The letter concluded that the suggestion 
that useless loss of blood could be saved by a combina- 
tion of the Peace elements of the Republican and Dem- 
ocratic parties. But the prestige of the leaders of 
these elements, Greeley and Vallandigham, was waning 
fast, along with the declining Confederacy. 

A few days after Vallandigham made his appeal 
to Greeley, President Lincoln and Secretary Seward 
met representatives of the Confederacy at Hampton 
Roads. The story of the origin and temper of the 
conference is a striking record of the genuine pacific 
purposes of Lincoln, linked with sound national pol- 
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